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In this p ap er I address tw o m ain areas of concern relating to sled dog activities: 
ecological and  social issues. As a fram ew ork for directing these issues, I p resen t 
the results from  questionnaires targeting tw o m ain groups: land  m anagem ent 
agencies and  the sled dog com m unity (mushers).
There is an  increasing in terest in sled dog activities in M ontana as w ell as 
globally. There is very  little w ritten  inform ation on utilization of sled dogs in 
M ontana; how ever, m ost m ushers depend  on public lands for their activities. In 
several o ther Rocky M ountain  states there is a grow ing trend  tow ard  banning 
dogs from  public trails. This ban  is m ostly a resu lt of irresponsible pe t dog 
ow nersh ip  w ith  conflicts betw een dogs and  o ther user groups; nevertheless, a 
ban  tha t also affects sled dog activities.
To establish w hether M ontana public lands m ay be subject to such a ban  I have 
com piled the responses from  M ontana land m anagem ent agencies. Their 
answ ers indicate problem  areas of dog  activities and  w hether they perta in  to sled 
dogs or o ther dogs. Land m anagers voice their concerns as w ell as m ake several 
suggestions on how  conceivably to avoid adm inistrative problem s w ith  dogs on 
public lands.
From  the responses of the m usher questionnaire I d raw  inform ation from  
ind iv iduals ' personal experiences and  perspectives on both  social and  ecological 
issues. I exam ine m ushers ' view s on negative attributes as w ell as positive 
rap p o rt w ith  sled dog activities in the public debate. By conferring the stories 
and  sentim ents from  these ind iv iduals m y in ten t is to convey interactions 
betw een sled dog ow ners, their dogs, their com m unities, and  the land they use.
I also offer view s and  perspectives on m any of the issues from  veterinarians as 
w ell as m ushers and  land  m anagers from  A laska w hom  I contacted or 
in terview ed. A long w ith  suggestions from  the land  m anagers as w ell as the 
m ushers, I offer recom m endations for appropria te  canine m anagem ent from  
o ther sources as well.
To p rov ide  sled dog literacy for the reader I have included a variety  of 
periphera l inform ation  on  sled dogs an d  sled dog activities and  a brief 
exp loration  of the role of the dog in the hum an  experience.
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I. INTRODUCTION
Motivation and Purpose
Two m ain  areas of concern m otivated  this study: one w as m y realization that 
m ost sled dog activities in M ontana take place on public lands. In M ontana there 
are aro u n d  100 active m ushers. Every year sled dog events attract m ushers from  
other states as well. M y supposition  w as that m any land  m anagem ent agencies 
w ere no t aw are of this use, because m ost land  m anagem ent plans are not 
inclusive of any canine activity. In m any states problem atic p e t dogs on  public 
lands have becom e a m anagerial challenge. As a result, som e states have op ted  
to com pletely ban dogs from  public lands and trails. C onsequently, all dogs 
including sled dogs are affected in  these areas.
W ith a steadily  increasing influx of people to M ontana, and  w ith  m ushing  
becom ing a rap id ly  grow ing w in ter activity, I en tertain  the possibility of public 
lands closing their access to dogs. A re there any adm inistrative problem s w ith 
dogs on M ontana public lands? If so, do  any of these problem s perta in  to sled 
dogs? A nd w hat can be done to counteract these problem s?
I w as p rom pted  to learn  from  M ontana land  m anaging  agencies w h at their 
stand ing  on dom estic canines are on  public lands in the state, w ith  sled dog 
activities as an  underly ing  focus of m y investigation.
M y second area of concern is the public im age of m ushing. For those of us 
w ho  are involved w ith  sled dog activities, to speak  of sled dogs is to speak of a 
w ay  of life. It is a lifestyle filled w ith  a passion  for travel by  dogs over snow
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sw ep t trails, in trigu ing  relationships and  undy ing  loyalties, h a rd  w ork  and  
un lim ited  adventures. But, for the un in itia ted  public, sled dog activities m ay 
seem  foreign, even inconceivable.
The generations long relationship  betw een hum ans and  dogs is som ething 
w ith  w hich  m ost people are fam iliar. M any people b ring  dogs into their lives as 
com panions. H ow ever, sled dogs and  o ther w orking dogs m ay operate in  a very 
different capacity than  strictly as pets. In fact, m any w orking dogs are no t pets at 
all, b u t are often treated  as em ployees, co-w orkers or sim ply as draft anim als. 
W orking dogs are perform ance anim als valued  for the role they play  in  assisting 
hum ans in  one capacity or another.
Years ago. Sergeant Preston of the Yukon, w ith  his m ighty  sled dog King, 
w as a TV program . Sergeant Preston, in im pressive H ollyw ood style, w ith  the 
sound  of a w hip  cracking over his dog team , created a very  rough  public im age 
that sled dog enthusiasts are still try ing  to overcom e. "It is an  im age w e sincerely 
do n o t deserve" (Halter, 1995).
There are p len ty  of preconceived notions about sled dogs an d  dog m ushing; 
som e are accurate and  som e are m isconceived. This is d u e  m ostly to people 's 
lack of d irect experience w ith  this type of w orking dog.
I have com e across m any  questions and  puzz led  faces from  the public du ring  
m y last six years of being active in the sled dog circuit here in  M ontana. A 
com m on belief is that sled dogs only  exist in A laska, and  tha t m ushers and  sled 
dogs alike are rough, tough, husky  and  inhum ane individuals.
"M ushers are a special k ind  of people w ho  share a special k ind  of relationship 
w ith  a special kind of dog" (ITC, 1995). M y desire w as to p ry  open som e 
M ontana m usher m inds for serious contem plation  of hum ans and  dogs, and  to
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expose them  to those w ho  ponder the presence of sled dogs in  M ontana. The 
relative paucity  of M ontana m ushers and  sled dog activities in public profile 
m akes it difficult for the public to increase their aw areness even if they w anted  
to.
There are often essential and  anim ate elem ents m issing in the m edia portrayal 
of any sled dog activity. The highlights tha t do  reach the public eye are often 
externally  focused, looking m erely at the final lim ited p ro d u ct — the race an d  its 
w inners. H ow  often do you find personal accounts of ind iv idual m ushers ' points 
of v iew  of their experiences in runn ing  w ith  dogs? M y hope for this s tu d y  is to 
reduce this chasm  by sharing  a sam ple of people and  dogs in the M ontana 
m ush ing  com m unity. W ho are these m ushers? W ho are their dogs? W here do 
they hve? W hy do they do w h at they do?
The m usher profiles explore the sled dog ow ners' m otives, the connections 
betw een dog  drivers, dogs and  nature , and, perhaps m ore fundam entally , reflect 
on w h at is possibly one of our society 's last tethers to the natu ra l w orld.
II. METHODS
The Public Land Management Surveys
In an a ttem pt to establish the distribution  of sled dog activities and  utilization 
of sled dogs on M ontana public lands, as w ell as get an indication of the level of 
use, type of m anagem ent problem s relating  to sled dog a n d /o r  other dog 
activities, I designed and  d istribu ted  a survey to M ontana federal and  state land 
m anagem ent agencies.
I sen t questionnaires to all ten USDA Forest Service (PS) N ational Forests (NF) 
encom passing all 57 adm inistrative offices, including  ranger districts, 
headquarters, inform ation stations and  supervisors' offices. I received 32 
com pleted questionnaires from  the USFS.
In addition , I sent questionnaires to the fifteen USDI Bureau of Land 
M anagem ent (BLM) offices in  M ontana. I received six com pleted questionnaires 
from  the BLM.
S um m ary  C hart of L and  M anagem en t Q u estio n n a ires
AGENCY NUMBER SENT
NUMBER RETURNED 
COMPLETED
USFS 57 32
BLM 15 6
NFS 2 2
FWP 9 2
Total 83 42
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O ne questionnaire each w as sent to the tw o M ontana USDI N ational Park 
Services (NFS) parks. I received com pleted questionnaires from  both.
I also sent questionnaires to the n ine State of M ontana Fish, W ildlife and 
Parks (FWP) offices, and  received tw o com pleted questionnaires.
To save postage an d  m aterial costs, I choose to include, b u t no t send 
questionnaires to the follow ing M ontana land  m anagem ent agencies: The 
M ontana D epartm ent of State Lands (DSL), the USDI Fish and  W ildlife Services 
(USDI FWS) and the USDI Bureau of Reclamation. H ow ever, I tried to reach 
each office over the p hone or visit their office in  person. The above agencies 
responded  tha t this s tu d y  d id  no t perta in  to their m anagem ent areas.
The Musher Survey
I selected m ushers from  tw o lists. O ne list w as a m ailing list from  one of 
M ontana 's m ajor sled dog equ ipm ent suppliers in Kalispell, the o ther list w as a 
m em bership  listing from  M ontana M ountain  M ushers based  on Seeley Lake. The 
g roup  of m ushers I selected m ay or m ay no t bear sem blance to a cross-section of 
sled dog ow ners in  M ontana; how ever, the view s of these indiv iduals m ay give 
a better sense of the w ay  these m ushers sort th rough  issues, and  reasons w hy 
they favor or oppose certain concepts relating to their user group. W hat I w as 
looking for w ere ind iv idual experiences and  personal perspectives and  opinions.
To address sled dog  issues in M ontana m ore com prehensively I w an ted  to 
review  a w ide variety  of sled dog users. I sent questionnaires to tw enty-five 
M ontana m ushers. I explained m y project and  asked them  to  com plete the form. 
Tw elve responden ts re tu rned  their com pleted questionnaires. I also follow ed up  
w ith  a phone call or personal m eeting w ith  several of the responden ts after I 
received their com pleted responses.
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I selected ind iv iduals to include in the M ontana m usher profiles based  on 
their represen tation  of different aspects and  levels of sled dog activities and  
situations in  M ontana. M y intention  w as to treat each m usher as an ind iv idual 
yet rep resen t the different facets of sled dog ow nership . I do no t believe it is fair 
to generalize although I d id  d raw  som e in terpretive conclusions.
To p u t the M ontana m usher scenario in  perspective, I also sent questionnaires 
to A laskan m ushers for com parative purposes. I sent ou t questionnaires to 
tw enty  different A laskan m ushers. N ine of these ind iv iduals responded  w ith  
com pleted questionnaires. I again m et w ith  or m ade phone contact w ith  several 
of these m ushers w ho  responded.
To address som e of the ecological an d  social issues from  a m ore holistic . 
approach, I also sen t o u t a questionnaire to ten veterinarians w ho are m em bers of 
the In ternational Sled Dog V eterinary M edical A ssociation (ISDVMA). Four 
veterinarians responded  w ith  a com pleted questionnaire.
Summary Chart of M usher/Veterinarian Questionnaire
CATEGORY NUMBER SENT
NUMBER
RETURNED
COMPLETED
M ontana M ushers 25 12
A laska M ushers 20 9
V eterinarians 10 4
Total 55 25
III. M ANAG ING  DOGS ON PUBLIC LANDS
B ackground
The m ovem ent tow ard  banning  dogs from  public trails in m any areas of the 
U nited  States is trend. W ith an increasing influx of people to M ontana ou r public 
lands m ay  be subject to such bans. A ccording to D annen, w ho is an active 
backcountry  visitor w ith  his dogs, it is no longer an option to bring dogs, even on 
a leash, aw ay from  roads in G rand  Teton, Rocky M ountain , Yellowstone or 
Glacier N ational Parks (D annen, 1993). Dog packing is banned  in U tah  national 
parks such as Zion, Bryce C anyon, A rches, Capitol Reef and  C anyonlands. Dogs 
w ere once perm itted  on the trails in G reat Basin N ational Park  in N evada; 
how ever, dogs are now  b anned  from  its trails. A lthough packing an d  hiking 
w ith  dogs is still perm itted  on som e N ational Park  Service lands, the trend  is in 
the o ther direction. M ushing w as once perm itted  in Y ellowstone N ational Park 
b u t is now  a prohib ited  activity. Further, according to D annen, a p roposed  
m anagem ent p lan  for C olorado 's Roosevelt and  A rapaho  N ational Forests w ould  
ban  dogs from  the w ilderness areas in these forests.
There is an  increasing in terest in  sled dog activities in M ontana the rest of the 
U nited  States as w ell as globally (W alling, 1995). M ost M ontana m ushers are 
d ep en d en t on  public lands for their activities. A com plete ban  of dogs from  
public trails w ou ld  exclude m any people from  experiencing the backcountry  
th rough  sled  dog activities. W hy are dogs banned  from  public lands, an d  is it
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possible for land  m anaging  agencies to create and  enforce stricter guidelines for 
better m anagem ent of dogs on trails, ra ther than to ban  them  com pletely?
"O ne of hum an ity 's  o ldest innovations, the leash, can elim inate all 
undesirab le  aspects of dogs on trails" (Dannen, 1993). A ccording to D annen, the 
m ain  reasons for bann ing  dogs from  the w ild  are dog predation  or attem pted  
p redation  on w ildlife an d  h u m an /can in e  conflicts. Regulations in all N ational 
Park  Service areas and  m any Forest Service backcountry  areas require tha t dogs 
be leashed, b u t there are those w ho do no t follow  these regulations. Yet 
com plete banning  of all dogs because som e dog  ow ners disobey leash 
regulations is akin to bann ing  all people from  public lands because som e hikers 
choose to litter along the trails. D annen believes tha t land  m anagers op t for 
com plete bans for tw o reason: (1) they are unaw are of several m anagem ent 
techniques tha t are m ore effective than a com plete ban  and  (2) they do  no t realize 
that dogs can help in several w ays to achieve the goals for w hich w ilderness 
areas are preserved.
"A com plete ban  on dogs is no t the m ost effective w ay  to lim it dog problem s 
because hikers w ith  dogs v iew  the ban  as unreasonable, p rov id ing  no alternative 
except to violate the ban  or stay ou t of the w ilds" (D annen 1993). M any hikers 
w ill h ike w ith  their dogs desp ite  regulations prohib iting  dogs. Some of these ban 
breakers are w ell-inform ed and  ethical and  keep their dogs leashed and  ou t of 
trouble b u t m any tu rn  their dogs loose, and  som e of these dogs can cause 
problem s. D annen suggests five alternatives to a com plete ban. The m ost 
effective, h e  believes, is sim ply to p o st p rom inen t signs tha t proclaim  that all 
dogs m u st be leashed, backed u p  by  citations to violators issued  by patrolling 
rangers. M any land m anaging agencies have experienced significant success
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w ith  this technique. Four o ther techniques already used  in other m anagem ent 
contexts include self-registration of users w ith  dogs at trailheads, backcountry 
use perm its, lim ited access of dogs to certain trails, and  special use perm its for 
ind iv idual dog  ow ners. D annen fu rther suggests that rules for people w ith  dogs 
should  include: (1) All dogs should  be u n d er direct physical control of their 
ow ners. (2) C ontinuous bark ing  m ust be prevented . (3) Dogs m ust not be 
allow ed to approach  o ther trail users unless they initiate the contact. (4) If 
livestock is encountered, people w ith  dogs m ust m ove far enough  off the trail to 
p reven t dogs and  o ther anim als from  disturb ing  each other.
"Public land  m anagers have a responsibility  to accom m odate people w ith  
dogs because dogs contribute to goals of w ilderness p reservation  in m any w ays" 
(D annen, 1993). D annen has p u t together a list of seven w ays in w hich dogs m ay 
contribute to these goals:
1. Traveling backcountry  trails is supposed  to be enjoyable, and  m any people 
enjoy their experience w hen  accom panied by  dogs.
2. Pack dogs and  sled dogs, for instance, assist hum ans in appreciating scenic 
values by  m aking room  in either their packs or sled, or ad d ed  room  in a 
h um an  pack for binoculars, cam eras and  guidebooks. This can be especially 
im portan t, even on  short trips, for o lder people or for fam ilies w ith  sm all 
children.
3. Dogs are the easiest pack  anim als to transport to trailheads, requ iring  less 
room  for parking.
4. Dogs u sed  for packing a n d /o r  transporta tion  p rov ide historical association 
w ith  previous w ilderness travel da ting  back as far as 11,000 years.
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5. Dogs have less im pact than  any other beast of bu rden , causing no  grazing 
com petition w ith  w ild  anim als, no  reduction  of trail-side flow ers and  no trail 
erosion.
6. C anine com panionship  allows backcountry  travelers to enjoy w ilderness 
so litude w ithou t the discom fort tha t com plete so litude produces in  m any 
hum ans.
7. Dogs share their senses w ith  hum ans, po in ting  o u t natu ra l occurrences tha t 
people o therw ise often w ou ld  m iss, including  the presence of predators.
W ith a couple of paw s still in the w orld  of their w ild  ancestors, dogs can help
people step  ou tside of a strictly hum an  view point, becom ing w hat John M uir 
described as a w indow  th rough  w hich he looked w ith  greater sym pathy  into all 
o ther living beings. D espite the value of dogs in  the w ilds, the m om entum  in 
m any regions is against dogs in the backcountry  —his includes pack dogs and  
sled dogs. "M anagem ent of w ild lands is designed  to be dem ocratic. Though 
not exactly governed by  m ajority vote, w ilderness m anagers are strongly 
influenced by  w hatever segm ents of the public m ake their desires know n" 
(D annen, 1993). If responsible dog ow ners do  no t state tha t they w an t to bring  
their dogs in to  the backcountry , o thers w ill sh u t them  out. "W ilderness 
m anagers tell m e they never hear from  dog ow ners un til a ban  is in place. One 
ban  leads to another. If dogs are banned  from  Roosevelt and  A rapaho national 
forests tom orrow , you r favorite area could  be hit next year" (Dannen, 1993).
Is this trend  of banning  dogs from  the backcountry  d u e  to bureaucratic  inertia 
or are the problem s w ith  dogs on public lands a fact? To find  ou t w h at the state 
of M ontana public lands and  dog activities are, I d istribu ted  questionnaires to all
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the M ontana public land  m anagem ent agencies. To view  the questionnaire sent 
to land  m anagem ent agencies, see A ppendix  D.
L and  M anagem ent Survey R esults
The total num ber of land  m anaging agencies tha t responded  w ith  re tu rned  
questionnaires w ere 42. Of these, 32 w ere from  USDA Forest Service (FS) 
agencies, six w ere from  Bureau of Land M anagem ent (BLM), tw o w ere from  
USDI N ational Park  Service (NFS), and  the D epartm ent of Fish, W ildlife and 
Parks (FWP) responded  w ith  tw o re tu rned  questionnaires.
Several agency offices including the US D epartm ent of the Interior Bureau of 
Reclam ation and  the US D epartm ent of the Interior Fish and  W ildlife Service, 
responded  tha t neither sled dogs nor o ther dogs w ere an  issue, or d id  no t pertain  
to their m anagem ent areas.
Some of these land  m anaging  agencies w ere in  eastern  M ontana w here there 
m ay be scattered sled dog ow nership; how ever, because poor snow  conditions in 
eastern  M ontana, the use o f public lands for sled dog  activities m ay occur 
p rim arily  in the w estern  p a rt of the state.
I also contacted the M ontana D epartm ent of State Lands (DSL) to request 
their partic ipation  in  answ ering  the questionnaire. They responded  tha t because 
the recreational use program  on their lands is still in a developm ental stage, they 
preferred  an  in terv iew  at their m ain  office in M issoula ra ther than partic ipating  
in a w ritten  survey.
Follow ing is a graphic com parison of the agencies' relative concerns, w ith in  
the tw o dom estic canine groups, and  their re lationship  am ong total dom estic 
canine conflicts.
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The responden ts have a greater concern w ith  "other dogs" versus sled dogs, 
b u t this does no t account for the responden ts ' fam iliarity w ith, or frequency of 
use betw een  canine groups. Relative concerns appear in  sim ilar categories for 
the tw o canine groups (See Tables 1 & 2 and  Charts 1 & 2).
D om estic Canine Ecological Conflicts
CONFLICT SLED DOGS
OTHER
DOGS
NO.
RESPOND
SLED DOG 
% RESPOND
OTHER % 
RESPOND
1 Conflict with wildlife 5 32 42 12.20 78.05
2 Disease & Parasites 2 8 4.88 19.51
3 Trail/site impact 5 14 12.20 34.15
4 Impact on water source 1 7 2.44 17.07
5 Impact on vegetation 2 2 4.88 4.88
6 Impact on land surface 1 2 2.44 4.88
7 Other environmental concerns 1
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2
67
2.44 4.88
Percentages d o  n o t a d d  u p  to  100% since no t all resp o n d en ts  answ ered  all questions, an d  m ost re sp o n d ed  to  m ore th an  one question. (Total 
re sp o n d en ts  = n u m b er o f questionnaires com pleted  and  re tu rned ; No. Sled dogs = n u m b er responses to p a rticu lar questions in that 
category; N o. O th er D ogs = n u m b er responses to p a rticu lar questions in that category.)
Table 1. Relative ecological concerns of dom estic canines by agencies in 
various conflict areas.
COC
O
CL
0(Cd
c01
0̂
Ch
H  Sled Dogs 
O  Other Dogs
80.00
70.00
60.00
i W i l d l i50.00
40.00 Trails
30.00
W a t e r
20.00
10.00
C o n f l i c t s
C hart 1. G raphic com parison of relative ecological concerns of dom estic
canines by agencies in various conflict areas.
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D om estic Canine Social Conflicts
CONFLICT SLED DOGS
OTHER
DOGS
NO.
RESPOND
SLED DOG 
% RESPOND
OTHER % 
RESPOND
1 People conflict 5 26 4 2 1 1 .9 0 6 1 .9 0
2 Livestock conflict 8 0 .0 0 19.05
3 Conflict between dogs 2 18 4 .7 6 4 2 .8 6
4 Accidents 5 0 .0 0 11 .90
5 N oise 2 17 4 .7 6 4 0 .4 8
6 Waste control 5 15 1 1 .9 0 35 .71
7 Littering 1 0 .0 0 2 .3 8
8 Conditions @ trailheads 3 3 7 .14 7 .14
9 Visual impacts 1 5 2 .38 1 1 .9 0
10 Impositions on wilderness values 4 0 .0 0 9 .5 2
11 Historical significance 0 .0 0 0 .0 0
12 Kennel management 1 0 .0 0 2 .38
13 Treatment of animals 0 .0 0 0 .0 0
14 Conflict between user groups 5 11 1 1 .9 0 2 6 .1 9
15 Other social conflicts 2 4 4 .7 6 9 .52
25 118
Percentages d o  n o t ad d  u p  to 100% since no t all re sp o n d en ts answ ered  all questions, a n d  m ost re sp o n d ed  to m ore th an  one question. (Total 
re sp o n d en ts = n u m b er o f questionnaires com pleted  and  re tu rned ; N o. Sled dogs = n u m b er responses to p a rticu lar questions in  that 
category; N o. O th er D ogs = n u m b er responses to  p a rticu lar questions in  that category.)
Table 2. Relative social concerns of dom estic canines by  agencies in 
various conflict areas.
H  Sled Dogs 
CH Other Dogs
7 0 .0 0
6 0 .0 0
5 0 .0 0  -
'P. 4 0 .0 0
3 0 .0 0 Noise
20.00 W a s t e
10.00
C o n flic ts
10  11 12 13 14 15
C hart 2. G raphic com parison of relative ecological concerns of dom estic
canines by  agencies in various conflict areas.
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M ontana Federal Lands
US Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation 
W ithin M ontana, the Bureau of Reclam ation m anages approxim ately  200,000 
acres of land  and  80,000 acres of w ater surface. Reclam ation lands are available 
for a variety  of recreational uses. These areas are m anaged  by  the Bureau of 
Reclam ation, M ontana A rea Office, Billings, M ontana.
The Billings Reclam ation Office responded  verbally tha t to their know ledge 
there is no sled dog use on  their lands, b u t the possibility exists. H ow ever, a t this 
tim e, there are no restrictions on  b ring ing  dogs on  their lands. They further 
reported  no know n problem s associated w ith  canine use from  any of their four 
field branches or stations.
US Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
The Fish and  W ildlife Service m anages approxim ately  1.1 m illion acres of 
national w ildlife refuges and  w aterfow l p roduction  areas in M ontana. Of the 
seven refuges and  w aterfow l p roduction  areas w ith  w hich I m ade phone contact, 
tw o re tu rn ed  m y calls to p rov ide  inform ation on canine m anagem ent issues. 
N one, how ever, indicated  any sled dog use.
Each refuge has different visitor opportun ities and  different access policies 
and  restrictions. A variety  of recreational opportun ities exist on these lands, and 
visitors are encouraged to contact the refuge before going afield.
The Lee M etcalf N ational W ildlife Refuge in Stevensville includes a 600-acre 
w aterfow l p roduction  area w here hu n tin g  of w aterfow l w ith  retrieving dogs is 
allow ed. The hu n tin g  dogs are requ ired  to be u n d er voice control. The refuge 
has approxim ately  2,800 acres of hiking or w alking trails w here  dogs are allow ed
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if kep t on  a leash. A t this po in t in tim e the responden t indicated  no problem s. 
"W e  d o n 't  see problem s w ith  the people w ho intentionally  bring  their dogs to 
our area. They are real good about controlling their dogs. It is loose dogs from  
the interface area that are a big, big problem . W e are su rro u n d ed  by  suburb  
areas, an d  w e have loose dogs run n in g  th rough  the refuge chasing deer and 
b irds all the time."
The Lee M etcalf Refuge responden t suggested  tha t study  on the b road  issue 
of dog  m anagem ent is definitely needed. She indicated that guidelines and 
recom m endations for dom estic canine m anagem ent tha t could be developed and  
d istribu ted  in  all counties.
The N ational Bison R ange area includes N inepine, Pablo and  Swan River 
N ational W ildlife Refuges. They responded  tha t they allow  dogs on a leash as 
p a rt of the "Self-A u to T our" on  the Bison Range. They also allow  dogs in the 
w ildlife refuges on  a leash and  supervised  only. There is no hun ting  in these 
refuges. There are no o ther restrictions perta in ing  to dogs; how ever, the 
responden t indicated  that there is a very  slight problem  w ith  concentrations of 
dogs a ro u n d  the Bison Range visitor center and  picnic area.
US Department of Agriculture Forest Service (FS)
The m ajority of the public lands used  by sled dogs in M ontana are national 
forests, m anaged  by  USDA Forest Service. In M ontana there are m ore than  16.8 
m illion acres of national forests — a tract of land  larger than  the entire state of 
W est V irginia, containing 12 w ilderness areas, 13,000 m iles of h iking trails, 2,000 
m iles of snow m obile trails, and  425 m iles of cross-country ski routes, am ong 
m any  o ther features (Ferguson, 1990).
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"N ational Forests w ere created to im prove and  protect the resources w ithin  
their boundaries w hile allow ing for the use of those resources" (Ferguson, 1990). 
U nlike national parks, w hich w ere set aside to preserve ou tstand ing  w ild areas in 
their na tu ra l state, and  w here strict protection is their p rim ary  em phasis, national 
forests perm it the harvesting  of tim ber, w ildlife, m inerals, grass — as well as 
firew ood, berries and  m ushroom s —  on a controlled basis. M ontana's national 
forests fall in  the N o rthern  Region, also know n as Region One. The regional 
office is located in  M issoula, M ontana.
M any recreation standards in  N ational Forest Plans state that the forest will 
p rov ide for a w ide spectrum  of forest-related d ispersed  recreation activities and  
range of skill levels available to forest visitors. A nd further, tha t recreation 
p rogram s w ill p rov ide for use of the forest on a year-round basis in  areas that 
w ill m inim ize conflicts betw een user groups and  o ther forest resources. Some of 
the goals include to p rov ide for a w ide variety  of d ispersed  recreation 
opportun ities in  a forest setting  available to a w ide segm ent of society. Flowever, 
none of the respond ing  Forest Service agencies indicated  dom estic canine 
activities are included  in their land  m anagem ent plans.
Below I have listed the nine national forests and  the 22 ranger districts that 
reported  som e degree of sled dog use in their respective m anagem ent areas. I 
have included  brief descrip tion  of the national forest, and  som e of their m ain 
concerns an d  suggestions for p ro p er dog  m anagem ent. A lso included are som e 
of their view s of sled dog use, and  w hat responsible dog m anagem ent m eans to 
them . M any of the concerns are very  sim ilar betw een  the different 
adm in istra tive areas. To avoid  redundancy , I focus on  the com m ents tha t are 
u n iq u e  to  the particu lar areas.
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All of the national forests allow  dogs access to som e extent. M any areas 
restric t access to dogs in certain areas, such as cam pgrounds, beaches and 
groom ed ski trails, and  du rin g  certain tim es of the year. M ost national forest 
cam pgrounds and  developed recreation sites have leash laws. A w arn ing  notice 
or a fine m ay be issued  in  case of violation of these laws.
For any com m ercial activity involving dogs, such as sled dog tours or 
ou tfitted  lion hunts, a perm it is required , no t because of the use of dogs, b u t due 
to its com m ercial nature. M ost conflicts involving dogs in  national forests, and  a 
m ain concerns for all the respond ing  agencies, are loose or uncontrolled  dogs.
Beaverhead National Forest
Tw o w ilderness areas exist in this national forest: 108,000 acres of the Lee 
M etcalf W ilderness, and  72,537 acres of the A naconda-Pintler W ildernesses.
There are 168 miles of snow m obile trails and  several m arked  a n d /o r  groom ed 
cross-country ski trails in  the B eaverhead N ational Forest (N.F.).
1. Dillon Ranger D istr ic t. There w ere som e know n m ushing  activities in the 
p ast in  this ranger district, and  it is possible tha t sled dog activities occur 
occasionally in  the w inter. Dogs are no t allow ed on cross-country ski trails 
du rin g  the w inter. H ikers are often accom panied by  pack dogs and  pets.
The D illon Ranger D istrict (R.D.) reports tha t there are no  m ajor problem s 
w ith  any dogs here. There have been som e conflicts betw een loose dogs and  
livestock as w ell as w ildlife, o ther dogs and  w ith  people. Loose dogs have bitten 
people in  this area. Dogs bark ing  in cam pgrounds have also been  an  issue.
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"G enerally, if ow ners have control over their dogs, w e d o n 't see any 
problem s. People enjoy hav ing  dogs around  as com pany, for w ork, and  to help 
g u ard  personal p roperty  and  children. A lot of people enjoy seeing sled dogs."
2, Madison Ranger District in Ennis. There are at least tw o m ushers in this 
adm inistra tive area. There are no problem s w ith  the sled dog activities in the 
M adison R.D. "W e have a very  low  dom estic canine activity frequency on this 
district, and  no  real problem s have resulted ." The m usher im age is very positive 
and  the sled dog ow ners w ork  w ith  other groups to p rom ote the sport, including 
school presentations, donated  trips, etc. "R ight now , m ushing  prom otes tourism , 
quality  of life, and m ultip le  use of forests. Responsible canine use prom otes a 
m ultip le use a ttitude and  tolerance of o ther people. H ound  hun ting  m ay 
prom ote sound  w ildlife m anagem ent and  local outfitting. Seeing a sled dog team  
is a real novelty." It w as suggested  tha t dog users need  to m onitor o ther dogs 
users, to be sure all are in com pliance w ith  the few  regulations that now  
currently  exist. "If the public sees any form  of abuse to land  or dogs, they  w ill 
dem and  action."
This d istric t responden t suggested  tha t perhaps som e sled dogs, because of 
their genetic sim ilarities w ith  w olves, w ill or could reduce fears associated w ith  
w olf réin troduction.
The m ain  canine problem s in  this area w ere local dogs runn ing  loose, 
harassing  w ildlife or livestock, and  causing accidents w hile feeding on roadkill. 
In all likelihood, any possible com m ercial dog-sledding  requests w ill be denied  
in the designated  w ilderness areas, as a tool to m inim ize use.
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3. Wisdom Ranger District. There is at least one m usher in the area. M any 
skiers b ring  their pets along. Some conflicts have occurred on som e groom ed ski 
trails w here dogs are no t allow ed. This ranger d istrict has designated  ski trails 
w here  dogs are allow ed, and  this has helped  in reducing  the conflict w ith  o ther 
skiers. O w ners w ith  dogs in restricted  areas as well as ow ners of loose dogs in 
cam pgrounds m ay be fined $25.
The W isdom  R.D. suggested  tha t responsible canine activities w ou ld  include 
practicing low  im pact techniques to keep evidence of dog presence to a 
m inim um . They ind icated  that sled dogs w ou ld  ad d  a positive im age to this 
area, if m anaged  p roperly  and  kep t on the designated  dog trails. They suggested 
tha t it w ould  be a good idea for any groups w ith  a large num ber of dogs to notify 
agency people well in advance of any  p lanned  trips or events, to m inim ize 
possible conflicts.
The best w ay to pro tect public lands from  negative environm ental im pact, 
and  the dog  activity from  negative im age, according to the W isdom  R.D. 
respondent, is to p lan  and  com m unicate well w ith  agencies as well as the public. 
This d istrict w ou ld  like to see educational efforts w ith  low  im pact techniques 
em phasized  for all dog  users.
Bitterroot National Forest
Two w ilderness areas are p a rt of this national forest's adm inistration. 
A pproxim ately  250,000 acres of the 1.3 m illion acre Selw ay-Bitterroot W ilderness 
are located in the M ontana portion  of the B itterroot N.F. w hich spills over into 
Idaho. The A naconda-Pintler W ilderness contains 41,162 acres located on this 
N.F. Several d ispersed  areas th rough  the forest include snow m obile trails. M any
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groom ed o r m arked cross county trails exist, especially around  the Lost Trail 
Pass.
4. Stevensville Ranger District. Some annual sled dog activity is know n in this 
area. M any skiers w ith  pet dogs frequent the open  m eadow s and  other parts of 
the forest, and  pet dogs are com m on year-round. Leash laws are in existence in 
developed  recreation areas.
The m ain  im pact from  dogs no ted  in this area are pe t dogs tied up  to trees 
causing dam age an d  noise w hile their ow ners dow nhill ski, possibly posing  
physical threats to passers-by. A nother ecological and  social concern of this 
district w as dead  pets d ro p p ed  off in the w oods.
The Stevensville R.D. suggested tha t in the event of any p lanned  dog  activity 
in  the area the m anagem ent agency should  be notified. Sled dog activities could 
contribute to a positive im age and  offer the public recreational alternatives.
Custer National Forest
O ne w ilderness area exists in this national forest. Of the Absaroka-Beartooth 
W ilderness, 345,694 acres are on the Custer. The Beartooth M ountains offer 
m any opportun ities for alpine cross-country skiing. M any areas are rugged  and 
steep, an d  snow m obiling is recom m ended for experts only. O nly a few  trails are 
m arked  an d  m aintained.
5. Beartooth Ranger District in Red Lodge. F requent sled dog activities exist in 
this area. There are com m ercial outfitters as w ell as dog sled races. A perm it is 
needed  for all races, com m ercial gu id ing  and  touring. Sled dogs have a positive 
im age th rough  public involvem ent in local races. Pet dogs are com m on 
th ro u g h o u t the area and  the Beartooth R.D. w ou ld  like to see responsible pe t care
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and  control b rough t to a h igher level for every one 's benefit. Loose dogs runn ing  
in  packs have been know n to take dow n deer in the w inter.
There have been som e conflicts betw een cross-country skiers w ith  loose dogs 
and  m ushers. Loose dogs m ay ru n  into team s and  cause fighting. In general, 
these conflicts seem  to be resolved betw een user groups.
This ranger district stressed user g roup  tolerance and  problem  resolution 
th rough  com m unication and  education. "People need  to take responsibility  for 
their ow n an d  their dogs' actions." Litter used  to be a year-round problem , in 
general, especially in  the w ilderness area. W ilderness m anagers in the Beartooth 
Ranger D istrict of the C uster N ational Forest decided  to tackle this problem  
through  education. Beginning in  1979, forestry technicians began teaching a "no­
trace" class, targeted  especially at youth. In recent years, the p rogram  has 
reached u p  to tw enty  percen t of the total sixth grade popula tion  in M ontana.
"The success of the C uster no-trace p rogram  is m aking resource m anagers take a 
second look at the ideas of using  education  for all user groups to solve land-use 
problem s."
Deerlodge National Forest
The A naconda-Pintler W ilderness is 44,175 acres located on  the D eerlodge 
N ational Forest. The w ilderness straddles the continental d ivide, w ith  elevations 
varying by m ore than  five thousand  feet. There are around  forty  miles of m arked 
cross-country ski trails, and  m ore than  230 m iles of signed snow m obile trails on 
the Forest.
6. Jefferson Ranger District in Whitehall. In this area m ushing , skijoring, and 
dog  packing  exist am ong hiking dogs and  trailing hounds. The im age of sled
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dogs as w ell as pet dogs is positive here. "Leash law s are usually  obeyed and 
m ost dogs seem  w ell m annered ." There have been conflicts w ith  w ildlife and 
loose dogs in  som e calving and  faw ning areas as well as som e problem s w ith 
loose dogs conflicting w ith  people an d  other dogs in cam pground. M ost 
problem s appear to be associated w ith  local dogs. "The public lands could be 
m ore p ro tected  from  dom estic canine im pacts if w e m onitored  the subdivision 
interface areas." The Jefferson Ranger District considers dogs accom panying 
hum ans in the backcountry  positively: "Dogs provide com panionship and 
enhance recreation experiences for people, if controlled."
7. Phillipsburg Ranger District. M ushing exists here, including  som e sled dog 
races. There are also trailing hounds used  for m ountain  lion hun ting  in this area. 
"Trailing ho u n d s are an  effective w ay to h u n t m ounta in  lion and  contribute to 
controlling the lion population . M ushing is just another type of use, no m ore nor 
less legitim ate than others. It does offer the variety  of use and  experience. But, 
d u e  to its low  frequency of use there are no specially designated  trail system s, so 
som e problem s m ay arise."
There has been som e conflict betw een  snow m obile users versus sled dog 
users. D angerous situations m ay develop w hen  high speed snow m obilers come 
around  b lind  corners m eeting an approaching dog team . Snow m obilers and  
m ushers m ust use the sam e trails since dogs are not allow ed on cross-country 
trails.
Phillipsburg  R.D. no ted  tha t a sanitation clause should  be m ade p art of a 
m anagem ent criteria w hen  a large num ber of dogs are in  a confined area, such as 
a certain  trail o r trail head , for any  length  of time. "D om estic canine user groups 
need  to b e  aw are of the conflicts that m ay arise, and  they need  to w ork  w ith  the
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local or o ther user g roups ahead  of time. As w ith  any o ther user groups, they 
need  to com m unicate before the fact."
Flathead National Forest
The Bob M arshall W ilderness Com plex contains three contiguous w ilderness 
areas: The Bob M arshall, The G reat Bear and  the Scapegoat. A pproxim ately 
tw o-th irds of these w ilderness lands are m anaged  by  the F lathead N ational 
Forest. The M ission M ountains have 73,877 acres of rugged , rocky lands. M any 
opportun ities exist for cross-country skiers, and  for snow m obile users. 
A pproxim ately  200 m iles of groom ed snow m obile trails exist in the F lathead N.F.
8. Hungry Horse Ranger District. This d istrict reported  tha t som e m ush ing  
does exist, b u t at a very  low  frequency. There are trailing hounds and  m any pets 
in the area. There are extensive adm inistrative problem s w ith  pets runn ing  loose 
in recreation areas. M any com plaints have been filed from  hikers, cam pers and 
skiers. "People w ith  loose runn ing  pets have a very negative im age tha t could 
affect everyone."
The H u n g ry  H orse d istrict no ted  that actions could be taken to ban  dogs from  
recreation areas if dogs continue to be a nuisance. They recom m ended education 
as a tool to get people to keep their dogs u n d er control, suggesting that m ushing  
clubs could set a good exam ple.
9. The North Fork Ranger District in Columbia Falls. There is a sled dog race 
three days p er year for w hich  a special use perm it is issued. This is an event that 
involves locals and  has a very  positive image. "It is som ething that people look 
fo rw ard  to every year."
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Existing leash law s in cam pgrounds are generally obeyed and  there w ere no 
com plaints w ith  any dom estic canine user groups from  this district.
10. Swan Lake Ranger District. M ushing and skijoring occur in the district 
along w ith  a high frequency of p e t dogs and  trailing hounds. There are some 
problem s w ith  loose dogs and  barking dogs in cam pgrounds and  established 
recreation sites.
The Sw an Lake d istrict no ted  tha t com petitive events and  exposed activities 
such as trailing hounds and  w orking sled dogs have a positive economic benefit 
and  positive spectator benefits. "These activities have a m ostly  positive im age to 
the public. M ost people appreciate and  u nderstand  our society 's desire and need 
to ow n dogs." They ad d ed  tha t "hounding" can have either a negative or 
positive effect depend ing  on peop le 's understand ing  of this activity. This, they 
noted, is also applicable to ecological values, w here depend ing  on the population  
levels of lions, bears, etc., trailing hounds can be either positive or negative.
This d istric t recom m ended open com m unication w ith  public and 
m anagem ent and  tha t dog users be considerate of others.
11. Tally Lake Ranger District in Whitefish. Sled dogs are often seen training on 
roadw ays in the fall and  snow m obile trails in the w inter. Dogs are no t allow ed 
on groom ed cross-country trails nor in The Big M ountain  Ski & Sum m er resort 
area. Dogs are w elcom e in m ost of the N ational Forest. H ow ever, this district 
sees the need  to address w hether sled dogs should  be allow ed use or den ied  use 
in  areas o ther than  restric ted  areas, as m entioned above. Skiers w ithou t dogs 
have issued  com plaints about skiers w ith  dogs destroy ing  trails; how ever, this 
d id  no t app ly  to sled dogs. There w ere also som e problem s w ith  lack of w aste
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control on  trails and  cam pgrounds. W hether this applied  to sled dogs on 
snow m obile trails w as no t indicated.
The Tally Lake R.D. noted  tha t dom estic canine user groups have a som ew hat 
negative im age in this area because "som e of the canine user groups do  no t 
u n d erstan d  tha t som e people do no t w an t som eone else's pe t in their face." 
A nother reason for the negative im age w as an increased residential expansion in 
areas w here  deer are p resen t and  dogs have harassed  deer. "Pet ow ners just 
need to realize tha t m any forest users do not appreciate pets being unrestrained ."
Gallatin National Forest
Tw o w ilderness areas are p a rt of the Gallatin: The Lee M etcalf has 140,00 
acres of w ilderness on the G allatin N.F., and  the A bsaroka-Beartooth has 575,000 
acres of w ilderness on  the Gallatin.
There are ten ind iv idual public snow m obiling areas on the forest, w ith  426 
m iles of m arked  trails. T w o-hundred  miles of groom ed trails tie into trails going 
into Y ellowstone N ational Park  and  Idaho.
12. Big Timber Ranger District. This ranger district w as no t sure b u t thought 
that som e m ush ing  existed in the areas. N o sled dog rela ted  problem s w ere 
know n at this time. They no ted  tha t they  w ou ld  like to see m ore people 
physically controlling their pe t dogs to avoid  confrontations w ith  w ildlife, people 
and  o ther dogs. "D ogs can have bo th  negative and  positive user im age 
d epend ing  on  the user group. For exam ple, there are a lot of irresponsible pet 
ow ners, b u t dogs also do  a lo t of good in society, such as search and  rescue 
operations w ith  dogs."
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13. Bozeman Ranger District. O nly lim ited m ushing  w as know n to exist in this 
district. "A t least one dog team  on one occasion has im pacted  cross-country ski 
trails, by  destroy ing  set track of Forest Service. Pet dogs cause a great deal of 
visual im pact of excrem ent on our m ost p opu la r ski trails." If loose p e t dogs 
becom e a greater problem , a "zero-tolerance" approach  m ay cause an increase of 
restrictions on dogs.
14. Hebgen Lake Ranger District. Tem porary  day-use perm its have been 
issued  for sled dog tours in  this district. This district reported  coordination is 
necessary w ith  sled dog w in ter routes to avoid  possible conflicts w ith  
snow m obile users an d  wildlife.
"A ny dog tha t is no t on a leash, loose sled dog or pet, m ay cause conflicts 
w ith  people, o ther dogs and  wildlife. Further, m any sled dogs together can be 
very  noisy." Sled dogs as well as o ther dogs have caused com plaints w hen 
p resen t on groom ed snow m obile and  cross-country trails. "Dom estic canine use 
in ou r area has no t h it any  record heights yet, b u t it is definitely on the increase."
15. Livingston Ranger District. Sled dog treks are offered by  at least one 
touring  business in this district. Some conflicts have occurred betw een perm itted  
sled dog  outfitters and  un leashed  dogs associated w ith  cross-country skiers. In 
their ou tfitter and  gu ide perm it, this district requires tha t dog sleds m ust y ield to 
non-gu ided  public w hile on trails. They also state in their perm it tha t excrem ent 
m ust be d isposed  of. The district reported  that 99% of the tim e these ru les are 
obeyed.
C om plain ts betw een  snow m obilers, cross-country skiers and  m ushers have 
occurred. "All the groups voice the sam e com plaints of the o ther user g roups not
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yield ing  trails." C ross-country skiers not aw are of sled dog use on the trail until 
the last nainute have caused som e com plaints. "Loose dogs are always a 
problem ."
W aste control at trail heads, and  m ushers ' dog trucks blocking snow m obile 
access w ere  som e of the recurring  com plaints in this district. A nother problem  
has been confrontations betw een m oose and  dog team s, m ainly w hen dogs are 
staked o u t to rest, or w hen  outfitters stop for lunch breaks. "M oose attacks are 
rare, b u t could  resu lt in tragedy  for people, dogs and  m oose." The district will 
continue to look in to  w ays to avoid confrontation w ith  m oose on the trail. They 
raised  the question of the efficacy of pepper spray  used  on moose.
In sp ite of these problem s, the Livingston D istrict considers the overall 
im pression  of sled dogs as good, b u t "w hen the public com es in contact w ith  
m essy and  sm elly (railheads, blocked access, or are startled  on the trail, the 
general positive im pression  turns negative." The ranger station requires that a 
large sign be posted  on trailheads w hen  dog sled operations occur. The sign also 
gives "suggestions" on  w h at to do if you  m eet u p  w ith  the teams.
The L ivingston R.D. believes sled dog outfitters p rov ide  needed  recreational 
experiences to the public. They stated  tha t they contribute to social values in 
econom ic and  educational w ays. "O ur ou tfitters pay  the governm ent a rate 
based  on service days. They also p rov ide  users w ith  a un ique recreational 
experience, an d  they often donate free rides to ou r you th  g roups and  m any 
special need  groups."
This ran g er district w ill consider increased on-site inspections to help  
m inim ize conflicts. They stressed the im portance of listening to all user groups.
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"If m ore social conflict w ou ld  occur betw een  the m ushers and  the public on the 
trails, w e w ou ld  m ove the m ushers to a lesser used  area."
Helena National Forest
The G ates of the M ountains W ilderness is the least used  w ilderness area in 
M ontana. It contains 28,562 acres of deep  rugged  canyons. The Scapegoat 
W ilderness has 80,697 acres on the H elena Forest. There are ungroom ed trails 
available for cross-country skiing on som e of the passes such as Stem ple Pass and 
M cD onald Pass. There are over 200 miles of snow m obile trails th roughout the 
area.
16. Helena Ranger District. M ushing is a trad ition  on  this N ational Forest. The 
annual Race to the Sky Sled Dog M arathon starts in H elena. The H elena district 
listed m any  social values associated w ith  m ushing , including utilitarian, 
econom ic, em otional and  educational values. "The sled dog user g roup  is very 
popu lar in  the H elena area thanks in  p art to the Race to the Sky. This event 
involves several h u n d red s  of people an d  is very  pop u la r in  school and  w ith  local 
businesses. The race dem onstrates professional dog ow nership ."
Ski trail and  snow m obile trails w ere listed as areas m ost heavily im pacted  by 
sled dogs an d  o ther dogs in the w inter. D uring  hik ing  season the H elena district 
no ted  problem s w ith  loose dogs chasing gam e, how ever, they felt that 
responsible dog  use could contribute to ecological values. "Pack dogs could 
reduce im pacts on trails. They have m uch less im pact than stock anim als." They 
suggested  tha t m anagem ent agencies need  to enforce any leash regulations. 
"D ogs shou ld  be u n d er physical or voice control."
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Kootenai National Forest
The C abinet M ountains W ilderness area contains 94,272 acres of rugged 
lands. There are a m u ltitude  of good opportun ities for cross-country skiing and 
snow m obiling on  roads and  trails th rough  the Forest.
17. Forest Head Quarters in Libby. There are som e m ushers in this area, 
how ever, the K ootenai H .Q  d id n 't  have m uch inform ation on their activity, other 
than  the fact tha t dog  scats on  trails year-round  could probably  be a ttribu ted  to 
sled dogs as well as o ther dogs.
"A t presen t, w e do  no t have a m ajor problem  w ith  dom estic canines. If leash 
laws are follow ed in developed  sites and  [dogs] are not taken w here prohib ited  
(like beaches), there is usually  no conflict. M ostly this is an educational p roblem  
w ith  ow ners."
18. Fortine Ranger District. There are perm itted  com m ercial outfitters w ho 
give sled dog  rides an d  a few  other m ushers in the area.
There w ere no reported  problem s w ith  the sled dog activities from  this area. 
"These dogs are alw ays u n d er the ow ner's  control. But, loose pet dogs chasing 
critters illegally is not a big h it here." Every year the Fortine R.D. receives 
reports of dogs chasing livestock, and  "dogs used  to chasing w ildlife get som e 
folks p re tty  hot." N oise w as also listed as a problem  for hikers and backcountry 
users, "w ho  get exited about bark ing  dogs."
The Fortine R.D. felt that there is a need  to include dom estic canine user 
g roups in  fu tu re  m anagem ent plans. "As sled dogs are as viable as 
snow m obiling , just a sm aller m arket, forest plans should  try  to be som ew hat 
inclusive." Sled dogs have a positive im age in this area. "D og sled rides give
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people  a chance to go places in  the w in ter they w ould  never go otherw ise, it 
em ploys m ushers, and  brings econom y to the local area." The responden t felt 
tha t one w ay  in w hich sled dog activities contribute to ecological values in this 
area is "the aw areness tha t people gain of their environm ent is very different 
from  snow m obiling."
All dog  ow ners are requ ired  to pick u p  excrem ent after their dogs, and  be 
able to show  proof of vaccination. All outfitters w ere said to follow these rules, 
b u t only a guesstim ated  0.5% of o ther dog ow ners. "W ith outfitters you have 
som e leverage, do it or d o n 't get your perm it back." The Fortine district w ould  
like to see m ore education  on  canine ow nership  responsibilities for pe t dog 
ow ners.
19. Libby Ranger District. Com m ercial and private  m ush ing  occur th roughout 
the district. Pet dogs and  com m ercial and  private  trailing hounds are also 
frequent. N o significant problem s w ere reported  from  Libby R.D., a lthough they 
indicated  som e degree of conflict. "Dog ow ners tha t b ring  their pets into 
cam pgrounds and  the w ilderness need  to control them  (leash), keep dogs quiet, 
and  keep them  off groom ed cross-country ski trails to pro tect set tracks." 
Conflicts w ith  w ildlife in  the u rb an  interface area w here dogs chase the 
"trem endously  ab u n d an t w hite-tail deer" w ere listed as a problem  in this 
m anagem ent area.
This d istric t felt that dogs ad d  to the social health  of the ind iv idual dog 
ow ners as close friends to rely on. They also ad d ed  th a t the dog im age is m ostly 
positive. "D ogs are usually  appreciated  by  m ost as they are natu ra lly  attractive 
and  friendly  if well behaved." The Libby R.D. felt that dog  p ressu re  w ou ld  need 
to expand  greatly  to result in any significant env ironm ental im pacts. If it d id
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they w ou ld  look into actions to protect the public lands, w ithou t banning  dogs 
com pletely.
20. Three Rivers Ranger District in Troy. Pets, sled dogs, pack dogs and  lion 
dogs are com m on year ro u n d  du rin g  different seasons. There are com m ercial 
outfitters and  guides in the areas, and  the district lim its the num ber of perm ittees 
and  service days. The N ational Forest F lan-D istrict P lan under outfitting and 
gu id ing  does no t m ention  dogs specifically bu t, according to the respondent, 
they are covered u n d er perm itting  and  the N EPA process.
The Three Rivers district stressed tha t any dog  that is loose and uncontrolled  
can becom e a problem . There is som e negative public opinion due  to the cat 
hun ters and  the use of h o u n d  dogs, b u t the im age of sled dogs seem ed positive. 
"C om m ercial dog sledding  an d  hounds for cat hun ting  p rov ide recreational 
opportun ities and  a source of m oney to the local econom y." The responden t felt 
that sled dogs contribute to ecological values by prov id ing  non-m otorized 
experience for recreationists to travel extensively in the backcountry du ring  the 
w in ter season.
The d istrict indicated  tha t there is a big difference betw een  well educated  dog 
ow ners an d  w ell tra ined  anim als, and  those that are not. They w ould  like to 
encourage continued responsible, positive use of dogs and  up-front early 
com m unications. "All dom estic canine use should  be taken on  a case by  case 
basis before judged  as inappropriate ."
Lola National Forest
There are four w ilderness areas on the Lolo N.F. The R attlesnake N ational 
Recreation A rea and  W ilderness has 33,000 acres of land  beginning just seven
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m iles from  M issoula. The Scapegoat has 74,92 acres located on the Lolo. Of the 
Selw ay-Bitterroot W ilderness, 9,767 acres are located on  the Lolo including Lolo 
Peak, an d  the W elcom e Creek W ilderness has 28,135 acres on Lolo N.F.
21. Missoula Ranger district includes the Rattlesnake Wilderness. All types of 
dom estic canine use exist including  som e m ushing  and skijoring. In the past, 
sled dog  gu ided  tours on snow m obile trails have been denied, because it w as 
considered  unsafe to m ix snow m obilers w ith  m ushers. M ountain  lion hun ting  
w ith  ho u n d s in  the R attlesnake has also been denied.
The h ighest frequency of any dog activity is near M issoula. Leash law s exist 
in M issoula u n d er the city 's ordinance. Dogs are not allow ed in the Rattlesnake 
W ilderness betw een  Decem ber 1 and  February 28, nor on Fattee Canyon ski trails 
from  D ecem ber 1 to M arch 15. Dogs m ust be leashed on M cClay Flat trail and  in 
the R attlesnake to m ile post 1.7. A ccording to the responden t there are m any 
problem s relating to dogs, especially in the Rattlesnake area. W alkers, hikers, 
bikers and  joggers have been harassed  by  loose dogs. There is a $50 m inim um  
fine in case of the violation of the leash law.
The R attlesnake N ational Recreation A rea and  W ilderness Plan for Limits of 
Acceptable C hange based  M anagem ent D irection w as one of the few N ational 
Forest P lans tha t contained any reference to dom estic canine use.
Reference m ade to num ber of h ik e r /d o g  confrontations, num ber of reported  
incidents of w ildlife harassm ent by  dogs, and  presence of G iardia in  w ater.
These variables are used  as social, resource and  m anagerial indicators of resource 
an d  social conditions w ith in  the Rattlesnake area based  on their relevancy to 
identified  issues ( N.F., RNRAW  LAC Plan, 1992).
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The M issoula R.D. reported  problem s w ith  G iardia in the Rattlesnake Creek, 
and  an  increased n itrogen  pu lse  in the spring  w aters attribu ted  to dog poop 
accum ulated  th rough  the w in ter near the creek. "Being a university  tow n, it is 
very  difficult to educate a new  user population  each year. Eighteen- to tw enty- 
tw o-year olds, new  to tow n, are a challenge!" The M issoula district 
acknow ledges that dogs im prove quality  of life for som e people, and  that 
recreation areas are available and  contribute to that quality  of life, b u t they 
w ou ld  like to see people take greater responsibility  for their canines. They 
suggest education , signs and  enforcem ent of leash regulations "fairly and 
routinely ." The com pliance of dog  ow ners could easily affect fu ture access of 
dogs to M issoula Ranger D istrict m anagem ent areas. "W e  give out lots of $50 
tickets in the Rattlesnake and  M cClay Flat area. This takes a lot of tim e."
22. Seeley Lake Ranger District. Seeley Lake is know n as the M ushing Capitol 
of M ontana. This area has the h ighest frequency of skijoring (Nordic style 
m ushing). The Seeley Lake district estim ated  tha t at least 10 m ushers live in this 
area and  they  use trails and  roads often year-round. M any out-of-tow n and  out- 
of-state m ushers visit, train  and  race in  this area. There are at least three to four 
races and  organized  train ing  runs in the Seeley area annually. Perm its are 
requ ired  for all races and  gu ided  tours. There are som e m ountain  hun ters w ho 
use dogs in  the area as well, one perm itted  outfitter, and  a high frequency of 
h ikers w ith  dogs.
M ushers and  skijors have their ow n trailhead  shared  w ith  snow m obilers at 
Seeley Creek. Snow m obilers and  dog  m ushers have learned  to respect each other 
an d  bo th  tend  to y ield to one another on  the trail. Loose pet dogs have been  a 
prob lem  on  the groom ed ski trails nearby, as w ell as on  snow m obile and
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m ush ing  trails. There have been som e m inor problem s w ith  skijors w ho w an t to 
use ski trails instead  of snow m obile trails. Special perm ission has been granted  
for special occasions. Dogs tha t are staked ou t or tied u p  unattended  at 
cam pgrounds or trailheads cause noise and  m ay fight. Dog w aste is som etim es a 
problem  at trailheads. ‘"M ost m ushers are real good about cleaning u p  their dog 
w aste at the trailheads. H ow ever, there are som e that d o n 't clean up ."
The m ajor com plaint about sled dogs in this area com e from  hom eow ners 
neighboring  sled dog kennels for bark ing  dogs, especially du ring  feeding and 
hook-up tim e. There have been several instances of out-of-state m ushers com ing 
into the area to stake ou t their dogs on N ational Forest land, and  neglecting their 
dogs. Forest Service law  enforcem ent officers and  local m ushers confronted the 
offenders and  solved the problem .
Seeley Lake has a repu ta tion  for being m usher-friendly  and  the sled dog 
im age is m ostly  positive. The com m unity  takes p a rt in annual races and  "people
in this area feel this is an  acceptable sp o rt The m ushing  events are a very
positive w in ter sports alternative, good spectator events at the start, finish or 
check points. This brings tourism  to Seeley Lake in the w inter." As of 1995 
there w as one sled dog outfitter to give dog sled rides in the area. "This has 
ad d ed  to Seeley econom ics."
The Seeley Lake R.D. suggests the following: since m ushers use snow m obile 
trails alm ost exclusively, they shou ld  m ake a po in t to get involved, join, and  be 
active in local snow m obile clubs. M ushing clubs and  ind iv iduals could also 
m ake donations for groom ing and  m aintenance of snow m obile trails. A nother 
issue tha t should  be stressed at m usher events and  club m eetings is w aste  control 
a t trailheads. The M ontana M ountain  M ushers ' C lub is based  in Seeley Lake.
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M ushers have applied  for perm ission to cam p and  hold  their dogs for 
ex tended  periods of tim e in  this district. They w ere all den ied  a stay for an 
ex tended  period  of tim e on one and  the sam e site.
The follow ing N ational Forests responded  w ith  no indication of sled dog use, 
b u t h ad  concerns w ith  o ther dog activities.
1. Beaverhead N.F., Wise River Ranger District. The W ise River R.D. poin ted  
ou t problem s w ith  dogs associated w ith  w aste, noise, and people conflicts as well 
as conflicts w ith  w ildlife, tra il/s ite  im pact and  im pact on w ater sources. In order 
to avoid  m ost of the conflicts, and  to avoid possible restrictions on dogs in  the 
fu ture, dog  ow ners need  to control their dogs.
The W ise River R.D. felt tha t people w ithou t dogs are m ore likely to p u t up  
w ith  noise from  several dogs in a dog  team  because they are controlled, than  one 
loose dog chasing a sm all or large m am m al, or pooping on a beach.
2a. Bitterroot N.F., Forest Headquarters in Hamilton. Pet problem s associated 
w ith  w aste, noise and  people conflicts, as well as w ildlife conflicts w ere the m ain 
concerns in this district, w ith  concentrations at trailheads and  cam pgrounds.
The H am ilton  H eadquarters  ad d ed  that w olf hybrids have been know n to 
create conflicts. W olf hybrid  ow ners need  to show  docum entation  from  
veterinarians that the hybrid  is capable of being around  o ther anim als and 
hum ans.
2b. Bitterroot N.F., Darby Ranger District. W aste, noise, confrontations w ith  
people and  o ther dogs, along w ith  dogs on cross-country ski trails w ere the 
p roblem s the D arby R.D. w as m ost concerned w ith. The area is frequented  by
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p et dogs as w ell as som e level of lion hounds. "If people cared about their pets 
an d  h ad  a general concern for non-dog people there w o u ld n 't be so m any 
problem s, an d  less restrictions w ould  be the result."
2c. Bitterroot N.F., Sula Ranger District. The Sula responden t stated that the 
dom estic canine user g roup  is a g roup  they rarely hear about or from. "W e are 
not aw are  of this user g roup  having  expectations or needs w hich are currently  
p rec luded  b y  our m anagem ent." N one of the social or ecological conflicts w ere 
key issues for this district. "If the problem  exists at all, it is isolated and 
infrequent."
The Sula d istrict felt tha t people in general are aw are of and  responsible for 
actions of all m em bers of their party  (i.e., dogs). "Responsible and  thoughtful 
h and ling  of your anim als is necessary to ensure access to the quality  of public 
lands th a t exist today."
3. Kootenai N.F., Cabinet Ranger District in Trout Creek. M ost problem s in the 
C abinet d istric t stem  from  loose dogs chasing w ildlife and  people in  town. This 
district responden t expressed appreciation for sled dog events that he h ad  seen 
in  o ther areas. "O ur snow  is usually  too crum m y, b u t it w ould  be possible to 
have sled dog races, as I believe it w ould  be positive econom ically and  
recreationally. People could see controlled dogs still enjoying the outdoors."
4. Lewis and Clark N.F., King Hill Ranger District in White Sulpher Springs. 
A gain, w aste, noise and  people conflicts top the list for conflicts, along w ith  loose 
dogs chasing wildlife.
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5a. Lolo N.F., Ninemile Ranger District. The N inem ile district w ould  like to see 
som e sled dog  use in the area.
W ildlife and  stock conflicts w ere the only notable problem s from  this district. 
'T o o se  dogs and  w ild  w olf conflicts occasionally surface in  the N inem ile valley." 
They w o u ld  like to see people take greater responsibility for their dogs and  not 
"allow  them  unlim ited, uncontro lled , often detrim ental freedom ."
5b. Lolo N.F., Plains/Thompson Falls Ranger District in Plains. Pet dogs and  lion 
hounds frequent this district. Loose or u n a ttended  dogs cause problem s, m ostly 
w ith  wildlife.
This d istrict tries to m ake educational contact w ith  offenders as m uch  as 
possible. The district responden t po in ted  o u t tha t a few  irresponsible dog 
ow ners can easily ru in  it for m any  responsible dog ow ners ".. .by setting a trend  
for a negative im age."
5c. Lolo N.F., Powell Ranger District in Lolo. Lion hun tin g  w ith  h ound  dogs 
and  p e t dogs w ith  h ikers and  skiers are com m on on  this area.
Dogs are banned  com pletely from  the Lolo Pass Ski A rea due to past conflicts 
w ith  dogs an d  their w aste on  cross-country ski trails. "The banning of dogs from  
the ski area w as a com plaint d riven  closure." The Pow ell R.D. believes the 
general dog im age is negative d u e  to irresponsible dog ow ners. They m entioned 
that the public has com plained abou t lion hun ters treating their dogs unethically  
and  allow ing their dogs to ru n  dow n  o ther w ildlife. "H un ting  w ith  dogs is on its 
w ay  out. This activity has trad itional values, not economic, it w ill becom e 
increasingly  controversial due  to the equation  of ethics."
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The Pow ell d istrict stressed education  of dog ow ners on w hat activities or 
behaviors lead  to prohibition. '"What does it m ean to be a responsible dog 
ow ner? People need  to know ." A ccording to this responden t there is a conflict 
betw een  the Forest Service and  N ational Park policies on dogs in w ilderness. 
"D ogs are perm itted  in N.F. w ilderness areas, b u t no t on  N ational Parks 
w ilderness areas. I th ink  this policy should  be consistent betw een agencies."
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
The BLM is a m ultip le use land  m anagem ent agency of the D epartm ent of 
Inferior. The BLM adm inisters over 8 m illion acres of land in M ontana, and  its 
responsibilities are varied  and  complex. The BLM m anages: fish and w ildlife 
habitat, w ilderness areas, recreation, range, tim ber, w atershed  and  m inerals. The 
agency is also responsible for preserv ing  natural, scenic, scientific and  cultural 
values. In recent years, recreation has becom e one of the BLM's top priorities. 
Some of the BLM's visions are to: "p rovide for a variety  of public land  uses 
w ithou t com prom ising the long-term  health  and  diversity  of the land and  
w ithou t sacrificing significant natural, cultural an d  historical values; understand  
all ecosystem s it m anages and  com m it to using  the best scientific and  technical 
inform ation  to m ake resource m anagem ent decisions; resolve problem s and 
im plem ent solutions in collaboration w ith  o ther agencies and  the public; 
u n d erstan d  the needs of ru ra l and  u rban  publics and  p rovide them  w ith  quality  
service."
BLM -adm inistered lands are open  to the public if they can be reached from  a 
legal access rou te  such as a county  road. Bear T rap C anyon, along the M adison 
River sou theast of Bozeman, M ontana, w as the first national w ilderness that w as 
d irectly  m anaged  by  the Bureau of Land M anagem ent. It is a un it of the Lee
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M etcalf W ilderness, w hich w as established in 1983. All m otorized  and 
m echanical vehicles are barred  year-round  in w ilderness areas.
BLM public lands are no ted  for p rov id ing  w ide open spaces rather than 
highly  developed  recreation sites. The BLM does, how ever, m anage 
cam pgrounds and picnic areas. In these developed areas leash laws and 
excrem ent disposal rules apply  for dogs.
Of the six BLM agencies tha t responded , three reported  sled dog use in their 
resource areas. Below I have listed w hat their m ain concerns were.
1. Butte District. H iking, trailing hounds, pets and  sled dogs exist in this area. 
Com m ercial sled dog tours require  a perm it.
A special prob lem  relating to loose pets interfering w ith  guard  dogs used  to 
protect sheep  from  predato rs exists in this district. The guard  dogs w ill defend 
the sheep from  other dogs.
N o specific problem s relating to sled dogs w ere reported. Ski trails have been 
know n to be im pacted  from  dogs, b u t it is no t know n if it w as associated w ith  
sled dogs or dogs accom panying skiers. W aste control and  noise w ere also issues 
relating  to other dogs.
The Butte district felt tha t sled dog tours could help  contribute to the local 
econom y as "folks express in terest in  going on rides." This district suggests that 
all dogs shou ld  be on  leash or u n d er voice control and  ow ners should  clean up  
after dogs.
2. Dillon Resource Area. The Dillon R.A. reported  dog use in their area in all 
possible categories, including  sled dogs. The m ain  problem  w ith  any dogs w as
40
w aste on the trails and  certain high concentration sites. Loose dogs w ere 
repo rted  to cause conflicts w ith  wildlife.
The D illon responden t believes tha t dogs and  dog activities contribute m ainly 
to ind iv idual values and  econom ic values if races w ere held. 'T ru e  social values 
or values to society w ou ld  stem  from  those indiv idual values." The only 
recom m endation  the Dillon responden t passed  on, repeatedly, was: "Keep pets 
u n d er control at all tim es."
3. Garnet Resource Area. The BLM has developed over 110 miles of 
snow m obile and  cross-country trails in  the G arnet range east of M issoula. 
M ushing  is the dom inan t canine use in this area, although other types of use also 
occur, particu larly  m ounta in  lion hun ting  w ith  hounds. All pets in G arnet Ghost 
Tow n m u st be on leash. Private and recreational m ush ing  occurs frequently  on 
their w in ter trail system  and  is currently  unregulated.
The G arnet Resource A rea perm its com m ercial dog sled tours in the w inter. 
The outfitters app ly  for a Special Recreation Use Perm it (SRUP). M ushing is a 
grow ing activity in the G arnet area, and  this user g roup  m ay be addressed  in a 
BLM G arnet Resource A rea W inter Trails M anagem ent Plan, according to the 
respondent.
"There is the perception  that dog fecal m aterial m ay becom e an issue on our 
w in ter trail system , b u t so far this has not been substantiated ." The G arnet 
responden t felt that dog sledding  has a w eakly positive im age m ainly because 
the public is largely uninform ed of this activity o ther than  in association w ith  
m ajor races in  the press. There are currently  tw o sled dog outfitters in  the G arnet 
area, and  an  additional application is being considered  at this time. "A t som e 
level these com m ercial activities benefit the local econom y."
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The m ain  concern in the G arnet R.A. w as loose dogs chasing deer and  other 
w ildlife as w ell as livestock. "Dogs runn ing  loose in the u rban  interface are 
currently  a big problem , an d  I expect this problem  to increase over time. A ny 
efforts to address this problem  will benefit all dog ow ners using public lands in 
the fu ture." E ducation of dog ow ners to p reven t the occurrence of negative 
im pacts w as suggested  as an  action to protect public lands as well as ensure 
fu tu re  access of dogs. "Deal forcefully w ith  irresponsible dogs ow ners, 
particu larly  w hen  dogs are chasing w ildlife."
The G arnet w in ter trail system  is based  on a cooperative agreem ent betw een 
the BLM, private  land  ow ners. The U niversity  of M ontana Lubrecht 
Experim ental Forest, an d  P lum  Creek Tim ber Com pany. The BLM indicated that 
if the p roperty  rights of these cooperators are no t respected their lands m ay be 
w ith d raw n  from  the trail system  and  closed to public recreation. The BLM 
advises users rem ain on  trails w here they cross p rivate  land.
Below I have listed the perm it stipulations required  by  the BLM of 
com m ercial sled dog tours in the G arnet Resource Area.
1. Stay on the signed trails w here they pass th rough  private and  state 
lands.
2. All riders m ust be kep t together in a com pact g roup  and  w ith in  sight 
distance of the tour g roup  leader. The g roup  m em bers m ust keep to the 
righ t lane and  travel single file.
3. All sleds should  fly w arn ing  flags or banners.
4. You m ust pu ll off the trail w hen  resting  dogs for safety reasons and  to 
reduce the am oun t of dog feces on the m ain tained  portion  of the trail.
5. Perm itee w ill notify the BLM park  ranger or the recreation p lanner 
w ith in  24 hours of any observed trail hazards or safety problem s.
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6. Perm itee w ill repo rt all accidents and  incidents to the BLM w ith in  24 
hours.
7. Perm itee is responsible for ensuring  that their clients adhere to standard  
safety practices and  tha t they stay on designated  trails, w here so posted, 
to avoid  d isturbance to w ildlife a n d /o r  trespassing on  private lands.
8. Perm itee agrees to m inim ize im pacts on w intering  w ildlife by:
a. G iving w ildlife p len ty  of space — they have to conserve precious 
energy to surv ive the w inter.
b. Staying on  or w ith  the sleds and  keeping the dogs under strict 
control.
c. Respecting closures/restric tions and staying on the signed trails that 
pass th rough  w ildlife w in ter range.
9. The perm itee agrees to pay  $70 p lus $2 per client in perm it fees.
10. Perm itee is au thorized  to use Trail Route H , w hich is controlled by the
BLM.
The BLM also advocates avalanche safety for all w in ter travelers in the G arnet 
area. A valanches m ay occur a t any tim e du ring  the w inter. Travelers should  
avoid m ounta inous terrain  after heavy snow falls or pro longed  periods of high 
w inds. It is safest to avoid crossing steep hill sides and  entering  narrow , steeply 
sided canyons, and  to stay  on the w indb low n side of ridges.
The th ree BLM offices below  responded  w ith  no  ind icated  sled dog  use b u t 
have som e concerns regard ing  o ther dogs.
Glasgow Resource Area
This area is frequented  by  cow  dogs, hun ting  dogs and  pets. The m ain 
concerns w ere loose dogs chasing w ildlife, and  occasionally the occurrence of 
rab id  dogs. The G lasgow  office suggested  tha t dogs be allow ed on trails, b u t 
only if physically  controlled. "Tn problem  areas, d o n 't restrict dogs b u t stress the 
leash laws. The public then m onitors adherence to rules."
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The G lasgow  responden t ad d ed  tha t he felt that people w ould  be interested 
in  sled dogs, especially racing, an d  that it could be good for the economy.
Great Falls Resource Area
The G reat Falls area reported  the occurrence of hun ting  dogs and pets in their 
resource area. N o canine in terest groups have expressed any needs for any 
special m anagem ent, an d  no other user g roup  has expressed any conflicts w ith  
any dom estic canines in this area. H ow ever, there w as a concern about dogs 
possibly conflicting w ith  w ildlife, especially grizzly bears.
Havre Resource Area
This area is frequented  by  pets, h iking dogs, lion dogs, b ird  dog field trials 
and  b ird  hun ting  dogs. In the H avre  resource area feral and  roam ing pets 
chasing w ildlife w ere the m ain problem . This responden t w as also concerned 
about the risk of the roam ing and  feral dogs spreading  disease.
National Parks Service (NFS)
The tw o national parks in M ontana, Yellowstone N ational Park and  Glacier 
N ational Park, responded  tha t all dom estic canines are proh ib ited  on all trails 
and  in  the backcountry  by  p ark  regulations (36 CFR 2.15), except for legitim ate 
seeing and  hearing  im paired  gu ide dogs and  em ergency operations such as 
p rov ided  by  the W estern M ontana Search Dogs. H ow ever, bo th  national parks 
expressed concerns about o ther dogs, m ainly in cam pgrounds w here dogs are 
allow ed. In these frontcountry  areas leash law s and  excrem ent disposal laws 
are in  existence, how ever, no t alw ays honored. If people disobey these rules a 
courtesy  tag  or violation notice w ill be issued  by p ark  rangers. The p rim ary  
reasons for proh ib iting  dogs in the parks are the risk  of dogs attracting bears by
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their existence a n d /o r  scatter trash  w hich m ay attract bears, conflicts w ith  other 
w ildlife, sanitation, noise in cam pgrounds, trail and  site im pact, and  possible 
im pact on w ater sources.
In Y ellow stone N ational Park, w here sled dog  use as w ell as hiking w ith  
leashed dogs w as once allow ed, dogs are allow ed leashed only on the road  in 
association to a vehicle or at a cam pground. Sled dogs w ere banned  in  part 
because snow m obile use is so heavy in the w in ter and  safety, m ainly for dog 
drivers w as an issue. A m ain  reason for banning  dogs aw ay from  roads w as the 
danger of dogs runn ing  in to  therm al pools and  ow ners runn ing  after them.
The Y ellowstone responden t believes dog  sledding  is culturally  significant, 
how ever, regretfully  no t feasible in Yellowstone, due  to the volum e of visitors.
M ontana State Lands
Montana Department of State Lands (DSL)
I v isited  the DSL M ain State Forester's Office in M issoula for an interview .
The M ontana D epartm ent of State Lands cooperates w ith  o ther state, local and  
federal entities to acquire, develop and  m anage access to state and  federal lands. 
Lands adm inistered  by  the DSL are no t open for public use in the sam e sense as 
BLM and  N ational Forest system  lands. A lm ost all of the approxim ately  6 
m illion acres adm inistered  by the DSL are trust lands gran ted  to M ontana w hen 
it w as adm itted  to the Union. These tru st lands are m anaged  to p roduce incom e 
to su p p o rt school and  public institutions.
A recreational-use license, available from  licensed agents of the M ontana Fish, 
W ildlife an d  Parks, is requ ired  for persons 12 years of age or older to use state
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lands for general recreation activities. "G eneral recreation" is defined as any 
non-com m ercial/non-concen trated  recreational activity, u n d er w hich 
recreational sled dog use falls.
O vern igh t use (cam ping) is allowed; how ever, such use in o ther than 
designated  cam pgrounds on leased land m ust be conducted  w ithin  200 feet of a 
custom ary  access po in t and  is lim ited to tw o consecutive days. O vernight use in 
designated  cam pgrounds is lim ited to 14 consecutive days. O vernight use on 
un leased  land  is restric ted  to 14 days in a calendar year.
A  "Special Recreation U se License" is required  for com mercial activities, such 
as sled dog  outfitting, and  for non-com m ercial recreational activities by 
organizations or g roups such as a sled dog race. There is currently  one sled dog 
related  Special Licensee operating  in the Kalispell area.
There are currently  no restrictions applied  to dogs. H ow ever, the state 
forester I in terv iew ed at the M issoula H ead  Q uarters, indicated that if DSL lands 
get m ore users w ith  canines or if problem s arise, they m ay have to im plem ent 
som e restrictions. To date, no problem s have occurred.
Som e state lands are categorically closed to recreational use w hile o thers m ay 
be closed o r restricted  by  the DSL on a site-specific basis. "Categorically" closed 
lands include lands leased or licensed for cabin sites, lands under cultivation for 
crop p roduction  betw een  p lan ting  and  harvest tim e, lands supporting  active 
com m ercial or m ilitary  uses, o r lands w hich the DSL has declared to be under 
extrem e th rea t of w ildfire. "Site-specific" closures or restrictions m ay be 
im posed  by  the DSL on a tem porary , seasonal or perm anen t basis for reasons 
such as personal o r p rivate  protection, livestock concentration, w eed control, etc.
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State lands th a t are closed or restricted  are to be posted  at custom ary access 
po in ts w ith  DSL w arn ing  signs advising the public of the closure or restriction.
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP)
L ands u n d er the au thority  of the M ontana Fish, W ildlife & Parks include 
fishing access sites, w ildlife m anagem ent areas and  state parks. These are 
generally  available to the public for a variety  of uses. M ontana FWP have a 
m ission to "provide for the stew ardsh ip  of the fish, w ildlife, parks and 
recreational resources of M ontana, w hile contributing to the quality  of life for 
p resen t and  fu tu re  generations" (Thomas, 1996).
W ith  certain exceptions, the 285,472 acres of departm en t lands are open to 
public recreation, including  hun ting  and  fishing. Restrictions m ay app ly  to the 
use of these sites a t various tim es of the year. M ost w ildlife m anagem ent areas 
that include big gam e w in ter ranges are closed from  Decem ber th rough  m id-M ay 
to p rov ide  security for w ildlife. M any w ildlife areas also have restrictions on the 
use of m otor vehicles includ ing  four w heelers (ATVs) tha t m ay  be used  for sled 
dog bare-g round  season training.
M ore than  300 fishing access sites and  62 w ildlife m anagem ent areas p rov ide 
recreational opportun ities and  access to o ther state and  federal lands via FWP 
lands. The establishm ent of fishing access sites an d  w ildlife m anagem ent areas is 
based  on  public dem and  and  w ildlife popu la tion  needs. L and is secured th rough  
leasing, easem ent or fee title. Public in p u t is a significant com ponent in the 
process of acquiring  in terest in any land.
Several FWP offices responded  tha t this su rvey  d id  no t include issues that 
concerned m ost FW P lands; how ever, tw o m anagem ent areas responded  w ith  a 
com pleted  questionnaire.
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The Kalispell FWP m anagem ent area from  Region O ne indicated som e sled 
dog  use. Below are som e of the concerns from  that area:
'Tf there are conflicts betw een  user groups it is really a m atter of dog lovers 
versus dog haters. People have low  tolerance and lim ited understanding ."
Loose dogs chasing and  killing w ildlife is not considered a sled dog problem  
unless a dog  got loose from  its team. The risks of spreading  diseases and 
parasites, trail and  site im pact, and  im pact on vegetation th rough  d igging and 
dog feces w ere all p ronounced  problem s associated w ith  sled dogs as w ell as 
o ther dogs.
The Kalispell FW P area w ou ld  like to see better site design on  all public lands 
to p rov ide  for d ifferent user groups. Education via posters, brochures and 
patro ls are suggested  as tools to m inim ize conflicts betw een dogs and  public 
lands.
The H elena FWP m anagem ent area responded  w ith  no indication of sled dog 
use. H ow ever they p rov ided  som e guidelines for p roper m anagem ent of o ther 
dogs and  the responden t indicated  fam iliarity w ith  sled dog land use.
Dogs are requ ired  to be on leash and  ow ners are requ ired  to clean u p  any 
w aste after the pet on  M ontana State Parks, on w ildlife m anagem ent areas such 
as designated  w in ter rangers, and  m any sw im m ing areas. The H elena FWP area 
is frequented  by hu n tin g  dogs and  p e t dogs.
The H elena responden t felt there is a need  to include dom estic canine 
activities in  fu tu re  m anagem ent plans, and  indicated  tha t m any  State Park 
M anagem ent P lans as w ell as W ildlife M anagem ent A rea Plans do  include dog 
use in their plans. "In all fairness to the non-dog  user, the dog  user in trudes on
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the experience of the non-dog user by invading  their privacy, creating m ore 
m ain ten an ce /ex p en se  for clean up."
There w ere several com plaint d riven  conflicts reported  from  the H elena area, 
dog-people conflicts and  dog w aste on trails w ere the m ain concerns. Loose dogs 
and  noise from  the dogs them selves as well as from  ow ners yelling com m ands at 
uncontro lled  dogs w ere also m entioned. D igging in  cam pgrounds, visual im pact 
and  possible po llu tion  to w ater sources from  dog w aste du ring  spring thaw , dogs 
tearing  u p  grass and  u rinating  on posts, w ere additional concerns stressed from  
this area.
The H elena responden t's  im pression w as that dog ow ners have a m ostly 
negative im age in the eye of the public due  to the h igh  frequency of irresponsible 
ow ners. "H un ting  dogs, o r any w ork ing  dogs, are partners w ith  am azing skills 
that are encouraging, educational and  fun  to watch. But, in state parks, dogs 
tend  to be a negative value as m ost of the users are non-dog users."
The H elena FWP responden t ended  w ith  the recom m endation that all dog 
ow ners need  to be educated  abou t the w aste p roduced  by  their anim als and  the 
im pact it has on people w ho come in contact w ith  it. "N obody loves dog poop. 
The M ontana Sled Dog Race to the Sky m igh t be renam ed  'D iaper Dog D erby.' 
The issue is really all the associated h u m an  im pact tha t accom pany the poor ol' 
dog."
N one of the respond ing  agencies indicated any m ajor land  use problem s 
relating to sled dogs on M ontana public lands. The m ost p ressing  problem s that 
surfaced w ere conflicts w ith  loose dogs in the different problem  categories. 
N evertheless, it is conceivable tha t w ith  an  increase in sled dog activities conflicts 
w ith  o ther user g roups, w aste control, and  noise related problem s are likely to
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increase as well. A lso, as m ore m ushers begin to train  their dogs before snow  
cover, often  using  AT Vs on bare ground, the sled dog  user g roup  suddenly  
m oves in to  a different user g roup  category and, realistically, could have as high 
an  im pact as o ther m otorized  vehicles. Thus, depend ing  on the season of use, 
there are several ecological considerations tha t m ushers should  keep in m ind.
The follow ing section includes ecological considerations, suggestions and  
recom m endations from  several sources relating to sled dogs in the backcountry.
Ecological Considerations of S led D ogs in the Backcountry
Ground Impact
M ost sled dogs are no t ru n  only du ring  seasons of snow  cover. M any 
com petitive m ushers start fall train ing  as early as A ugust if early m orning 
tem peratures allow  for the dogs to be ru n  w ithou t over heating. Some sled dogs 
stay active th roughou t the year w ith  hiking, packing and  biking activities, or 
runn ing  w ith  w heeled  carts, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), or even stripped  dow n 
car chassis.
U sually  m ushers prefer to stay on existing roads or trails, b u t occasionally the 
team s w ill cross creeks an d  go cross-country. Tire traction, brake action and  even 
the dogs' feet can cause dam age to the g round  cover.
If the team s stop to rest and  to w ater there are several precautions tha t can 
lim it env ironm ental im pact. W hen in cam p or at trailheads, dog ow ners have a 
narrow  choice. Dogs m u st be either absolutely tra ined  to stay w ith  you  or tied 
u p  w ith  a chain or rope. M any dog m ushers use a picket line, usually  m ade from 
plastic-coated aircraft cable or chain tha t can ho ld  several dogs. This line can be
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tied betw een  tw o s tu rd y  trees or large rocks. For the safety of the dog, you m ust 
m ake su re  tha t the p icket or snap  has a sw ivel at one or bo th  ends of the line so 
that the dog w ill no t choke itself w hile m oving around. Tied u p  dogs tha t are 
b o red  or frustra ted  w ill dig! Dogs also dig to m ake little burrow s to rest in, and  
w ill often d ig  holes to store food in.
Sm oke Elser, a legendary  horse and  m ule packer and  outfitter in M issoula, 
suggests picketing stock on bare and  rocky g round  w ith  little vegetation. "O n 
such a site there w ill be little dam age from  tram pling" (Elser & Brown, 1990).
The sam e applies to dogs digging. Elser also suggests a w ide strap  or car seat 
belt u sed  as anchors for the picket line around  trees to avoid dam age to the bark.
Dogs shou ld  never be left u na ttended  w hile tied up. They tend to bark  m ore, 
fight m ore an d  do m ore dam age if left alone. I also like to leave a bell on  one or 
m ore dogs, o r attached to the picket line to alert w ildlife of our visit. To m y 
know ledge, it has never been p roven  w hether a bell deters w ild anim als or not, 
b u t because no th ing  in the w ood  goes "jingle, jingle" except hum ans and  their 
com panions, it can 't h u rt to announce our presence w ith  som e hum an-sounding  
noise. "M any bear experts contend tha t dogs are a liability in grizzly country" 
(A adland, 1993). O f course, only a tiny percentage of o u r M ontana backcountry 
is tru ly  grizzly country, b u t m aking  som e noise also alerts deer, people, 
m oun ta in  lions, skunks and  porcupines of our approach  — and  it's alw ays a 
good idea to stay o u t of their range!
A nother consideration for the dogs' safety is availability of shade, w ater, 
shelter from  w ind  and  rain, and  pro tection from  insects. Dogs should  be trained 
to be  tied  u p  or picketed at hom e, before h itting  the trails. M ost sled dogs are 
accustom ed to snow  and  cold, and  hypertherm ia from  overheating  in unshaded
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cam ps in  the sum m er is m ore likely than  hypotherm ia. H ow ever, any dog  tha t is 
com prom ised  by dehydration , hunger, injury, dam pness or o ther stress m ay get 
cold an d  suffer from  hypotherm ia. In the w in ter dogs should  be protected from  
these factors. I carry specially designed dog coats for those -40 T  nights. A bed 
of straw , hay  or spruce boughs w ill keep any dog w arm  and dry. A lthough 
cutting  spruce boughs is accepted practice in m any rem ote areas, this destructive 
practice is un law ful in m any o ther areas, and  should  only be used  in an 
em ergency.
M any northern  dog breeds like to lay directly on the snow  and often allow  for 
snow  to drift u p  on top of their bodies. The snow  acts as an insulating layer from  
cold tem peratures and  w ind , and  if you  bed  a dog dow n in straw  it m ay be a 
good idea to m im ic their behavior and  pack snow  around  them  for a w ind  
breaker. Just as for stock feed in the backcountry, only w eed  free straw  and  hay 
should  be utilized. U nsoiled bedd ing  can be bagged u p  and  reused. C am pers 
should  b u rn  o r bag  any w aste  m aterial. The "Pack it in  — Pack it out" policy 
applies to everyone, and  trailheads should  be kep t clean.
Winter Travel
So, w h at are som e ecological concerns of runn ing  dogs in  the backcountry  in 
the w inter, and  w h a t are som e steps tow ard  m inim izing possible im pacts? 
A nyone w ho has been  o u t in that w onderfu l w hite  m antle of w hite stuff w e call 
snow  can com prehend tha t the snow  cover alleviates som e concerns for im pact 
on underly ing  soil and  vegetation. The physical im prin ts w e leave in the snow  
w ill be gone com e m elt dow n, or even by  next snowfall.
If you  are fortunate enough to live in h igher altitudes and  latitudes w here 
w in ter usually  brings a thick snow  cover, effectively pro tecting  the vegetation
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an d  soil from  tram pling, the land  is m ore durab le to im pact. In M ontana, w e are 
no t alw ays blessed w ith  a heavy snow  fall, and  m any  of us are not patien t 
enough  to w ait for such a phenom enon to occur before w e take to the ou tdoors 
w ith  o u r canine com panions, w hether w e have one or several. If dog drivers go 
ou t on  a th in  and  patchy snow  cover w ith  a team  of dogs w hen vegetation and 
soil are vulnerable to disturbance, the im pact from  tires on a w heeled rig  or the 
runners an d  brake action from  a sled will probably be high. Landscapes in 
colder environm ents and  clim ates take longer to recover from  environm ental 
im pacts, d u e  to the relatively low  level of biological activity (H am pton & Cole, 
1988).
The cold m akes the land  less resilient once disturbance occurs. W hen the 
snow  cover is com pressed and  com pacted from  cross-country travel, snow  m elt 
is often delayed, w hich  m ay shorten  the grow ing season. D uring early  w inter 
and  late w in ters som e snow -free soils can becom e sa tu ra ted  w ith  m elt w ater. If 
w e travel in  such an area the soil w ill becom e highly  com pacted and  m u d d y  and  
erosion will begin. P lants p ressed  into the m ud  d o n 't have m uch chance of 
survival and  m ay be easily u p roo ted  by  a tire track, sliding boot or a high 
pow ered  dog paw . The N ational O utdoor Leadership  School suggests the only 
cure to these types of situations is to avoid  them , and  to look for a d ifferent trail 
at either h igher or low er elevation (H am pton & Cole, 1988).
The inability to b u ry  feces in organic soil because of the obvious obstacle of 
deep snow  or frozen ground , low  w in ter sunlight, and  the preservation  quality  of 
cold tem peratu res re ta rd  b reakdow n of fecal m aterial in the w inter. As in 
sum m er, decom position is m ost rap id  in  d irect sunlight. "Surface deposition  is 
ap p ro p ria te  as long as there 's no risk of w ater po llu tion  and  the site isn 't likely to
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be d iscovered  by others" (H am pton & Cole, 1988). If this is the case, cat-holes 
just below  the surface of the snow  m ay be the best alternative next to packing the 
w astes out. A  standard  joke am ong dog m ushers, "yellow  snow " creates a 
visible im pact. It is a good practice to cover urine stains w ith  snow , especially in 
heavily  used  areas.
Wildlife
All of m y sources agree tha t the m ain ecological concern of dog m ushing  in 
the w in ter is w ildlife d isturbance. To w ildlife w in ter is particularly  challenging, 
and  a lthough m ost anim als w ho live in a cold climate environm ent have a highly 
adap ted  eco-physiology, w in ter still rem ains a stressful season. Large w ildlife 
especially have to w ard  off cold and  conserve energy; they m ust p low  through 
snow  to find food and  shelter in  deep  snow  or w ind  sw ept areas. They use up  
critical stores of energy  to travel. O ne w ay  to m inim ize energy needs is to lim it 
activities. This energy conservation is upset w hen  the anim als are disturbed. 
Flight and  fright, w hich increase the anim al's heart rate, also increase energy 
consum ption, w hich leads to increased dem and  and  stress (Harbo, 1986).
If you live in the no rthern  w oods, m oose is a fact of life. In A laska m ushers 
often encounter m oose on  the trails. M ushers and  their dog team s have to learn 
either from  their ow n experience or from  o thers' that the m oose has the right-of- 
way! It is no t uncom m on tha t m oose w ill attack and  even kill dogs on a dog 
team . They are accustom ed to defending  them selves from  wolves. In o rder to 
u n d erstan d  w in ter w ildlife behavior w e m ust u n d erstan d  their energy budget. 
This is m uch  like a financial b u d g et of spend ing  and  earning, except this budget 
counts calories no t dollars. It is a fairly sim ple equation: in o rder to surv ive an
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anim al m u st m ake sure calories used  d o n 't exceed calories consum ed (Harbo, 
1986).
To avo id  encounters that m ay end  in tragedy either for the dogs and  m usher 
or for the w ildlife, it helps to understand  the behaviors and  habits of w ildlife. In 
w in ter food is scarce. W ildlife need  all the calories they can get to stay w arm  and 
healthy. It is helpfu l to know  w hat w ildlife eat in the w inter. M oose, for 
exam ple, w ill often appear in  w illow  shrub  stands. Young cottonw ood, aspen 
and  birch are also included  in their diet. Look for brow sing activity in any non ­
evergreen stands tha t have tw igs w ith in  an ungula te 's  reach. It is very valuable 
to leam  how  to look for signs of w ildlife tha t m ay potentially  be d isturbed  by 
dog activity to avoid conflict.
If the dog driver can be alert w hen  going th rough  brow se patches he or she 
m ay be able to spo t the gam e before the dogs, and  tha t m ay give the driver m ore 
tim e to react. Even dead  tired  dogs w ill becom e instantly  energized w hen  they 
see or sm ell w ildlife. You can, as a dog driver, take advantage of the som etim es 
seism ic shift in speed tha t takes place w hen  an entire dog team  spots w ildlife, 
and  really  go for a ride, if you m anage to keep the dogs on the trail tha t is!
It is possible to teach dogs to ignore wildlife. The training should  start at 
hom e by  d iscouraging young  dogs from  chasing o ther anim als, and  praising 
them  w hen  they pass o ther anim als on the trail. The com m ands often used  in 
this situation  is "O n By" or "Leave It."
O n overn igh t trips, avoid  cam ping near gam e trails, gam e yards (bedding 
areas) and  brow se patches. M any m ushers ru n  their dogs at n igh t or in the dark. 
It's  no t a b ad  idea to consider equ ipp ing  the dogs w ith  harness bells. I like to run  
m y dog  team  w ith  a bell if I go th rough  m oose country , just as I equ ip  m y pack
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dogs w ith  bells du rin g  hiking season. H ow ever, attaching a bell to the lead dogs 
m ay h am p er their ability to hear com m ands.
Waste Control
"D epending  on  the ecosystem , the tim e of the year and tem perature and 
m oisture  levels, as w ell as the particu lar d iet of the dogs, the decom position rate 
of dog  feces is h ighly variable" (May, 1995). A ccording to the veterinarians I 
in terv iew ed, dog feces is usually  h igher in p ro tein  than  tha t of the w ild  canines. 
D om estic dog feces also have low er fiber content since they are less likely to 
ingest hair, bones an d  other indigestible m aterials.
A lthough the veterinarians I in terv iew ed agree tha t there is little risk for any 
disease transfer o r in troduction  th rough  dog feces if the dogs are up  to date  on 
their health  program s, dog ow ners should  practice sound  w ilderness sanitation 
in the ou tdoors, w hen  possible. To view  the questionnaire sent to the 
veterinarians, see A ppendix  F.
If m ushers or any dog  ow ners stop in creeks, rivers or lakes to w ater their 
dogs they should  m ove aw ay and  select a suitable screened spot at least 50 feet 
from  any open w ater before they stop to allow  the dogs to rest and  relieve 
them selves. A ny h iker w ith  a dog as well as dog drivers can easily carry either 
w aste bags or a d igging tool to dispose of the canine w aste. Fortunately, natu re 
has p rov ided  a system  of 'T>iological d isposers" in the top 6 or 8 inches of top soil 
that w orks to decom pose organic m aterials (USDA FS-66 info sheet). A ccording 
to US Forest Service guidelines w e should  b u ry  w aste in a hole 8 to 10 inches in 
d iam eter, and  no deeper than 6 to 8 inches, to stay w ith in  the 'T)iological 
d isposers" soil layer. It is a good idea to keep the sod  in tact to cover u p  the hole 
after it's  filled w ith  w aste. N atu re  w ill do the rest in a few  days. It is not always
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practical for a dog d river to dispose of dog poop, since m any  sled dogs learn to 
poop  w hile  in the team , on the run. But there is no reason w hy sanitary 
guidelines sh o u ld n 't an d  cou ldn 't be follow ed w hen possible. "Cleanliness 
a ro u n d  cam p absolutely requires that you treat dog droppings exactly like 
h u m an  w aste. M ost find  the w aste of either considerably m ore distasteful than 
tha t of herbivores, horses, m ules or llam as" (A adland, 1993).
"A ny anim al has the ability to sp read  disease, even w ild  animals. The higher 
the concentration of anim als in any one place, the greater the chance for spread  
of disease. Also, it is the younger anim al (<1 year) that has the greatest chance to 
sp read  disease" (Cross, 1995). Dogs are no t likely to transm it disease or parasites 
to hum ans, b u t are often p a rt of parasites ' life cycles. The m ost com m on 
intestinal parasites affecting sled dogs are hookw orm s, roundw orm s and 
tapew orm s. H ookw orm s an d  roundw orm s are passed  directly from  dog to dog 
th rough  fecal contam ination (ingestion), som etim es by  skin penetration. 
T apew orm s require an  in term ediate  host such as a fish, rodent, ungulate  (of the 
deer family) or a flea; they are no t transm itted  directly from  dog to dog 
(Schmidt, 1988). The veterinarians I in terv iew ed agree tha t the best preventative 
action is education  of dog  ow ners of the im portance of "good preventative 
m edicine program s as well as sound  nu trition  and  diet, w hich keep dogs 
healthy" (Tow nsend, 1995). Therefore, all dogs should  be current on their 
inoculations and  w orm ing  p rogram s to m axim ize disease an d  parasite control. 
All veterinarians agreed  that any  loose and  uncontro lled  dogs pose a m uch 
greater th rea t of sp read ing  disease and  parasites as w ell as causing accidents and  
dam age than  leashed or o therw ise controlled dogs. Therefore, "all dog ow ners
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shou ld  p ro v id e  responsible ow nersh ip  by  controlling their dogs in the 
backcountry" (Figueroa, 1995).
Littering
Besides dog  d ropp ings an d  straw  from  cam p areas and trailheads, litter that 
is directly  associated w ith  dog  sledding  includes dog booties on the trail. M any 
m ushers use protective booties for their dogs' feet. C ertain  trail conditions can 
be very  rough  on a d og 's  foot. N orm ally  a dog 's  foot pads are very tough, b u t 
the soft tissue in the in terdigital area (betw een their toes) can become dam aged 
and  irrita ted  b y  icy and  large g ranu la ted  snow  conditions, as w ell as from  gravel 
and  sand  on  trails and  roads. G oing th rough  ice overflow s and  th rough  w et 
deep snow  m ay cause snow  bu ild u p  tha t can w ear sores on the toughest of dog 
paw s. M ost contem porary  dog booties are m ade of fleece, cordura or neltex 
m aterials w ith  a Velcro strap  around  the ankle for a snug  fit. These booties will 
often com e off the dogs' feet an d  are som etim es not seen by  the driver on the 
sled. If m ushers see them  com e off, m ore often than  not, they will try  to collect 
them. Sled dog  equ ipm en t is no t cheap, and  w ith four feet per dog, even the cost 
of booties ad d  up  quickly for larger kennels. H ow ever, along any long distance 
race rou te  the trail m ay becom e "one long do tted  line of th row n and  discarded 
booties " (Collins & Collins, 1991).
M ost lines an d  traces for dog sledding  today are m ade of different thickness 
of po ly  rope. Som etim es, especially w hen  young dogs are on a team , these lines 
w ill be chew ed ap a rt by  som e over-active m em ber on  the team. W ell p repared  
m ushers usually  carry repair kits w ith  tools and  extra supplies to fix such 
m ishaps. Scraps from  poly rope can som etim es fall on the g round  or snow  and  
easily be overlooked or ignored.
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O ther pieces of equ ipm en t tha t m ay  break can also appear on  trails 
frequen ted  by  sled dog fanciers. For som e m ushers this happens m ore often than 
to others. There are m ushers w ho are renow ned  for slam m ing into trees, roots, 
fences an d  snow  berm s, leaving a trail of sled parts behind. Snaps, rings, screws 
and  bolts an d  o ther h a rd w are  can break from  the stress and  cold w eather.
Collars an d  harnesses w ere once m ade of leather or cotton, b u t now  they are 
m ade from  soft, p liable one-inch nylon w ebbing and  are p ad d ed  around  the neck 
and  som etim es along the sides w ith  fleece m aterial. Some race harnesses are 
m ade of hi-tech po lypropylene w ith  closed cell foam  padd ing . Again, although 
no t pop u la r w ith  dog drivers, chew ers on a dog team  m ay get an o pportun ity  to 
shred  these often colorful essentials to pieces in a m atter of seconds.
M ushers like to carry snacks for their dogs on  the trail. O ften this m eans 
d ried  or frozen chunks of fish, liver and  m eat tha t w ill also rehydrate  a dog in a 
flavorful w ay. Ziplock bags and  o ther plastic bags are invaluable for storing trail 
snacks. It is likely that these are som etim es left b eh ind  at a resting spo t on  the 
trail, especially if an  eager canine m ou th  gets to this w onderfu lly  scented article 
before being secured back in the sled. Som etim es m etal pans for snacking and  
w atering  get left beh ind  as dogs like to throw  these around  as well.
O ther typical w in ter trash tha t is m ore of a problem  on  snow  than  on bare 
g round  because it is difficult to spo t against a w hite  background  du rin g  cam p 
clean-up includes o ther transparen t w rappers, ski w ax scrapings, w hite  toilet 
paper, den tal floss (often used  for sew ing and  repairing) and  w hite articles of 
clothing. ■"Winter visitors should  be especially m indfu l of their litter potential" 
(H am pton  & Cole, 1988).
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Fire precautions app ly  even in the w inter, especially in areas of deep  m oss 
w here  coals from  your fire can ignite the underly ing  peat, causing it to sm older 
indefinitely. A pply  the "dead-out" policy. There are other com pelling reasons 
for n o t bu ild ing  fires in the w inter. "D ead and dow n  w ood that is d ry  is 
essentially  nonexistent, so the tem ptation  is to tear off low er tree branches or pull 
w ood off stand ing  dead  snags" (H am pton & Cole, 1988). W inter cam pers should  
use their ow n  discretion if they  need  to bu ild  fires. Keep them  small and 
confined to m ore rem ote places. D on 't disfigure trees and  snags, and  disperse all 
charcoal and  ash. Try to cam p and  travel w ith  a philosophy of low -im pact 
w ilderness use by leaving areas as you found them.
Keep in m ind  that snow  gives a false sense of security w hen  you look around 
your w in ter cam psite and  see no evidence of litter. Perm anent snow  and  ice 
environm ents are som e of the m ost h ighly  im pacted areas in the w orld. O ne 
need only  take a look at the vast am ounts of trash  and  garbage past expeditions 
have left on M ount M cKinley, Rainier and  Everest.
D iscarding nearly  everyth ing  in their p u rsu it of the sum m it, large expeditions 
have littered  their w ay  up  and  dow n  m any o therw ise pristine m ountains. In 
this environm ent, w here extrem e cold tends to preserve anything, the only 
excuse of users has been tha t snow  w ill eventually  cover their litter. The 
larger question — like living w ith  the know ledge tha t there are golf balls 
lying on  the surface of the m oon — is w hether w e have a responsibility to 
keep these p ristine w ild lands free from  our m aterial excess. (H am pton & 
Cole, 1988).
"Treat the land  w ith  respect, no m atter how  rem ote it is. H and le  litter 
econom ically; if it bu rns, b u rn  it; if not, pack it ou t" (Collins & Collins, 1991).
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The follow ing guidelines are adap ted  from  the Bureau of Land M anagem ent
'T re a d  L ightly" approach. They can be app lied  to sled dog ow ners training their
dogs w ith  w heeled  rigs as well.
• O btain  a travel m ap  from  the local BLM office, or regulations from  other 
public land  agencies. Learn the rules and  follow them.
• A void ru n n in g  over young trees, shrubs and grasses dam aging or killing 
them . Small trees are extrem ely susceptible to injury unless adequately  
covered an d  cushioned by  snow.
• Stay off soft, w et roads and  trails readily  torn u p  by tire action. R epairing the 
dam age is expensive.
• Travel a round  m eadow s, steep hillsides or stream banks and  lakeshores easily 
scarred  by  churning  wheels.
• Resist the urge to p ioneer a new  road  or trail, or to cut across a switchback.
• Stay aw ay from  w ild  anim als that are rearing  young or suffering from  food 
shortage. Stress can sap scarce energy reserves.
• O bey gate closures and  regulatory  signs. V andalism  costs tax dollars.
• Stay o u t of w ilderness. They are closed to all vehicles. K now  w here 
boundaries are.
• G et perm ission  to travel across private  land. Respect landow ner rights. If 
you  do, you 'll w in  friends an d  h itu re  access. If you don 't, everyone will be 
closed out.
• If you or your organization  are p lann ing  an event, or if you w an t to break 
new  trails or establish routes for off-highw ay vehicles (OHVs) sum m er and  
w inter, contact the local land  m anager. T hrough cooperation, projects m ay be 
organized  w ith  m inim al dam age to the land.
• F uture opportun ities for exciting travel on public lands are in your hands, so 
tread  lightly!
IV. THE MUSHERS
This chapter is a brief in troduction  to the m ushers selected for this paper w ho 
represen t the different faces and  arrays of experiences of sled dog ow nership  in 
M ontana.
I w ill share a brief g lim pse of their backgrounds and  som e indiv idual view s 
and  opinions of w h at it m eans to them  to be m ushers and  w hy they have chosen 
to share their lives w ith  sled dogs.
M on tana  M usher P rofiles
Terry O. Adkins
Terry A dkins is from  Sand Coulee, M ontana. H e becam e involved w ith  sled 
dogs in  1973, and  is a com petitive long distance racer. Terry is a perennial race 
contender in the 1,049-mile-long A laska Id itarod  sled dog m arathon, as well as 
o ther long distance races. H e and  his dogs have successfully ru n  and  finished 
the race a total of seven times. H e also placed in the top ten  and  the top tw enty  
finishers several of those years. H e w as one of several M ontana m ushers to enter 
the inaugura l W yom ing Rocky M ountain  Stage Race in 1996. Terry 's son Chris is 
also a com petitive m usher and  is an active contender in M ontana 's Race to the 
Sky every year.
Terry is a retired  US A ir Force veterinarian  and  still serves as an  official race 
veterinarian  at several long distance races, includ ing  the Iditarod.
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M ost people involved w ith  sled dogs in  M ontana as w ell as A laska have 
h ea rd  of Terry A dkins. H e m akes num erous public appearances in schools and 
at fund  raisers and he has a repu ta tion  for being a story teller, sharing a 
collection of tall tales —  m ostly from  his tw enty  years experience w ith  the 
Id itarod  as a com petitor and  veterinarian. Terry credits the Id itarod race of 1973 
for getting  h im  interested  in sled dogs. Before getting into sled dogs he w orked 
w ith  h u n tin g  dogs.
Terry currently  has a little less than  100 A laskan H uskies and  tw o registered 
Siberian H uskies in his kennel. H e prefers the A laskan H usky  because "they 
perform  the w ay I like sled dogs to run."
Terry is a m em ber of several sled dog organizations including M ontana 
M ountain  M ushers. H e is a board  m em ber of The International Sled Dog Racing 
A ssociation, a m usher representative of the Race to the Sky Inc., and  is a m em ber 
of the In ternational Sled Dog V eterinary M edical Association. Terry A dkins 
strives to be a good exam ple in his role as a m usher and  w elcom es any visitors to 
his kennel.
Dave Armstrong
D ave A rm strong  is a legend in  M ontana. N o t only has he been the oldest 
partic ipan t for m any years in M ontana 's Race to the Sky, b u t he is also p a rt of 
M ontana 's h istory  in ano ther capacity. Dave is living evidence of the m ilitary 
W ar D og Reception and  T raining C enter a t C am p Rim ini in M ontana betw een 
1942 an d  1944. A t C am p Rimini, he w as p a rt of the personnel specializing in 
train ing sled dogs and  pack dogs. M any of D ave's stories of training sled dogs at 
C am p Rim ini m ake u p  the h istory  section of this p aper (see A ppendix  C).
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Today D ave lives in  H elena w ith  his 23 sled dogs of m ixed northern  breeds, 
som e of w hich  are descendants from  the canine heroes at Rimini. A rm strong has 
been  involved  w ith  sled dogs for 34 years, and  he know s of no o ther dog b reed  
tha t can com pete w ith  the qualities of the husky. H e becam e interested in sled 
dogs after taking a sled dog ride in  1936 and  has been hooked ever since. H e 
started  o u t by  ow ning an A laskan M alam ute. Today he considers him self a 
recreational m usher as w ell as a m idd le and  long distance com petitor.
D ave is a frequent speaker a t civic clubs, he m akes very  popu lar appearances 
in local schools, and  is a frequent banquet speaker at sled dog related 
sym posium s and  w ork  shops. H e is a m em ber of M ontana M ountain  M ushers 
w here he is the treasurer. H e believes tha t the club should  constantly educate the 
public abou t ecology and  pro tecting  the environm ent. Dave is also a m em ber of 
the A dvisory  Council for the M ikal Kellner Foundation for Animals.
D ave feels that he  can positively affect the im age of m ushing  in the public eye 
and  he has h ad  very positive feedback from  his appearances. H e invites non- 
m ushers to visit his kennel in H elena any tim e to increase their aw areness of sled 
dogs or to spark  som e one 's  in terest in m ushing. Dave A rm strong is a true role 
m odel, a hero, and  an  inspiration  for m any, m any dog lovers.
Jack and Laurie Beckstrom
Jack and  Laurie Beckstrom have been involved w ith  sled dogs for 24 years. 
They are bo th  in their 40s and  seem  too young  to be such seasoned veterans. Jack 
and  Laurie live and  w ork  ou t of their hom e in  Kalispell. They operate a sled dog 
equ ipm en t com pany and  ru n  a board ing  kennel. Laurie also has a round  ten 
m in iatu re  donkeys and  one m am m oth  donkey along w ith  a couple of herd ing  
dogs at their hom e.
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Their establishm ent is called A danac Kennels, Sleds and  E quipm ent and  is 
the Mecca for M ontana sled dog enthusiasts. This is w here  people go to buy 
equipm ent, dog  food, dogs, to get their equ ipm ent w orked  on, or to get advice 
and  to talk  dogs! Their hom e-based business also provides a very busy  m ail 
o rder service.
Jack is also involved in m any state and  national organizations. H e serves as a 
board  m em ber on a few  and  he contributes to new sletters w ith  equipm ent 
articles on a regu lar basis. H e also m akes frequent appearances at schools and 
o ther public events.
Jack likes to be involved in organizations tha t are concerned w ith provid ing  
education  regard ing  his beloved sport to the public. As far as the environm ental 
and  ecological concerns. Jack responded  that ".. .w e are so environm ent friendly. 
M y ph ilosophy w ou ld  be to educate people and  agencies, and  increase their 
aw areness of that. W e have people come to visit ou r kennel all the tim e, and  if 
they w an t to com e along on a train ing ru n  w ith  ou r dogs, they can." Jack is also 
a m em ber of the M ontana W ildlife Federation.
In their spare tim e they  are com petitive m ushers w ho recently sw itched gears 
from  long-distance to m id-distance an d  stage racing. Both Jack and Laurie prefer 
the A laskan H usky. They initially ow ned  Siberian H uskies, b u t soon found that 
the A laskan H usky  w as the dog  w inning  the races. They too started  purchasing  
and  p roducing  A laskans. Jack likes them  because they are very  athletically gifted 
and  have very  few  genetic problem s.
The personality  of dogs — their w illingness an d  loyalty to hum ans —  is w hat 
attracted  Jack to get involved w ith  sled dog activities over 20 years ago. Laurie 
said  tha t ".. .seeing the excitem ent of the dogs w hen  they w ere  being hooked up
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at the race start"  w as a real form ative experience for her. A nd then, of course,
"the challenge of try ing  to beat the 'o ther guy ' w ith  everyone having the sam e 
thing, you know , no th ing  b u t dogs and  sled, to operate w ith. That w as a real 
spark  for m e." L aurie 's paren ts h ad  show  dogs and  d id  som e com petitive 
show ing w hen  she w as a youngster, bu t it w asn 't until her first sled dog race that 
her desire to live a life filled w ith  dogs began. That desire has now  resulted  in 
her and  Jack sharing  their lives w ith  70 A laskan H uskies (give or take).
L aurie said  tha t she w ou ld  hope that they are positive role m odels for the 
sport of m ushing. "From  the com m ents of on-lookers, I w ould  say, yes, w e are 
good role m odels. They see us touching and  m assaging our dogs, bedd ing  them  
dow n — just treating  them  in a fun  and  loving m anner. W e often get com m ents 
on that." L aurie said tha t w hen  non-m ushers com e to visit they are often freaked 
ou t tha t there are so m any dogs, and  that m ost of the dogs are on chains.
Jack's com m ent on his role as a m usher in the public eye is that "w e m ust be 
pro-active in the w ay  w e p resen t ourselves to the public. W e can 't w ait, and  be 
defensive, an d  react to negative publicity."
Bill Gallea
Bill Gallea, his w ife, C indy, and  their tw o sons, Jim and  Brian, are all 
m ushers. They live in Seeley Lake, and  devote their tim e to each other, their jobs, 
hobbies and  their com m on passion  for their sled dogs.
Bill is an  em ergency doctor in M issoula, and  C indy is a registered  nurse. Jim 
is a sophom ore in h igh  school and  Brian is a sixth-grader. Brian is the natu ra l 
ath lete in the fam ily, and  spreads his ta len t betw een golf, football, basketball and  
sp rin t dog  sledding. Jim is a gifted w ood  w orker and  is constantly  w ork ing  on 
som e n ew  ideas for a sled, dog houses, p u p p y  pens or the fam ily truck 's dog box.
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en d u rin g ly  know n as the "K.-9 H ilto n /' as d isp layed  by the license plates. Jim m y 
w an ted  license plates tha t read  "yelo sno."
Bill an d  C indy are long distance m ushers, runn ing  races such as the 500-mile 
John Bear grease Sled Dog M arathon, the 500-mile M ontana 's Race to the Sky, and 
the M onatan  Excel 300-mile race. Jim m y runs m id-distance races u p  to 100 miles. 
Brian keeps the com petitive edge u p  in the young  dogs and  enters the few  
existing sp rin t races around  the Rocky M ountains w ith  a w ild  and  crazy attitude. 
C indy cam e in second place, only four seconds behind  the w inner, M aria 
H ayash ida, in the 1995 Race to the Sky. Bill is a celebrity in Seeley Lake since 
M arch of 1996 w hen  he en tered  and  successfully com pleted the A laska Id itarod  
Race, w ith  m any of his hom e-grow n dogs. Jim Gallea has plans to ru n  the Junior 
Id itarod  in  1997.
This fam ily sets h igh  goals for them selves and  their dogs, and  usually  
reaches them . They also ru n  a touring  business called Snow crest Sled Dog 
A dventures.
Bill has been involved w ith  local sled dog clubs for years on  organizational 
and  su p p o rtin g  levels, as w ell as officiating local sled dog races. H e and  C indy 
are also m em bers of the N ational W ildlife Federation, T rout U nlim ited, the 
A udubon  Society and  Southern Poverty Law  Center.
The Gallea fam ily cam e to M ontana from  M innesota. W inter cam ping in the 
B oundary W aters C anoe area using  dogs as transporta tion  w ere some of their 
form ative experiences of dog sledding. They started  ou t ju st w anting  u p  to four, 
"definitely  no  m ore than  six dogs," for their ow n use. W ell, like m any sled dog 
ow ners, the Galleas soon found  them selves victim s of the creeping dog-flation —
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today  they  have approxim ately  65 dogs, including  around  15 pupp ies every 
sum m er.
They like to donate  sled dog trips for benefit raffle tickets, donate rides to 
charitable organizations such as KUFM public radio, and  m ake appearances in 
local schools for educational purposes. The Snowcrest Racing H uskies Kennel 
has ad o p ted  a section of H ighw ay 83 to clean up  und er the "A dopt-A -H ighw ay 
P rogram ." They often have visitors come to their kennel including local TV 
stations. It is Bill's perception  that his fam ily, th rough  its involvem ent in 
m ushing , has helped  create a positive im age for m ushing  in their region,
".. .except for som e of o u r neighbors."
Am i Gjestson
A m i G jestson is a native W isconsinite, living in M ontana, w anna-be-an- 
Alaskan! She has her entire life p lanned  around  her fairly recent passion for 
runn ing  sled dogs. A t the age of 30-som ething, she w orks as a supervisor for 
traffic control at road  construction sites, for approxim ately  eight m onths o u t of 
the year, and  she has the rest of the w in ter off to p lay  w ith  her dogs. Am i is a 
skijor, hav ing  adop ted  her d istan t Scandinavian heritage as p a rt of her lifestyle. 
She enjoys the one-on-one you get w ith  the dogs th rough  the N ordic style 
m ushing. H ow ever, give her a few  m ore dogs and  she becom es a full-fledged 
m usher. A m i currently  has four sled dogs. Before she got in terested  in sled dogs 
she lived w ith  her retriever-cross p e t/co m p an io n  for thirteen years. She is 
attracted  to the H uskies because they have the looks tha t she likes, and  the size, 
w eigh t an d  especially coat that she prefers for sound  w in ter travel, p lus, she 
added , " .. .they are b red  to pull."
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A bout her form ative experiences. Am i shared  the following: "Before actually 
ru n n in g  sled dogs m yself, the rom antic visions of the Id itarod, Arctic exploration 
and  ind igenous people w ork ing  w ith  dogs for their daily survival had  been 
in trigu ing  to me. W  hen  I started  runn ing  m y ow n dogs, I w as attracted to the 
different types of interaction I d iscovered w ith  m y d o g s .. being  part of the team; 
runn ing , resting  an d  snacking together; depend ing  on each o ther and  having  a 
heigh tened  sense of responsibility. I also felt m y w orld  open u p  w ith  the 
distances tha t can be a tta ined  w ith  dogs in  the w inter."
Am i spends the w inters w ith  her four dogs traveling around  looking for 
snow. O ne of the h ighlights of this sport, she said, "is to help  friends and  others 
get started  w ith  their ow n dogs. Since all you  need is a pe t dog that will pu ll and 
a desire to m ake it happen , it is available to so m any people."
Am i has partic ipated  in several skijoring races and  dem onstrations. She 
participates for the com petition, b u t for the opportun ity  to expose others to the 
sport. She prom otes this dog activity in any w ay she can. She partic ipated  w ith  
her skijoring dogs on a local TV station 's evening new s spot featuring unusual 
w in ter sports. She also enjoys conversing w ith  friends about her activity, or w ith 
strangers w ho often ask her w hat she carries in her dog  boxes on her truck. 
A nyone in terested  in v isiting her hom e at the N ordskogen  Kennel in Seeley Lake 
is m ore than  w elcom e, b u t they better h u rry  since Am i is p lann ing  to m ove to 
A laska in search of m ore consistent snow  conditions.
Am i is a m em ber of the local sled dog  club M ontana M ountain  M ushers 
(MMM), and  also the A laska-based sled dog organization, P.R.I.D.E. (Providing 
Responsible Inform ation on a D og's Environm ent). She feels that it is im portan t 
for com m unity  and  circuit cohesiveness to belong to organizations that represen t
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the activity in  a positive light. "W hile M M M  prom otes responsible dog care, 
their em phasis seem s to be m ore on club sponsored  an d  related events.
P.R.I.D.E. is an  organization  w hich is w holly dedicated to sled dog w elfare."
A m i hopes tha t in her role as a m usher, or skijor to be m ore specific, she can 
convey her desire for her dogs to have a good, active life, w hile striving for a 
necessary harm ony w ith  the environm ent. "I think that every m usher w ho 
values their activity as a spo rt or vocation needs to also value the land  and  
people th a t allow  us to partic ipate in m ushing. The use of public lands is a 
privilege — n o t a right, b u t the users of these lands do have a right to enjoy their 
activities w ithou t being im posed upon  by  others. W e m ust take care not to lose 
our privileges due  to any m usher's  m isuse, neglect, ignorance or self-serving 
attitudes tow ard  the environm ent and  people affected by  it."
Jack Hooker
Jack H ooker w as the first M ontanan to race in the Id itarod  back in the early 
'70s. H e has been involved w ith  sled dog activities since 1973. Jack, his w ife 
K aren, and  their son. Bill, have been operating  a sum m er, fall and  w inter 
com m ercial outfitting business at the W hite Tail Ranch in O vando, M ontana, for 
m any years. They becam e in terested  in sled dogs after deciding they w an ted  to 
extend their outfitting  business into the w inter m onths. Their w inter tours 
included  sled dog  trips aro u n d  the Scapegoat W ilderness.
The H ookers recently sold their sled dogs to a young  fam ily in Lincoln tha t is 
p lann ing  to ru n  long distance races w ith  the H ooker blood lines, know n for its 
com bination of A laska H uskies m ixed w ith  A iredale terriers. But they continue 
their su p p o rt of sled dog activities: the W hite Tail Ranch is still the m ost popu lar
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check p o in t along the Race to the Sky route, and  Bill has served as race m arshal, 
as w ell as head  of the trail crew  at the race for several years.
They have been active m em bers of local m ushing  clubs and  races, as well as 
m em bers of the M ontana O utfitters and  G uide Association, Professional 
W ilderness O utfitters A ssociation, A m erican Business W om en's Association and 
the M ontana W ilderness Society. Jack and  K aren H ooker rem ain som e of the 
m ost h onored  and  respected people on the M ontana dog m ushing  circuit, for all 
the w ork, represen tation  and  prom otion  they have done for the sport.
Jim Orvis
Jim O rvis can be considered a m inority  on  the M ontana sled dog circuit as he 
is a com petitive sp rin t m usher. M ost com petitive races in  M ontana are m iddle 
and  long distance. Jim has been  training and  racing speedy sled dogs for 21 
years and  has established him self as a reputab le breeder and  com petitor on a 
national scale. He has represen ted  the U nited  States du ring  several Sled Dog 
W orld C ham pionships.
O rvis w as attracted  to a life w ith  dogs from  his early experiences of going for 
long w alks in the evenings w ith  his pe t dogs. Today, together w ith  his family, he 
operates a 40-dog A laskan H usky  sp rin t kennel, along w ith  a board ing  kennel in 
Bozeman, M ontana. Like m any  o thers he claims that no o ther breed  has the 
speed an d  desire of the A laskan husky, although m any hound  breeds are being 
in terb red  w ith  the A laskan these days.
Jim is a m em ber of the In ternational Sled Dog Racing A ssociation (ISDRA) 
w hich prom otes the w elfare of anim als on  the racing circuit. H e gives 
dem onstrations, lectures and  prom otes an  active lifestyle for people w ith  their
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p e t dogs, as w ell as p rov ides general inform ation about sled dogs a round  
com m unity  schools and  public libraries.
Meriel (Mel) Fishback Riley
Since M el filled o u t m y  questionnaire and partic ipated  in a lengthy interview  
she passed  aw ay after a long battle  w ith  cancer. Because of her im m ense 
contributions to the sled dog w orld , I feel especially honored  to be able to include 
her in m y  paper.
D uring  her lifetim e Mel w rote a lead dog training book, w as instrum ental in 
help ing  ISDRA get organized, created the first Northern Dog News, and  the now  
w idesp read  m onth ly  sled dog  publication of Team & Trail, and  w as the key 
au thor of ISDRA's Race Manual, first pub lished  in 1971. She w as th roughout her 
lifetim e a m ajor contribu tor to m ajor sled dog publications including the Montana 
Mountain Musher, INFO, M ushing Magazine and  Team & Trail. Mel w as a w om an 
w ho b lazed  the trail for fu tu re  journalists in the in ternational sled dog publishing 
field, an d  her inform ative contributions to Team & Trail and  to the sled dog w orld  
w ere innum erable (Team & Trail, 1996).
Mel w as p erhaps p ro u d est of her achievem ents in b ring ing  attention to the 
relationship  of quality  equ ipm en t to dog team  perform ance. She and  her first 
husband , Lee Fishback, designed the w idely  copied Fishback X-Back sled dog 
harness, and  it continues to be the m ost popu lar harness style (MMM, 1996).
Mel lived in Poison, M ontana a t the tim e she partic ipated  in this study , and  I 
w ill p resen t her answ ers in  p resen t tense.
"I have  m anaged  a board ing  kennel, d id  the 'n u ts  an d  bolts ' w ork  in  ou r sled 
dog  kennel, som e training, a lot of equ ipm en t m aking, a ton  of w ritin g .. .bu t no 
obedience w ork  to speak of." M el's very  first dog  w as a sled dog and  m ost dogs
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she h ad  since then  w ere sled dogs, b u t she also h ad  setters, L ab rado r/b ird -dog , 
an d  a lot of m ixed breeds. U ntil she d ied  Mel ow ned  a "pretty  d am  good w eight 
pu ller, tha t I have com peted w ith  a little. But, presently  I m ostly  w rite about the 
sport." She w as a m em ber of ISDRA and  the Glacier Pullers — a sm all g roup  of 
M ontana w eight pu lling  dog enthusiasts.
M el h ad  been involved w ith  sled dogs since 1954. "There w ere no races w hen 
w e sta rted  runn ing  dogs. The breeder of our first dog had  a 'show  team ' (Santa 
C laus parades, m ovies, spo rt show s, etc.) and  she used  ou r dog now  and then. It 
seem ed like fun. A bout four of us started  the first race in Southern California." 
Mel said tha t she h ad  ow ned  over 200 dogs, b u t she never really counted. "I've 
h ad  good dogs, an d  a few  REALLY good dogs, in  several breeds. O ur Sam oyed, 
Shu, w as quite fam ous for his perform ances. But, they d o n 't m ake 'em  like that 
any m ore. H e w as a pet, a leader and  could do it all."
Mel also belonged to the Lake C ounty H um ane Society and  supported  and 
contributed  to the organization  every year. "They do a w onderfu l service for 
anim als, if only  people w ou ld  follow their guidelines." She helped increase the 
H um ane Society's aw areness of the health  and  im portance of an active lifestyle 
for w ork ing  dogs. Mel felt it w as im portan t to show  people tha t there are m any 
things tha t you  can do  w ith  your dog to keep it sim ulated  and  active. "There's 
m ore than  one w ay  to have fun  w ith  a dog — and  give the dog som ething to do 
that gives it praise and  rew ards."
Linda Stehlik
L inda Stehlik has gained quite a repu ta tion  for frequenting  the backcountry  
trails d u rin g  h ik ing  season w ith  up  to 12 Siberian H uskies at a time. Each dog  is 
eq u ip p ed  w ith  a dog pack, each is fully controlled by voice, even w hen  a m oose
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crosses the  trail, and  w ell behaved  and  quiet w hen hikers pass them. She has set 
an  exam ple for dog ow ners in her area around  Troy, M ontana.
L inda considers herself first and  forem ost a recreational m usher, secondly a 
dog  packer, an d  th ird ly  she will enter a few  sled dog races. All her dogs, a total 
of 15, are spayed  or neu tered , to avoid unw an ted  breeding  and  other horm one 
related  problem s. She prefers the pu reb red  Siberian H usky because of its size 
and  appearance, b u t does ow n one Siberian-cross. L inda is very com m itted to 
her b reed  and  is a m em ber of the International Siberian H usky  Club. "The 
pu rpose  of this club is to p ro tec t and  advance the in terest of the registered 
Siberian H usky  in racing, breeding, and  show ing w ith  p rim e em phasis to 
m ain tain  the racing qualities and  w orkability  of the breed."
She often w rites and  speaks about dog care and  the sport of m ush ing  and  dog 
packing. She enjoys show ing her dogs off to the public. "I w ork  very hard  to 
keep healthy, h appy  w orking  dogs. I p resen t their sum m er kennel an d  w inter 
dog y ard  as neat an d  clean. M y dogs are very  social and  well cared for." She 
likes to be involved w ith  her com m unity  and  also belongs to o ther local clubs 
such as the Backcountry H orsem en and  the Libby Sno-Cat Club.
L inda show ed m e a pho tograph  of her kennel area in the w inter. The picture 
show s eight W hite-tail deer nibbling around  in the snow  in betw een and  around  
her dog  sled. R ight next to the deer are L inda's fifteen dogs. She to ld  m e that 
"keeping sled dogs in areas w here  w ildlife frequent does not pose a problem .
The dogs are not allow ed to harass or chase w ildlife. The sam e applies w hen  you 
go dog sledding  d o w n  a trail on public la n d s .. .these a ren 't loose dogs runn ing  
w ild , emd w h en  dogs w ork, they d o n 't bark ." L inda clearly sta ted  tha t she is for 
m ultip le  use  of public lands, b u t also had  strong  feelings concerning responsible
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versus irresponsib le users. 'T m  nonpolitical, so I can only speak out to others 
and  share w hatever know ledge I have to a sm all num ber of people, b u t I do m y 
best."
Doug Swingley
D oug Sw ingley is a silent M ontana celebrity .. or m aybe it's  just that M ontana 
is slow  at catching on? W hatever the case, D oug Swingley, from  Simms, 
M ontana, is su rro u n d ed  by  a sense that people have underestim ated  his capacity 
for years. Swingley, the w inner of the 1995 A laska Id itarod  Sled Dog M arathon, 
is the only non-A laskan ever to have claim ed the Id itarod  cham pionship  title. 
W hile D oug 's 1995 Id itarod  w in  seem ed to take all, especially the Alaska 
m ushing  circuit, by  surprise , Swingley him self figured the victory w as overdue. 
H e felt tha t m aybe it w asn 't so m uch tha t he w as the first "outsider" to w in the 
race tha t w as the focus of his attention, b u t the fact tha t he w on the race only 
after en tering  the Id itarod  four times. "If there w as a surprise, if m y com petitors 
at the tim e felt that I w asn 't going to w in, it w as because I d id n 't have the 
experience. The fact tha t I w on so soon w as m aybe a little b it of a surprise to 
them " (ITC, 1996).
D oug, w ho  is in his early  40s, has only been involved w ith  sled dogs since 
1989. H is bro ther, G reg, becam e involved first, w hen w orking w ith  M ontana 
m usher Terry A dkins w ho lived only  60 m iles from  the Swingley s. "G reg 
w an ted  to get involved w ith  a sled dog team  of his ow n, and  he came to m e for 
help. I k ind  of agreed  to help get h im  going, and  got sucked into the w hole thing 
w ith  d o g  m ushing ." The first g roup  of dogs tha t the Swingleys acquired w as an 
am algam ation. "W e picked u p  a few  dogs from  the dog pound ."  These "m utts" 
together w ith  a few  race dogs from  proven  A laska m ushers like Joe R unyan and
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Rick Sw enson m ade u p  their first race team. "You know , just a m ish-m ash of 
dogs th a t w e hoped  w ou ld  be com petitive." Greg w on the M ontana Race to the 
Sky in  1989.
D oug, in turn , ran  his first race in 1990 and soon m ade a nam e for the 
Sw ingley effort. H e w on the 1991 M ontana race and  that w as w hen he becam e 
really  focused. "By then, I h ad  figured  o u t how  to ru n  a race, so I started  
focusing on  the Id itarod ."
Paced by  the now  fam ous lead dogs, Vic and  Elmer, in 1995, D oug Swingley's 
team  broke the Id itarod  speed record in a tim e tha t m ost Id itarod  experts once 
considered im possible. H is team  ran  the official 1,049 miles in 9 days, 2 hours 
and  42 m inutes. In w inning , D oug not only set a new  speed record, he shattered 
the m yth  tha t an "outsider" w ould  never w in the Iditarod. D oug has said that 
this w as m ore than  just a personal victory, it w as a m oral victory for all the 
m ushers dow n  south  (ITC, 1996). It is also the fulfillm ent of w hat D oug calls 
"m y lifelong dream ."
Today D oug has m oved  to Lincoln, M ontana. H e claims that he w ill never 
leave M ontana. Being b o m  and  raised  in this state he is p ro u d  to be able to 
represen t the state as a cham pion around  the w orld. H is kennel consists of 100 
p lus A laskan H uskies. N o  longer considered "m utts" his dogs are a b lend  of 
about four d ifferent b lood lines. "I like b igger dogs. The average w eight of m y 
team  will exceed 60 pounds. I like dogs tha t can run , very  athletic, w ith  m assive 
am ounts of muscle. I d o n 't like light-fram ed dogs. So, longer backs, no t real tall. 
I like very  thick, sound-built legs." H e felt that som e of the dogs they w ere 
racing w ere too light boned, too p rone to injuries, so he aim ed for a heavier 
boned , m ore du rab le  type athlete.
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D oug an d  his b ro ther, Greg, still train  and  race the dogs from  their kennel 
together. G reg is curren tly  focusing on stage races and  D oug continues to run  
long distance. In M arch of 1996 D oug placed second in the Id itarod and  earlier 
in the year he  w on the John Beargrease Sled Dog M arathon in  M innesota.
Several of his race dogs w ere on Cliff R oberson's team  that w on the 1996 Race to 
the Sky. D oug is a very  focused and  com petitive indiv idual, and  the consistency 
of his b reed ing  and  racing efforts has given him  a respected status all over the 
w orld.
As the Id itarod  C ham pion from  1995 D oug Swingley is kep t very busy.
Today he is a professional dog breeder and  sled dog racer. "It involves constant 
prom otional activity all over the country, sponsorship  program s, educational 
film  m aking, com m ercials, p e t food conferences, post signing events, fund  
raisers, in te rv iew s.. like this o n e ..."
H e is very  keen on teaching and  especially enjoys spark ing  new  enthusiastic 
m ushers ' interest. H e has on  several occasions helped  others not only to 
progress an d  be successful, b u t also w in  m ajor races. H e founded  his ow n 
M ontana race w ith  an experiential em phasis. The Excel Race is an Id itarod  
qualifier tha t m ushers can com plete to qualify for the Id itarod  pre-race review  
criteria. D oug runs the race him self m ostly  as a gu ide and  m entor to those w ho 
w ish to learn from  his experience on  the trail, and  to get pointers about strategy 
and  dog  care. D oug also stated  tha t he w ou ld  like to see dog m ushers try ing to 
m aintain  a neutra l ecological and  environm ental im pact.
David Torgerson
D avid Torgerson is in his mid-20s and  is possibly the m ost industrious young 
m an  I have ever encountered. H e just finished bu ild ing  a second house on his
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p ro p erty  near Ellis ton, just w est of H elena, after w orking on finish w ork  inside 
the first house. H e w as, the last tim e I m et w ith  him , driv ing  around  w ith  a new  
large diesel truck for w hich he w as in the process of designing an alum inum  
giant dog  box, com plete w ith  sleeping com partm ent for hum ans as well as safety 
travel com partm ents for each of his 24 A laskan Huskies. This dog box carries a 
b u m p er sticker read ing  "VJe Be Fun!"
F un  seem s to be D ave's life m otto. H e and  his dogs travel around  the N orth  
A m erican continent in the w in ter m onths, as m uch as his busy  w ork schedule at 
a H elena E nvironm ental C onsulting  Firm  allows for. D avid is a m id-distance 
racer and  has to rem ain  m obile in o rder to find races to com pete in since 
M ontana has very  few  m id-distance race events. 'Tf it's  not fun — w e 're  not 
doing it," said Dave w hen  w e discussed the upcom ing 1996-1997 racing season, 
and  the extensive trips tha t he w as p lanning  to undertake on his own. "Investing 
in a vehicle tha t the dogs and  I can live ou t of com fortably all w inter w ill m ake it 
m uch m ore enjoyable."
D ave spends his w in ters as a com petitive dog driver w ho w ants to have fun. 
D uring  his post-racing season in early  spring  he goes snow -cam ping w ith  his 
dogs to allow  them  and  him self som e transitional tim e betw een the pum ped-up  
racing season and  the alm ost id le sum m ertim e — this is called "de-training." In 
betw een races and  w ork, he also offers com m ercial dog sledding  tours near som e 
M ontana, Idaho and  W ashington  ski resorts.
Like m any  com petitive racers he prefers the A laskan H usky, b u t he also ow ns 
three Siberian H uskies from  his form ative years of m ushing. Dave has been 
involved w ith  sled dogs since 1989 and  w as attracted  to the close relationship  
and  com m unication he could establish w ith  each dog. H e likes to be active and
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loves the w in ter ou tdoors — a perfect com bination w ith  the dogs. As an 
engineer he  w as attracted  to the idea of bu ild ing  his ow n sled dog equipm ent, 
im provising  details based  on his ow n personal experience. Dave also enjoys 
sharing  his know ledge and  getting o thers started. H e often invites other 
m ushers an d  dog team s to train  and  recreate around  his place w hich is located 
near the Race to the Sky race trail.
D ave's kennel has a very  appealing  appearance. It is quiet, clean, safe, 
efficient an d  undergo ing  constant im provem ent. Visitors are always welcome. 
H e expressed  the im portance of p resenting  oneself w hen ou t in public w ith  a 
clean truck, safe equipm ent, h ap p y  dogs and  a positive a ttitude and w illingness 
to share.
D ave said  tha t "the key to prom oting  m ushing  is m aking races a spectator 
sport w ith  spectator hands-on  involvem ent via controlled situation in troduction  
to dogs, w ith  short rides staged at race start and  finish lines, involve youth , 
schools, senior and  com m unity  groups and  capitalize on peoples' love for 
anim als."
The Com plicated Joys of R unning w ith  D ogs
For m en and w om en w ho  ru n  w ith  dogs their lives have little or no th ing  to 
do  w ith  anyth ing  tha t d o esn 't have som ething to do  w ith  dogs! As w ith  other 
anim als and , of course, children, the w ork  and  care taking is continuous. The 
day  often begins w ith  a m orning  how l at 4:00 a.m. and  ends w ith  the m idn igh t 
how l, an d  a phone call from  your neighbor.
The expenses can be enorm ous, and  they d o n 't stop  w ith  the initial price of 
the d o g .. .they, too, are continuous. A n ind iv idual sled dog has no actual
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m onetary  value, only  m arket value and  is w orth  w hatever a prospective buyer is 
w illing to pay. P opular b lood lines can p roduce lead dogs that sell for $6,000 or 
more! I am  probably  only  one of m any in the sled dog w orld  w ho doubts m y 
ow n sanity  w hen  I shell ou t a low  four-figure sum  of m oney for a dog tha t has 
the personality  I like, b u t is definitely too w anted  by others as well to fit m y 
budget. Prices on  racing sled dogs can quickly be jacked up  by  their b reeder's 
racing success.
Breeding your ow n stock costs an im m ense am oun t of tim e and m oney from  
b irth  to adulthood . P uppies eat twice that of adults, they need  all their 
inoculations, m edicines, they go th rough  collars, toys, you nam e it! You have to 
be w illing to invest tim e and  energy in caring for and  train ing  p ups and  young 
adults. For b ig  nam e kennels, b reed ing  can be a source of income. But for 
anyone else, the p ressu re  of having  to find good hom es for the puppies tha t you 
can 't keep ad d s to the challenges.
The thrills and  p leasures of runn ing  w ith  dogs are offset by  the risks and 
dangers. To som e, the dangers ad d  to the thrills. Of course, the thrill is the fear 
tu rned  u p sid e  dow n by  success. Like people, dogs have personalities; they also 
have m oods and distractions and  failures of judgm ent. W hen you go ou t w ith  a 
team , you  never know  how  the ru n  w ill tu rn  out. All m ushers m ust pass 
th rough  a stage, m any  stages, of incom petence. The sim ple incom petence of not 
know ing  how  to steer the sled aro u n d  trees, roots and  boulders or get the team  to 
take a sm ooth tu rn  w ith o u t slam m ing in to  things or du m p in g  the sled, evolves 
in to  the dynam ic incom petence of n o t being able to keep one's balance th rough  a 
curve, and  la ter in to  the exquisite incom petence of in terfering w ith  subtly  w rong  
w eigh t shifts or a foot too h a rd  on the brake or confusing or inconsistent
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com m ands. Incom petence is a tragic m ode of all anim al train ing w hich m ust 
inevitably  en d  in the disaster tha t everyone, including the dog driver, is 
expecting from  the beginning.
There is m uch  th a t can go w rong  w ith  a dog team  ou t on the trail. A m istake 
m ade on the trail in the w in ter can be devastating  even if you are o u t on your 
ow n, w ith o u t dogs. W ith dogs ad d ed  into the equation, the risks can be 
exaggerated by  the speed, pow er and  lack of control by w hich you enter a 
situation. For a m usher, loosing a dog team  is the w orst possible scenario. A dog 
d river's  axiom  is tha t poor perform ance is always the d river's  fault. The 
legendary  A laskan sp rin t m usher, G eorge A ttla, once said: "The dog never 
m akes a m istake. H e is just a dog and  he does w hat he does because he is a dog, 
and  thinks Hke a dog. It is you tha t m akes the m istake because you haven 't 
tra ined  him  to do w h at you w an t h im  to do, physically or m entally. So if a 
m istake is m ade by the team , it is you that has m ade it, no t the dog."
The sim ple pleasures com e in the little things shared  by the dog ow ner and 
the dog — a clean sled dog sm ells of straw  from  its dog house, the earthy  smell 
of a dog 's  paw , the p u p p y  breath , sw eet and  oaty, the w arm th  and  silkiness of a 
dog 's ear tha t pricks tow ard  m e w hen  I m ove about in their presence, their eyes 
w iden  as I com e tow ard  them , and  spring ing  on their strong legs they jum p for 
m e w hen  I near them . These things are irreplaceable. M y dog team  — myself.
So m uch  are they a p a rt of m e tha t there is no real separation betw een us.
M y sim plest p leasure is just w atching them  as they interact and  play, or relax 
in a sunbeam  together, after perform ing as a h ard  w orking, dedicated  un it 
com m itted to the flu id  act of m otion  over snow . M ovem ent, travel, tha t's  w hat 
w e do  together. W e explore and  go places neither of us w ou ld  ever see if w e
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w ere alone. The energy  of their tro t transfers th rough  the lines, and  I am  allow ed 
to becom e p a r t of the rhy thm  th a t becom es p a rt of m y ow n pulse.
The in trinsic values are im m easurable. There is a connectedness w ith in  this 
activity of dog d riv ing  tha t is difficult to express. It has to do w ith  the in terplay 
betw een  hum an , dogs and  the land  that w e come into. Even during  com petitive 
events the connectedness is there. Beyond all the w ork, the expenses, the 
p reparations an d  the race hype, p u m p ed  u p  com petition and  sophisticated 
strategy, beyond the adrenaline ru sh  there lies a resource in your ow n ability to 
exist an d  to lead, to teach and  to train  these dogs to your ow n level of dream s 
and  goals. It has to do  w ith  trust, respect and  connectedness. That is the true 
resource tha t you can tap  into, to m ake available the richness of these qualities.
M any friends w ho  com e and  visit ask m e after they realize how  consum ing 
m y com m itm ent to the dogs is of m y time, attention and  econom y, “Y ou,.. .you 
do this for fun, right?" W hen I th ink  of w hat I w ould  do  w ith  m y tim e if I ever 
lost m y dogs, it all seem s like m ake-w ork, pointless sublim ation, airless 
abstraction. This is the one th ing  in  life I cannot keep m yself from  doing.
For this paper, I w an ted  to explore how  other sled dog ow ners express the 
relationship  they have w ith  their dogs.
From  their experiences each m usher has arrived  at particu lar perspective of 
w h at is involved w ith  being a sled dog ow ner, each has specific ideas of w hat 
they consider un ique about their activity, and  w h at they see as the m ost pressing 
social and  environm ental issues.
Below I have com piled som e of the inform ation  extracted from  m ushers ' 
responses to the questionnaires I d istribu ted  to explore the m ushers ' perspectives 
on som e of these issues. I have listed the questions follow ed by  the m ushers '
82
responses. I have varied  the presentation  of the responses and  no t included 
every  single answ er from  every m usher in  this section, as I have incorporated 
their answ ers into different sections of the paper. To view  the com plete m usher 
questionnaire , see A ppendix  E.
Give me winter, give me dogs, and you can keep the rest.
— K nud Rasm ussen
A lthough  this quote by the D anish pioneering  explorer K nud Rasm ussen w ho 
in 1923-1924 crossed the Arctic w ith  sled dogs (Irw ing, 1974) is w hat it is all 
about to be a dog m usher, for m ost sled dog ow ners today running  w ith  dogs is 
m uch m ore involved than  that.
Surely m ushers need  the w in ter and  w an t the dogs, b u t m ost also need  "the 
rest." This chapter portrays how  passion can cross the line into a som etim es 
controversial and  not-so-respectable and  rarely feasible obsession w hich 
constitutes the com plicated joys of sled dog ow nership.
•  Describe w h a t sled  dog husbandry is like on a da ily  basis.
Jack and  Laurie Beckstrom  expressed tha t just the basics of p rov id ing  shelter 
and  food is a long, never end ing  process that, w hen  p u t all together, takes several 
hours per day. Laurie pu ts it this way: "You start by  cleaning up  poop; you 
w ater the dogs; you train  and  condition them ; you snack the team  dogs and  re­
w ater after a train ing run; you  feed pupp ies several tim es a day, and  you  clean 
up  poop; feed everybody. C lean up  again, alw ays cleaning. Check over 
everybody visually , and  m any physically. Look for stiff joints and  m uscles, other 
injuries; feel for overall w eight, condition an d  health. O nce a m onth , or m ore
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often, cut toe nails and  clean teeth. Brush dogs and  check for bug  bites or frost 
bite, d ep en d in g  on the season" (Beckstrom, L., 1995). Jack added  that checking 
all the structures, the chains, dog houses and platform s that som etim es are used 
for dogs to keep them  high  and  dry, or to keep som e dogs from  eating rocks, also 
takes considerable tim e an d  effort. "W e stress a clean and  safe environm ent.
They have to be p rov ided  w ith  a place w here they are and feel safe, for 70 dogs 
this can take a little tim e" (Beckstrom, J., 1995).
Bill G allea ad d ed  to his list of necessary daily  routines that "constantly 
observ ing  dog  behavior and  sim ple petting  and spending  tim e w ith  each dog to 
socialize them  m ust be taken into account w hen  balancing your tim e betw een 
kennel w ork  and  o ther life chores" (Gallea, 1995).
A m i Gjestson concluded that "Because I have a sm all sled dog kennel, all m y 
dogs are m y com pan ions.. .or m aybe because all m y dogs are m y com panions, I 
have a sm all kennel? E ither w ay, m y dogs are all loose in a large pen  w here they 
hang  out, sleep and  p lay  w ith  each o ther and  w ith  the "them e park" logs, 
boulders, ladders and  p latform s I have p rov ided  for them  in their pen. They all 
com e in the house for personal attention  and  m aybe to sleep at night. M y 
responsibilities to the dogs are to m eet their nu tritional needs, prov ide a clean, 
safe, and  stim ulating  environm ent (poop patro l and  fresh dog house straw , w hen 
needed); vary  their activities to reduce stagnation  and  increase their adaptability  
to new  situations (walks, runs, trips in the truck to ow n, visit o ther anim als, etc.). 
I also consistently dem and  that they adhere to the rules it takes for m e to live 
w ith  them  (keep quiet, no  fighting, stay ou t of the kitchen, d o n 't chew  the cat, 
etc.). A lthough  m y tim es at hom e revolves a ro u n d  m y dogs, it actually feels like
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second n a tu re  and  the care taking of these lives gives m e greatest joy .. .as well as 
a few  frustra tions to keep  things in teresting" (Gjestson, 1995).
D ave Torgerson stressed that routines will help  keep things efficient and  
ru n n in g  sm ooth. "The basis of the bond  w ith  each dog is spending tim e w ith  
them . A lert attention  to detail in regard  to dogs' behavior and  physical 
conditions is instrum ental" (Torgerson, 1995).
For b ig  kennels such as Sw ingleys', Beckstroms' and  others, w here an 
ex tended  fam ily is no t involved in  the sled dog  operation, it is com m on that a 
hand ler is hired. H and lers are com m only very  dedicated to the care of the dogs, 
and  often becom e hand lers to get the experience of w orking w ith  sled dogs.
Some com petitive m ushers w ith  larger kennels are able to pay  their handlers, 
others often have som e type of a room  and  board  agreem ent. (My next study 
project w ill definitely focus on the life of the handlers!)
•  W h a t is your average annual expense per dog? Do you have any sponsors?
Terry A dkins sim ply said "too m uch!" (Adkins, 1995). H ow ever, com petitive 
m ushers very  often have dog  food sponsors as well as o ther types of 
sponsorships. They have to w ork  very  h ard  at getting sponsors, and  if you do 
get a sponsor, you m ust perform  w ell in o rder to keep their support.
The average annual expense p er dog in m ost kennels w as com m only betw een 
$300 an d  $500; expenses are highly  variable as it depends on veterinary  
expenses, equ ipm ent and  feed availability, etc. M ost m ushers feed their dogs a 
h igh  quality  com m ercial d ry  dog food. There are several dog food com panies 
that p roduce  quality  feed especially designed for h igh  perform ance w ork  dogs. 
You w ill n o t find  m any serious m ushers w ho  b uy  grocery store b rand  dog food;
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it is sim ply  n o t a good quality  feed. M ost buy  a large quantity  of feed an d  thus, 
u sua lly  m anage to receive discounts. In addition  to the d ry  food w ith  a high 
biological value, com petitive m ushers as well as breeders will often feed a 
sup p lem en t consisting of beef, chicken, liver, fish or d ried  eggs, and  som e fat 
source like la rd  or vegetable oils. F inding a source of high quality  m eat can be 
difficult as sled dog ow ners try  to keep costs dow n as w ell as quality  up. There 
are com panies tha t specialize in packaging 50-pound blocks of frozen beef or 
ch icken /beef mixes, tha t can be purchased  th rough  local distributors.
'TvTew studies at H arvard  and  Cornell universities have show n tha t a high-fat 
d iet significantly increases the num ber of m itochondria — w hich use oxygen to 
p roduce adenosine triphosphate (ATP), w hich in tu rn  fuels the m uscle cells of 
physically trained  dogs" (Reynolds, 1995). Dogs racing in an u ltra-m arathon 
like the Id itarod  b u rn  betw een 8,000 and  11,000 calories per day  depending  on 
environm ental and  physical factors. Of these, 65% norm ally  come from  som e 
type of fat, m ostly anim al fats are used , w hich they m etabolize quickly into 
energy.
Elite m ushers like D oug Swingley are often involved in developing better 
feed for their dogs. D oug w as previously  a m ink farm er and  has a substantial 
background  in nutrition , perform ance and  breeding. H e, as well as o ther serious 
m ushers, stay  on top  of recent studies to constantly  be on the cutting edge of 
nu tritional know ledge. D oug said for this season 's feeding protocol "w e 're  going 
to feed p u re  m eat p roducts that are canned to avoid  any com plications of raw  
m eat or have to hassle w ith  cooking large quantities, in com bination w ith  ou r 
chicken and  rice based  d ry  feed" (Swingley, 1996). I called and  checked in  w ith  
Sw ingley 's new  hand lers to m ake sure they w ere p rov ided  w ith  an  electric can
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opener, w hich  they w ere. "W e d u m p  the canned food ou t on  a table, quarter it in 
sections, an d  then freeze it. It m akes for g reat high w ater content, h igh  quality  
trail snacks" (Swingley, 1996).
•  W hat, i f  any, are your dreams and aspirations fo r  your canine activ ity?
M any of the com petitive m ushers stated  that w inning races w as a dream , b u t 
m ore so, being  able to keep doing  w hat they are doing w as m ore im portant. 
Laurie Beckstrom  said  "I 'd  like to w in  a few  of the long distance races, in  fact. I 'd  
like to have a team  that could and  d id  w in  m id-distance as well as long distance 
races" (Beckstrom, L., 1995). Bill G allea w an ted  to be able to ru n  his new ly 
developed  tour business into a break-even status financially. H e also w an ted  to 
do w ell in his first ever Id itarod  of 1996, w hich he d id  indeed. H e also has a 
dream  of going in  w ith  dog  team s to Secret Lake #1 in the B oundary W aters in 
M innesota in  the m on th  of February. "I also w an t to carry o u t m ushing  
expeditions in the farther N orth" (Gallea, 1995).
A m i Gjestson said  tha t if she could live in an area w here she can expand  her 
kennel, w ith  m ore dogs an d  bigger play  pens "and  be able to go on longer trips 
on am ple snow  leaving directly from  m y back y a rd .. .w hat m ore could a person 
need?" (Gjestson, 1995).
Jim O rvis, being a sp rin t m usher w ith  no sp rin t races to speak of in M ontana, 
has a d ream  of runn ing  large strings of dogs in  the b ig  races in A laska, referring
é
to races such as the Fur R endezvous, an d  the open  N o rth  A m erican w here you 
w ill see dog  team s as large as 24 dogs.
M el Riley said, "I w ould  like to see everybody  w ho  claim s to ow n a sled dog 
use it suitably , know  everything possible abou t h is /h e r  b reed , derive the
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available p leasu re  from  the sport, and  be a good representative of the sport both 
at hom e and  in the public" (Riley, 1995).
D oug Sw ingley 's aspiration is "to continue to be the best distance kennel in 
the w o rld !" (Swingley, 1995).
I lum p  the follow ing questions together for better cohesiveness of the 
answ ers:
•  Do you  use public lands? H ave you ever been denied access w ith  your dogs to  
any public  lands? priva te  lands? H ave you  experienced any conflicts w ith  
other user groups? Can you  g ive examples o f  tra il cooperation between  
m ushers and other user groups?
All the responden ts indicated using public lands. M el Riley b u rst out, "A nd 
how!?! W ithout the national forest roads and  trails w e sim ply cou ldn 't have run  
a dog team  at all, dear. A nd going o u t into public lands in the w inter w as the 
po in t of the w hole th ing  — enjoying the snow  country  in w hat seem ed to be the 
best possible w ay  to do it" (Riley, 1995).
Denial of access to public lands occurred for the few  m ushers that had  
applied  for access in to  Y ellowstone N ational Park  and  Mel Riley tried to take a 
team  th rough  Yosem ite N ational Park in California once, and  w as tu rn ed  back on 
the spot. Jack and  Laurie Beckstrom po in ted  ou t tha t G lacier Park does no t w an t 
them  in  there.
Jack H ooker h ad  also been  denied  access on a com m ercial basis. Ami 
Gjestson, being an avid  skijor, constantly  has to tu rn  aw ay from  cross-country ski 
trails w here  dogs are no t allow ed.
Experiences w ith  user g roup  conflicts w ere few. Mel Riley said, "W e had  
trouble w ith  cross-country skiers, or d id  they have m ore trouble w ith  us?
P O O P .. it ru ins the finish on skis and  acts as a su d d en  brake if you ru n  it over.
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N o  so lu tion  for tha t unless you avoid it'^ (Riley, 1995). Laurie Beckstrom 
suggested  th a t m ushers give early notice of approaching team s w hen  they 
encoun ter a skier. "Call ou t 'Team  Com ing' and give the skier p lenty  of tim e and 
room  to react and  p repare  for safe passing, especially if they have a dog. Be 
aw are —  pass slowly. It is not h ard  to be courteous to one another" (Beckstrom, 
L., 1995).
M ost m ushers expressed a good relationship  w ith  snow m obilers. M any had  
joined their local sno-cat clubs to keep them  inform ed of shared trail use and to 
contribute to trail m aintenance. D uring  races, local snow m obile club m em bers 
are irreplaceable on the trail crew. Jack Beckstrom had  had  a few hairy  situations 
w ith  snow m obiles. "Occasionally a snow m obiler w ill gripe about us m oving so 
slow  —  usually  w hen  they are going too fast into a corner w ith  low  visibility. I 
have nearly  collided w ith  them " (Beckstrom, J., 1995). H ow ever, Jack also 
stressed the im portance of snow m obilers w ith  references to them  keeping trails 
and  roads open  an d  packed for m ushers to ru n  on. Terry A dkins said that m ost 
M ontana snow m obilers are very  nice and  considerate; "the problem  is they go 
very  fast an d  they d o n 't hear a thing" (Adkins, 1995).
Jim O rvis po in ted  o u t tha t loose dogs can be a big problem . "I have been 
w ith  o ther m ushers w hose team s have attacked a loose dog tha t runs in to  the 
team " (Orvis, 1995). Jim O rvis and  Jack Beckstrom w ere the only m ushers to 
indicate tha t they h ad  ever been  denied  access to p rivate  lands. M ost said that 
they w ere usually  m ore than  w elcom e to cross their neighbors' land  w ith  their 
dogs.
Laurie Beckstrom and  Ami Gjestson both  stressed tha t dog ow ners should  
w ar o range and  also m ark  their dogs du rin g  hu n tin g  season. "I stood and
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looked at m y young  redd ish-brow n dog one day  and  realized how  m uch he 
really  looked like a deer" (Gjestson, 1996). Since then Ami has m ade orange 
vests for her dogs.
•  W h a t type  o f  environm enta l im pact can he caused by sled dog activities?
W h a t can be done to  preven t it?
D uring  m ost races, m ushers (in reality their handlers) face very strict 
requirem ents to clean u p  around  the dog truck and  the resting and feeding area 
after their dog  team  has left. If this ru le is not follow ed, severe penalties can 
resu lt in  either fees or, w orse yet, tim e deductions from  the team 's runn ing  time.
"I hate  to see som eone leave a m ess of m anure  and straw  w here they have 
hooked u p  their dog  team s. I believe each person should  clean up  after 
them selves" (A dkins, 1995). Bill Gallea b rough t up  the possibility of dog-coyote 
cross or dog-w olf hybrid ization  if sled dogs get loose, or if m ushers d o n 't 
p rov ide perim eter fences a ro u n d  their dog yards. H e also felt that there could be 
substantial problem s w ith  trail erosion in  sensitive areas if m any m ushers trained 
dogs on  the sam e trails in the sum m er or fall. H e d id n 't feel this w as a problem  
in M ontana b u t had  heard  of trails in A laska closing for this reason. H e d id  hope 
that M ontana m ushers w ou ld  take p reventive m easures and  plan  their routes 
and  actions to m inim ize such im pacts.
Am i said  "Of course there is the noise pollu tion of an excited team  during  
hook-up. This can be m inim ized by an efficient hook up  an d  start. Defecation is 
another problem . W hile it can be im practical to stop every tim e a dog poops, a 
m usher or com m unity  of m ushers can clean up  and  m ain tain  often used  trails. I 
alw ays carry poop  bags w ith  m e or a little trow el."
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C ausing  w ildlife to flee can be considered another environm ental impact. 
"S taying on  a designated  trail system  w ould  contain that type of im pact to only 
certain  areas" (Gjestson, 1995). Jim O rvis, on the o ther hand , believed that "M ost 
negative th ings are perceived by people w hen  in reality it doesn 't happen.
People m ay  th ink dogs w ould  scare aw ay w ildlife w hen, in fact, w ildlife adapts 
to the dogs. W e have deer tha t com e w ith in  a few  feet of our ow n dog yard" 
(Orvis, 1995). M el Riley b rough t u p  that dogs tha t are tied u p  in an area for a 
long period  of tim e m ay have an im pact by  digging, u rinating  and chewing. 
"T hat's easy  to prevent, d o n 't tie dogs o u t in sensitive areas, or for too long. Let 
them  get tired  before resting  them  for a long tim e" (Riley, 1995). She also 
confirm ed tha t any dog tha t runs loose can get into trouble, and  that keeping the 
dogs secure w ou ld  solve that. L inda Stehlik, w ho often cam ps w ith  her dogs, 
said tha t m ushers could  train  their dogs to be well behaved  and  quiet w hen  in 
areas w here  o thers are, and  just for peace and  quiet.
D ave Torgerson w ho has m ushed  past bison near Yellowstone as well as 
m oose and  elk in the w in ter stated  that "Im pact on w ildlife is a societal concern 
as w ell as an environm ental, w ith  o ther h u m an  uses w ith  significantly higher 
im pacts. Keep dogs restrained  to ganglines and  leashing. Dog team s on the 
m ove can often sneak u p  on deer, elk and  m oose quietly  and  give the w ildlife 
p len ty  of tim e to be on  their w ay. L ittering is an ind iv idual impact. M ushers 
should  pick u p  booties and  keep trailheads clean" (Torgerson, 1995).
•  W h a t typ e  o f p o s itive  ecological significance can you  associate w ith  sled dog
activities?
"M ushing enables one to quietly  view  n a tu re  and  becom e a p a rt of the trail 
an d  the environm ent" (Adkins, 1995). "M ushing is a very  low  im pact w ay  to
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enjoy this w inter, there are peripheral concerns, b u t v irtually  no negative 
influences" (Beckstrom, J., 1995). "C om pared w ith  exhaust and  noise producing  
m achines, w e rate p re tty  fair. Less air pollu tion and w e are generally a quiet user 
g roup , at least w hile runn ing" (Gallea, 1995). "Sled dogs are low  consum ption 
lan d  users, no  grazing, no fossil fuel pow ered  m ode of transportation. Also, the 
dogs are kep t u n d er control, w here free roam ing dogs are m ore inclined to chase 
w ildlife" (Gjestson, 1995). "I really d o n 't feel that m ushing has any effect, good 
or bad , on the ecology of an  area. There are actions that can be detrim ental, and 
there are activities that can be m ore positive than  others" (Riley, 1995).
A gain, I lum p the follow ing questions together for increased flow of the 
responses.
•  H ave you  experienced any social conflicts relating to  mushing? W h a t do you  
th in k  is the m o s t com m only m isunderstood aspect o f  m ushing  to  the public? 
W h a t m ould  you like to  convey to  non-mushers? Can you give exam ples o f  
p o sitive  social significance relating to  mushing?
The m ost com m on response rela ted  to people w ho think tha t sled dogs are 
forced to participate. M any m ushers answ ered  that if you try to m ake a dog run  
w ho isn 't w illing, they will lay dow n  on you and  no t take you anyw here. "That's 
w hy  I give a lo t of young dogs aw ay to kids, som e just d o n 't have it in  them  to do 
this" (Swingley, 1995).
"The occasional person  tells m e how  b ad  it is to 'm ake' the dogs w ork. I try 
to explain  that the dogs w an t to run , just as a herd ing  dog w ants to herd. I 
usually  invite the ind iv idual to com e w atch  us hook up ." "I w ish  for people to 
be able to look at the dogs, and  see tha t they enjoy runn ing  and  live to pull.
.. .The m ost positive thing overall, is tha t y ou  m eet the nicest people involved 
w ith  dogs" (A dkins, 1995). "I 'd  like to convey to non-m ushers that for thousands
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of years sled dogs have been bred  to pull. It's their instinct, it's  w hat they do" 
(A rm strong, 1995).
"A nim al activists can create conflicts for us. W e counteract this w ith  
education. The m ore they know  the tru th  about ou r sport, the less problem  they 
see w ith  it. You can 't m ake dogs pu ll against their will, and  you can 't m ake 
people u n d erstan d  tha t against their will. M ushing is a m utually  beneficial 
relationship , bo th  m usher and  dogs participate because they w an t to. .. .The sport 
is actually  a very positive m agnet. People love to see the dogs w ork  together.
W e are a type of en tertainm ent for non-m ushers. A nd people can learn a lot 
from  observing  the dogs w ork" (Beckstrom, J., 1995).
Bill G allea and  his fam ily have experienced problem s w ith  their neighbors 
w ho are d istu rbed  by  the noise from  their kennel. "Some of ou r neighbors are 
anti-m ushing and  have lodged  a form al com plaint against us w ith  the M issoula 
C ounty A ttorney regard ing  bark ing  and  decreasing p roperty  values. W e try to 
organize ou r activities to m inim ize d isrup tion  to neighbors' rest and  relaxation. 
M ost people seem  extrem ely fascinated by  ou r activity. W hen they take a ride or 
visit the kennel it seem s to delight people, and  they u n d erstan d  our passion.
.. People seem  to u n d erstan d  after they see it, that w e m erely channel a strong 
natu ra l instinct to run , and  tha t in fact, it is inhum ane not to ru n  these breeds, to 
lock them  u p  in an apartm en t"  (Gallea, 1995).
Am i Gjestson trains her dogs to be quiet, b u t has little control, she said, w hen  
neighboring  dogs ru n  loose u p  to her kennel, coyotes how l and  o ther dogs bark. 
"I live in  a ru ra l developm ent w ith  constantly  changing covenants, and  a 
governing  b oard  of directors. The developm ent is located in a com m unity  that 
has som e anti-m ushing  sentim ents b ro u g h t on by  poorly  m anaged  dogs, not just
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sled dog  kennels. O ne loose or bark ing  dog can be m uch m ore d istu rb ing  than 
m y four satisfied sled dogs kenneled up  after a long day  of runn ing  w ith  m e in 
the w oods." " I 'd  like for people to understand  that m ushing  comes in  several 
categories, an d  tha t they should  take a look a t their ow n activities w ith  their 
dogs, are they active, h ap p y  an d  healthy? I also think that the H um ane Society, 
especially, has generalized all m ushers as Id itarod com petitors w ho are cruel to 
their dogs. W hen I tell people tha t I ru n  sled dogs, even if they d o n 't judge m e as 
cruel, they ask m e if I p lan  to be in 'tha t race.' They have no concept of m ushing 
as a recreational activity and  just a lifestyle. Once people have a face (and the 
ethics beh ind  that face) to associate w ith  m ushing, they are m ore ap t to 
u n d erstan d  an d  su p p o rt the sport" (Gjestson, 1995).
"O ne of the m ost com m only m isunderstood  aspects is that dogs on  chains 
and living ou tside are unhappy . But, dogs on chains w o n 't get h u rt from  dog 
fights, d o n 't d ig  o u t and  get in trouble, have their ow n personal space (which is 
im portan t to them  psychologically), and  as sled dogs, they are very active w hen 
not hooked  up , and  need  the confinem ent for rest and  recuperation. People 
th ink  w e force the dogs to do  this, m ainly because w hen  the dogs finish a race, 
they look tired, w et, skinny and  blasé. I alw ays ask people to look at hum an  
m arathon  runners (w ho also do  it because they w an t to) and  ask them  if they 
w ou ld  w elcom e an  invitation  to a party  righ t aw ay, or s tru t dow n the trail for the 
press photo. I 'd  like to convey that the sled dog, p roperly  cared for (as all 
anim als and  children shou ld  be), can take you places and  do good for your body, 
m ind  and  soul, just as a w onderfu l retriever or herd ing  dog does for his ow ner, 
or the perfect obedience poodle can do  for his, or any  good dog does in its field 
for its lucky ow ner. W e all use ou r dogs for som ething, w hether it's  com pany or
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w ork. M ost people d o n 't let their pets be active, an d  leave them  alone for m ost 
of the day. Sled dogs have an  opportun ity  to relate to o ther dogs, have a 
responsibility , are allow ed to live outside, they have a job, and  they are fed better 
than  any  p e t dog I have ever m et" (Riley, 1995).
D oug Sw ingley w ould  like to convey that "These dogs are professional 
athletes an d  they exist because of this sport. They are the best cared for canines 
in  the w orld . They love w h at they  do, and  so do w e" (Swingley, 1995). Dave 
T orgerson said  that he has seen m any  diverse positive uses of sled dogs 
involving children, people w ith  disabilities and  em otionally d istu rbed  persons 
w ho can get enjoym ent ou t of sled dog activities.
•  W h a t do you  feel is the m o s t pressing problem s zvith sled dog activities?
"Poor quality  m ushers resulting  in poor public im age w hich fuels radical 
anim al rights g roups" (Torgerson, 1995).
"M aintaining enough  prom otional fund ing  to allow  people to do  this. Like 
all sports, this sports fills a niche socially. Look at the m oney going into the big 
national sports like basketball, football an d  baseball" (Swingley, 1995).
"W e have to police ourselves, ou r fellow  m ushers and  set guidelines for dog 
care. Those of us w ho  are responsible dog ow ners m ust help others. W e should  
have zero tolerance of irresponsible m ushers. There are unfit m ushers as there 
are un fit paren ts" (Stehlik, 1995).
"The extrem e anim al righ ts people are a terrible problem : They d o n 't seem  to 
u n d erstan d  anyth ing  abou t the needs and  desires of ANY anim al, o r the benefits 
hum ans derive on a natu ra l level from  associating w ith  anim als in a useful and  
enjoyable w ay. I feel they  should  take a look a t them selves an d  the 'average pet
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o w ners ' w ho  often do  abuse anim als by ignorance. Dogs locked up  all day, no 
stim ulation , no  in te rac tion ...tha t's  the biggest th reat to m ushing!" (Riley, 1995).
"Poorly m anaged  kennels, the lethal unnecessary culling of dogs in som e 
kennels, and  public ignorance are all big problem s. There is no need to p u t dow n 
dogs even if they are unfit for sled dog activities. M ost b reeding  sled dog 
kennels w ill spay  or neu ter and  give u p  dogs that they d o n 't w ant, bu t there are 
those th a t p u t dogs dow n. Just like any other dog ow ners w ho are irresponsible 
about m anaging  their dogs, m ushers need to control their b reeding program s 
and  lim it u n w an ted  pregnancies" (Gjestson, 1995).
"D isinform ation from  anim al activists isn 't the only b ig problem , poor 
behavior of som e m ushers will h u rt the reputation  of all m ushers. Then there are 
those m ushers w ho let the extent of their involvem ent exceed w hat they have the 
tim e or resources to m anage for" (Gallea, 1995).
"W hen you  w alk  dow n the street as a m usher, you represen t all sled dog 
ow ners. There is a lack of un ity  betw een m ushers. I feel tha t belonging to an 
organization  tha t prom otes positive and  responsible behavior is a m ust. I feel 
ISDRA is the um brella for all sled dog sports" (Adkins, 1995).
•  W h a t are som e o f  the jo ys , pleasures and thrills o f  running dogs?
"The lifestyle!! I can 't live w ith o u t this, the friendships w ith  the other 
m ushers, runn ing  w ith  the team  anyw here, anytim e" (Torgerson, 1995).
"The dogs, the dogs, the dogs are the joys, the thrills and  the pleasures. The 
freedom , the trail, the dogs" (Swingley, 1995).
"First, dog ow nership  is no t a chore b u t a pleasure. H aving a w orking  group 
of anim als tha t are so h ap p y  and  w illing and  can be so close to you an d  relate to
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you  on  such a personal level, m ore so than horses. To be able to take in  the 
scenery in  a quiet m anner" (Stehlik, 1995).
"D efinitely outw eighs the dangers. The freedom , quietness, and the pleasure 
of w ork ing  w ith  anim als" (Hooker, 1995).
"M y favorite p a rt of runn ing  dogs, the part tha t really hits m y soul, is w hen 
the dogs are in rhy thm  — just going dow n the trail, the silent com m union. The 
w orld  is still and  I can w atch the dogs w ork, listen to them  panting, and  see them  
give each o ther encouraging  licks in the face. I can think about anything I w ant, 
b u t it is alw ays about how  lucky I am, the good things I have in m y life and  m y 
dream s of even better days shared  like this. The spirit, strength, and  athleticism  
of m y com panions give m e confidence that I can carry over to other parts of m y 
life" (Gjestson, 1995).
"Traveling to places I w ou ld  have never gone w ithou t the dogs. M eeting 
som e very  special people w ho love w hat you love, and  w ho becom e friends. The 
thrill of seeing a m oose fam ily on a n igh t that there w as a full m oon. The 
quietness once w e get going. The challenge of seeing a p u p  born  and  then there 
she is in the team , crossing the finish line" (Beckstrom, J., 1995).
•  W h a t are som e o f  the risks and dangers?
"Financial collapse" (Torgerson, 1995).
"The dogs are very  strong  and  on som e trails they can get ou t of h an d  and  if 
you crash it can really h u rt you. You have to partic ipate w ith  the dogs, be agile 
and  th ink  ahead. You m ust m ain ta in  you r physical ability to react. I have a 
certain d isregard  for m y personal safety, b u t you m u st alw ays look ou t for the 
dogs, you  depend  on  them  w hen  y o u 're  ou t there" (Swingley, 1995).
97
T h e r e  are m any dangers and  risks. M ushing is a rigorous sport. A team  has 
a lo t of pow er, runn ing  m ostly  on voice con tro l.. .if you d o n 't have that, you 
d o n 't  have m uch" (Stehlik, 1995).
"Becom ing too deeply  addicted  to dogs is a real danger, and  I've seen it bring 
detrim en t to m any a fam ily w here n o t everyone is involved on the sam e level of 
devotion" (Riley, 1995).
"There are a lot of sled dog related injuries; back injuries from  loading dogs 
into the dog truck, ho ld ing  on to squirm ing and jum ping dogs eager to go; finger 
injuries are a very  com m on injury from  dogs tw isting around  w ith your hand  
u n d er their collar. Also, brass snaps tha t are frozen shu t contribute to frost bites. 
Dog bites if dogs get loose and  get in fights. R unning into trees, stum ps, over 
cliffs.. .it can all h ap p en  to you o u t there" (Orvis, 1995).
"Loosing your team  m ust be the w orst n ightm are of any m usher" (Hooker, 
1995).
"The dogs can be in jured  by over-doing it or poor conditions. There are also 
avalanches, frostbite, hypotherm ia, ice overflow , getting in  a wreck, losing the 
team , dog fights, m oose encounters, people tha t d o n 't like dogs, people tha t like 
dogs too m uch, all k inds of risks involved w ith  this lifestyle" (Gjestson, 1995).
"G etting in a storm , or getting  lost and  no t being p repared . Losing your 
team , find ing  them  h u rt or dead" (Beckstrom, L., 1995).
"You need  to be p re tty  self-sufficient. Y ou're often far aw ay from  everything. 
You have got to know  h ow  to care for yourself and  your dogs if som eone gets 
injured. A lw ays have to be p rep ared  for anything" (Beckstrom, J., 1995).
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•  W h a t does the hum an/canine relationship m ean to  you?
"1 h av e n 't been  w ithou t a dog m ore than  a couple of m onths since 1953. A 
dog  (and a cat) are necessary nuisances that I consider part of life. I 've spen t 
m ore hou rs of m y life w ith  dogs than  I have w ith  hum ans" (Riley, 1995).
"H ard  to explain on paper. Total trust, loyalty and  dependency both  w ays" 
(Torgerson, 1995).
"Life w ithou t dogs —  no way!" (Stehlik, 1995).
"There is so m uch  b o n d in g ..." (Hooker, 1995).
"It's h a rd  to resist unconditional love. In re tu rn  for tha t love I have 
com m itted to m y dogs for their en tire lives. I 'm  also learning that a w orking 
relationship  heightens the interaction and  cohesiveness betw een m e and  m y 
dogs, and  betw een the dogs as a group. I learn  from  them , learn about m yself 
from  them , and  from  how  I face different situations tha t they p u t m e in. I look to 
them  for m eaning and  p u rp o se  in m y life. They look to m e for sustenance, 
shelter, d irection and  m aybe even p u rp o se  in their lives. I w an t there to always 
be a m utual tru st betw een  m e and  m y dogs, and  I w ork  to m aintain  that trust" 
(Gjestson, 1995).
"Dogs are for m e a source of inspiration; a m odel for honesty  and  h ard  work; 
a focus for m y energy tha t keeps m e active, hardw ork ing  and  outdoors. It 
p rovides m e w ith  an  oppo rtu n ity  to n u rtu re  lim itless" (Gallea, 1995).
"It really becom es a m u tua l bond  of respect and  love" (A rm strong, 1995).
"The relationship  m eans very, very  m uch. I th ink  it's like any h um an  
relationship. Trust, respect, consistency and  confidence. They look to us for
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every th ing , from  love to food. A dog  will run  from  you ou t of fear, b u t a dog 
tha t ru n s for you  o u t of love will last m uch longer" (Beckstrom, L., 1995).
''T here is no  d o u b t m utual tru st and  respect. They rely on us for food, shelter, 
health  an d  com panionship. W e get incredible loyalty, w illingness to please and 
com panionsh ip  in  re tu rn" (Beckstrom, J., 1995).
"I enjoy dogs. I enjoy m ost people. There are som e dogs that I enjoy m ore 
than  som e people" (Adkins, 1995).
•  Hozv do you  m on ito r the sa tisfac tion  o f  your dogs (i.e., hozu do you knozv i f
they  like ivh a t they  do?
"You can tell by  the w ay they react to the harness, and there are those that 
d o n 't like it — they d o n 't m ake the team. You see how  they w ag  their tail or the 
w ay  they look at you. You can tell by the w ay they  com e to you or d o n 't come to 
you. These things are im portan t to look for if y ou 're  buying  a new  dog" (Adkins, 
1995).
"A nyone w ho know s dogs know s im m ediately  if the dog is happy" 
(Beckstrom, J., 1995).
"You can see it in  their actions an d  dem eanor. Do they look at you w ith  
h appy  eyes an d  tail w agging, or w ith  a d roopy  head  and  shyness. It's obvious 
the difference betw een the tw o" (Beckstrom, L., 1995).
"W atch any team  lounging  in  harness to get going, and  listen to the cries of 
those no t going for the ru n "  (A rm strong, 1995).
"A nim als speak loud ly  th rough  their actions. M y dogs are alw ays h ap p y  to 
see m e com e out. Their tails w ag, greeting sounds. If I b ring  ou t m ush ing  gear 
or dog packs, they becom e very excited, h ap p y  and  anxious to go, just like a 
leash gets your p e t dog going" (Stehlik, 1995).
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'Their excitem ent level is incredible to watch. I have a little female w ho will 
so u n d  like 30 dogs all by herself if I as m uch as pick u p  a harness w ith in  her 
eyesight!" (Gjestson, 1995).
"I d o n 't  th ink  there is any question that they like w hat they do. If they d id n 't 
they w o u ld n 't com pete a t our level. I have som e dogs that are highly 
com petitive and  som e that are not. After years of racing som e dogs loose their 
com petitive edge. I retire  these dogs to a touring  business or recreational 
m usher. But if you  d o n 't allow  them  to keep running , they get depressed" 
(Swingley, 1995).
"If you  p u t a harness on one dog, all hell breaks ou t am ong the others. W hen 
you are going w ith  only som e, all the rest try  to break their chains or tear dow n 
the fences. H ap p y  and  confident dogs flop ou t all day  in the sun or shade and 
obviously feel no threats around  them . I'll be h appy  to show  you a video tape of 
our dogs if you  have any doubts about w hether they like w hat they do. That 
includes pu lling  in  harness, looking for b irds or squirrels, going for rides in the 
truck, hiking, gathering  cattle, sw im m ing, eating, going to bed  after an  active 
day, etc., e tc .,.. .1 can easily show  you if you  have any doubts about this" (Riley, 
1995).
•  W h a t are som e o f  the p o sitive  or negative a ttribu tes o f  m ushing in M ontana?
Do you  have any  experience zoith any other sta te?  Hozv does i t  differ?
"M ontana is excellent, very  supportive  public. W ashington and  O regon 
struggle w ith  m ultip le use im pacts. Idaho has good public support for m ushing" 
(Torgerson, 1995).
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"In M ontana w e have m ore freedom s to use public land, and  less 
confrontation  w ith  o ther user groups than say M innesota or M ichigan. W e are 
very  fo rtuna te  there. I 'm  no t leaving M ontana" (Swingley, 1995).
"In M innesota, there are m ore conflicts w ith  o ther user groups, especially 
snow m obilers. In A laska, m ushing  is m ore accepted as an activity and  as a 
lifestyle" (Gallea, 1995).
"G enerally, it's  all been positive here in M ontana. In M innesota there is m uch 
m ore conflict w ith  snow m obiling. In A laska I think there are som e problem s 
w ith  the public 's im pression because there are so m any  m ushers there. M any 
that d o n 't  do a good job and  have w ay too large of a kennel. Culling, and  
unsan itary  conditions exist w ith  irresponsible unethical m ushers" (Beckstrom, J., 
1995).
"The positives and  negatives can in som e instances be the same thing. There 
a ren 't m any  m ushers in  M ontana — w e have the trails to ourselves, b u t no 
pow er th rough  num bers. W e have no rules, guidelines or m uch recognition. We 
have the sense of being able to do  w hat w e w ant, b u t w ho will police us if w e 
have b ad  sense? Some people already have an opin ion  about m ushing  through 
m edia (w hat little there is), or by  m eeting tha t one m usher they m ight come 
across. H av ing  so few  influences here in M ontana can lead  to positive or 
negative prejudices th rough  not being exposed or w holly inform ed. I 've  m ushed  
in Sun Valley, ID, w here a lot of people ski w ith  their loose pet dogs, so they 
really appreciated  seeing controlled dogs there. In A laska w here there are m any 
designated  trails for m ushers, m any  races, m edia coverage, and  m ushers to 
p rom ote  the sport, it can w ork  bo th  w ays there too, positively  or negatively. If
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w e h ad  m ore consistent snow  cover, there w o u ld n 't be a better place for those of 
us w ho  ru n  dogs, than  M ontana" (Gjestson, 1995).
The m ushers partic ipating  in this study  prov ided  insight from their personal 
perspectives, on bo th  social and  ecological issues relating to sled dogs. A t some 
level, of course, it is unrealistic to p retend  that analytical conclusions should  be 
d raw n  from  this com plexity of ind iv idual im pressions, subjective opinions and  
circum stantial inform ation. U ndoubtedly , the hum an  experiences are as com plex 
as the stories and  responses above. Yet p erhaps pervasive inform ation as such 
has a value all its ow n.
In the next section I offer som e observations based on m y interpretations of 
the responses from  the partic ipating  individuals. To provide additional context 
to m any of the issues addressed  in the questionnaires, I have com piled 
inform ation  from  several o ther sources relating to social issues and sled dogs.
S led  D og R elated  Social Issues
Human/Canine Relationships
From  hun ting  to herd ing , to pu lling  a sled, from  instilling a sense of 
responsibility  in youth , to p rov id ing  and  receiving com panionship  in adulthood , 
dog and  m ankind  have form ed a bond  w hich bridges the boundaries of species 
and  breeds. Beyond the innate  qualities of hearing  and  smell, of agility, and 
intelligence, no  o ther anim al dom esticated  by m an, none, except the dog, 
possesses such loyalty, is social by natu re , and  com m unal by instinct. N o anim al 
is su ited  so extensively to becom e a friend of m an.
O n a daily  basis w e are far rem oved from  m ost p rim al hum an  expressions 
and  behavior. O ur instincts and  senses are du lled  by  everyday  chores rem oved
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from  the  natu ra l elem ents. Even if all you do is w alk your dog in the evening in 
a city park , his or her keen senses help  aw aken your aw areness to the w orld. 
Even a tiny  taste of these prim al instincts help  us survive w ithin. The dog is an 
avenue th rough  w hich w e can reach tha t deeper level of existence.
John M uir, w ho traveled  extensively in the backcountry, becam e aw are of 
this, an d  greatly  appreciated  the ad d ed  benefits of a canine hiking com panion.
H e said  abou t his dog, Stikeen, tha t "H e enlarged m y life, for through h im  as 
th rough  a w indow  I have ever since been looking w ith  deeper sym pathy into all 
m y fellow  m ortals" (M ighetto, 1989).
To w ork , travel and  exist w ith  dogs as a team  offers a un ique perspective.
O ut in  the country  w ith  ou r sled dogs w e are often forced to reexam ine our 
a ttitudes abou t everything, including  dogs. W e are constantly challenged to 
becom e m ore open  to the language dogs use to com m unicate w ith us and 
betw een them selves. In  his book On Adam's House in Paradise, Joseph Rykw ert 
explores the fundam ental relationship  betw een hum ans and  anim als. H e states 
that the daily  contact w ith  anim als and  natu re  "guarantees hum ans a m ore 
instinctive an d  a truer view  of things" (Rykwert, 1993). In the unim posing 
com pany of m y ow n dogs, I becom e aw are of the huge benefits of their 
com panionship. The h u m an  need  for com panionship  on the one hand , and  the 
need for solitude, on the other, is a niche easily filled by  dogs. Dogs are often 
w elcom e into our m ost im m ediate space w ithou t im posing on our com fort zone. 
Dogs d o n 't take aw ay from  our sensation of solitude, on the contrary, I think 
they ad d  to  the d im ension  of so litude as I feel m ore confident to m ove further 
into the backcountry  in their com pany. They p rov ide the ad d e d  com fort of
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ano ther living being there to share w arm th , food and  observations w ith, and  they 
help  us p ay  atten tion  to our surroundings.
Perhaps this is w hy  som e people seek ou t the serious challenges, such as a 
1,000 m ile endurance sled dog race. The essential tru st and  aw areness tha t 
develop  betw een  dogs and  hum ans during  a race of this caliber help restore our 
instincts and  revive o u r m ost basic hum an  nature. Interacting w ith  m an for 
generations, dogs of the no rth  are a p art of a lifestyle. For m any m ushers these 
dogs are fam ily, and  they  are survival: for som e, survival in the natural w orld, 
for o thers survival in  an increasingly artificial w orld. Dogs provide a 
g roundedness and  a connection to tha t w hich is real and  alive. These dogs are 
avenues to all things d istan t, an extension of ou r hum an  capabilities, a natural 
partnersh ip  — a team.
H ow  m any  tim es do  you hear how  learning team  w ork  is an im portan t asset 
to function in society? To learn, accept and  understand  team  w ork  w ith  another 
species m ay be am im portan t asset to function in the universe. Relationships w ith  
dogs go beyond  discipline and  obedience training. The dog b reeding  and  dog 
training M onks of N ew  Skeet in upsta te  N ew  York w rite  in one of their 
publications that " the  relationship  m u st d raw  from  and  encom pass a w hole new  
attitude and  lifestyle w ith  your dog" (The M onks of N ew  Skeet, 1991).
There is a difference betw een u nderstand ing  w hat a dog  needs and  applying 
an thropom orphic in terp retations of w hat a dog  needs. W hen dogs are born  they 
are filled w ith  the capacity for life an d  com panionship. They all have the 
potential to develop team  w ork  w ith  o ther dogs as w ell as hum ans. H ow ever, 
ignorance on  a vast scale continues to m ake dogs the victim s of hum an  
thoughtlessness and  abuse. The M onks of N ew  Skete po in t ou t that if w e look
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honestly  at the w ay  m any  people m anage their pe t dogs today, w e are faced w ith 
a staggering  reflection of irresponsibility and  lack of com passion. It is difficult to 
speak of "m an 's best friend" w hen  m ore than  five m illion unw an ted  pet dogs are 
eu than ized  every year. I am  no t speaking here of the hum ane killing of anim als 
done o u t of a sense of responsible stew ardship . W hat I w an t to poin t ou t is the 
m assive h u m an  negligence tha t leads to euthanasia. If anyone doubts the serious 
im plications of this situation, a trip  to a local anim al shelter can be a real eye- 
opener.
The average pet dog  is reduced  to a life as a single dog, often forced to live 
beh ind  closed doors in  a sound  insulated house or apartm en t w ithout the stim uli 
of the n a tu ra l w orld  outside. This is an unnatu ra l state for a highly social pack 
anim al. W ith  hum ans there to p rov ide the "pack" m ost dogs will adapt, as 
canines are one of the m ost adaptable species. O thers are left to satisfy a need  for 
stim ulation and  pack relation by  them selves. Left all day  to w ander, run , chase, 
fight, dig and  chew  th rough  tow ns and  gardens, these dogs are left w ithou t 
direction in life, try ing  to satisfy their need  for a functional "pack dynam ic" 
w hich includes leadership , guidance, w ork  and responsibility  and a clear role 
and p u rp o se  to fulfill.
Societal Needs for Dogs
Dogs have m any  functions in society. W e rely on dogs as co-w orkers on 
several levels. In M issoula, M ontana, the Police D epartm ent recently ad d ed  a 
new  d im ension  to the patro l duties: tw o G erm an Shepherds becam e prim ary  
partners to a couple of officers. U ntil 1995 M issoula h ad  no t h ad  a canine 
p rogram  in  nearly  tw enty  years. A t a cost of $4,500 each, these dogs are now  
considered  a very w orthw hile  investm ent. A ny K-9 C orps can be essential for
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the success of law  enforcem ent, to uncover narcotics and find fugitives. The 
dogs search for a change in  the odor that is in specific area. A person w ho is 
ru n n in g  from  the law  is often pum ping  adrenaline and they p u t ou t a fear scent 
that is easily detected by  a dog. There are dogs tha t are specialized in airport 
duties an d  are trained to detect such varying things as illegal m eat p roducts (the 
so called salam i dogs), fruits, d rugs and even certain metals. M issoula City 
police officer, M ark M uir, w as instrum ental in p roposing  a canine p rogram  for 
M issoula. "The dogs p rov ide an obvious advantage in  d ru g  detection, b u t their 
ability to help  in o ther patro l areas is just as im portant. W e w an t to focus on an 
increase in officer safety and  an increase in productivity . A dog can increase 
productiv ity  by  at least 50% du ring  typical build ing  searchers" (M uir, 1995).
A rson dogs assist in  find ing  clues to solving suspicious fires. There are 
earthquake dogs, avalanche dogs and  search and rescue dogs that save lives, 
m oney and  tim e du rin g  disasters.
W ithout sheep and  cattle dogs, personal p roperty  guard  dogs and  dogs w ho 
protect livestock herds from  predato rs m any could no t afford their business. 
Karelian bear dogs are currently  being tried o u t to prov ide an alternative to 
killing o r rem oving problem  bears in  N ational Parks. There are num erous o ther 
service dogs utilized th roughou t our society, such as hearing  dogs and  guide 
dogs for the b lind, u tilization  dogs for people w ith  physical disabilities, w here 
dogs can pu ll w heel chairs, retrieve d ro p p ed  item s, tu rn  light sw itches on and  
off, p u sh  the elevator b u tto n  and  m uch  m ore. C om panion dogs or therapy  dogs 
are used  at rehabilitation centers to aid the elderly  or the ill, or as therapy  for 
autistic children or o thers w ith  em otional blocks. Eva Shaw, Ph.D., au thor of 
What To Do When a Loved One Dies, said, "Because therapy  anim als, dogs in
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particu lar, p rov ide  unconditional love, they can be of trem endous help during  
the grieving process." There w ere dogs tha t assisted in O klahom a City after the 
bom bing, bo th  in the capacity of Search and Rescue and  as therapy  dogs for 
fam ily m em bers as they w aited  for new s of loved ones, and in hospitals w here 
survivors w ere recovering.
In an  article in the Missoulian in October 1996,1 read  a letter to the editor on 
the issue of bann ing  dogs from  the classroom. Som eone wrote:
O ur children w ill be m uch m ore sensitive to the w orld  if they develop an 
intim acy w ith  an anim al. In a w orld  w hich is increasingly m ore im m une to 
violence and  less in tim ate w ith  nature , w e need educators w ho can bridge the 
increasing gap betw een  hum ans, anim als, and  nature.
Use of Dogs for Recreation and Sport
Society uses dogs for o rganized  purposes as well as for personal needs. 
Perhaps som e people do  not look at sled dogs as com parable to com m unity 
service dogs or o ther w orking  dogs that serve hum ans in a constructive w ay, 
because sled dogs are used  m ainly  for recreation and  racing. Does the use of 
dogs becom e unethical w hen  w e involve ou r canines in these social habits of 
ours? Looking at d ifferent cultures can be instructive w hen  pondering  our ow n 
social habits. Take recreation and  com petition: these are diversions that bring 
enjoym ent. Some m ay argue they are no t necessary for survival, perhaps, b u t 
recreation certainly ad d s to the perceived quality  of life. Sparta in ancient Greece 
h ad  its athletic gam es and  battles betw een  the city states, the C hinese had  their 
calligraphy an d  painting, an d  the Rom ans h ad  their C ircus M axim us and feasts. 
All recreational activities begin  w ith  ind iv idual interests that m ay later bu ild  u p
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to com petition, and  can becom e w oven into the fabric of a culture, giving it a 
d istinct character —  the O lym pic Gam es, the Circus M axim us, the Scandinavian 
VASA m ara thon  ski race and  the A laskan Iditarod, w here m en and w om en 
ven tu re  beyond  courage w ith  their dogs — because of their dogs.
In an  Outside article au thor, Peter N elson, learned to appreciate the huge 
benefits of his canine com panion w hile going cam ping. ' I t  is as though they 're 
w here they  belong. In the city m y dog is p a rt of a hum an  com m unity. C am ping 
together. I 'm  p a rt of hers. The dog is as m uch a b ridge betw een the hum an  and 
natu ra l w orlds as m uch an am bassador as it w as w hen it first m ade contact w ith  
hum ans by  hanging  a round  N eolithic garbage dum ps, and  later left these 
prehistoric dum ps to beg a place beside Stone Age hearts. Recreating and 
cam ping w ith  dogs reinforces the pact w e've m ade, an agreem ent betw een two 
form er w ild  anim als no t to kill each other. It's a fine arrangem ent" (Nelson, 
1994).
Recreation, and  I w ill be so W ebster as to define it, m eans to restore health, to 
create anew , refreshm ent of strength  and  spirits. Is it p resum ptuous to assum e 
that hum ans and  canines alike are in need  of this in today 's w orld?
In a recent canine psychology sem inar I a ttended  at Cornell U niversity, I 
learned  tha t p e t dogs ru n  a 98% higher risk of having psychological problem s 
than w orking  dogs. Boredom  leads to depression, w hich can lead to aggression, 
w hich alm ost exclusively leads to death  for the pet. Yet, anim al rights activists 
fail to acknow ledge the im portance an d  value of dogs living a w orking life as 
does the sled dog.
Dog m ush ing  offers an alternative relationship  tow ard  ou r fellow canine 
citizens im m ersed  in nature; one that unites hum an  being w ith  anim al being.
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one tha t p rov ides a place to interact rather than observe; one that strives to 
u n d ers tan d  ra ther than  question and appreciate ra ther than disparage.
Sled Dog Images
In A laska and o ther N orthern  lands of snow  sw ept trails an d  roadless 
w ilderness, w here adversities challenge prim al instincts, hum an  survival can be 
depen d en t upon  the dog. M utual needs betw een hum an  and  dog increase the 
bond , an d  a w ay of life revolves around  a partnersh ip  based on trust and  respect. 
Life w ith  sled dogs is a prim itive hum an, social and  ecological need; a 
fundam ental coexistence that m akes sense.
W ith  the above factors in m ind  — the h um an  need for and  societal use of 
dogs, in so very  m any areas of our existence —w hy then is there a social 
controversy and  such a strong public debate su rrounding  a hum an /  canine 
activity like dog m ushing?
O ne of the reasons is th a t sled dog activities have been lum ped together and 
are represen ted  by  a few  race events. W hat creates the public im age is probably, 
in  part, p ictures of sled dogs at the end  of an over 1,000-mile long m arathon  race, 
tired, energy, dep leted  dogs tha t have lost a lot of weight. In people 's m ind  these 
dogs are no t to be com pared  to the h u m an  u ltra-m arathon  runner w ho m ay 
collapse of exhaustion at the end  of a race, skinny and  dehydrated  b u t w ho will 
rebound  after just a d rink  of w ater. Instead, the m edia portrays the dog driver 
receiving a large sum  of m oney, cham pagne, and  glam our at the end  of the race, 
w hile the dogs are seen as a dep leted  m eans of getting there. H ow  do  we expect 
people to react?
110
N o t all m ushers are good dog people. Just as there are parents unsu ited  for 
p aren tin g  and  pet ow ners unsu ited  for pe t keeping, there are m ushers unsu ited  
for m ushing.
The m ush ing  w orld  has tried diligently in the past few years to organize itself 
on d ifferent levels in an  effort to keep m ushing  a healthy activity. Yet there are 
very few  public im ages of dog sledding as a fam ily oriented activity — the h a rd ­
core racing im age is w h at prevails.
Is the sled dog com m unity  itself guilty of no t p rov id ing  a strong voice for the 
sport? A nd I use the term  "sport" loosely here as there are sled dog activists w ho 
w ou ld  never th ink  of calling their lifestyle a sport.
Does the sled dog com m unity  no t w an t the scrutiny that comes w ith  m edia? 
Do they sim ply  go quietly  about their ow n business careful no t to d raw  too m uch 
atten tion  to them selves? D oesn 't this type of passive behavior only feed the 
extrem ist m essage th a t sled dog activists are doing som ething they should be 
asham ed of?
In 1993 w hen  Jeff K ing w on the Id itarod  he w as invited to appear at "The 
Tonight Show ." H is appearance w as canceled due  to som e extrem e anti-anim al 
groups tha t deluged  the show . USA Today and  the Weekly Reader supported  this 
action and  p rin ted  articles presen ting  sled dog racing in a bad  light. Pam  
Thom as, co-chair for the A nim al W elfare C om m ittee, reacted very strongly  to 
these sentim ents. She asked the publications to verify w here their inform ation 
cam e from . As it tu rn ed  o u t none of the authors of the articles h ad  even seen a 
sled dog  race, m uch less ever spoken w ith a m usher. Even the g roup  A nim al 
People adm itted  tha t w hat USA Today p rin ted  w as a distortion.
I l l
What can the sled dog community do to counteract the negative images?
Pam  Thom as w ro te  in  an article targeting the sled dog com m unity that dog 
ow ners have spen t the last several years ignoring the extrem ists or pu tting  salve 
on w o u n d s th a t n eeded  pressure bandages. The efforts to educate the public, 
fund  the research, rescue the dogs, and  regulate the sport for safety and welfare 
are so fragm ented  and  unfocused as to have few, if any, positive effects beyond 
very  localized areas. True, som e m ushers visit tw o or three schools a year, bu t 
the Weekly Reader goes to thousand  of schools at the sam e tim e and USA Today 
has a d istribu tion  in the h u n d red s of thousands. Pam  Thom as continued her 
criticism by  add ing  "piecem eal efforts will not reach the num ber of people the 
anti-anim al groups rou tinely  m isinform " (Thomas, 1993).
W hy do  the extrem ists get such nationw ide, positive coverage, leaving sled 
dog activists blinking in an unw elcom e spotlight? Because, says Pam  Thomas, 
they are organized, un ited , an d  passionate about their cause. They can create the 
dram a, an d  they have the m oney and  have spent the tim e developing such 
"credibility" that certain  publications sim ply assum e w hat they presen t is valid.
In 1993 if Jay Leno h ad  been p roperly  educated  in advance, w ould  he have 
been so inclined to cancel the sled dog  appearance so quickly? Probably not.
"But m ake no m istake," said Thom as, "sim ply reacting to the extrem ists w o n 't 
get us the results w e w ant. Sled dog sports are grow ing. The press w e need 
m ust be positive an d  generated  by  know ledgeable spokespeople. O ne very 
strong organization , supported  by  all of us, can do this" (Thomas, 1993).
I can verify  the pow er of m edia as I h ad  to spend  an entire evening answ ering 
the p hone the day  that a Dave Barry article appeared  in the Great Falls Tribune in 
F ebruary  of 1996. In his article, "W inter Goes to the Dogs," Barry described his
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first experience going on a sled dog ride. People im m ediately  called m e to find 
o u t if I gave sled dog rides. In  the article Barry com pared and  contrasted sled 
dogs to snow m obiles, w ith  sled dogs end ing  up  in a m uch m ore positive light 
than  d id  the snow m obiles. H e w rote, "Today I'll discuss a sport that is m uch 
m ore relaxing, as well as far m ore fragrant, than snow m obiling. A dog sled is — 
follow  m e carefully here — a sled tha t is pu lled  by dogs. A nd if you think that 
dogs are no t strong enough  to pull a person in a sled, then you have never been 
w alking a dog on a leash w hen  a squirrel ran  past. H istorians believe tha t the 
dog sled  w as invented  thousands of years ago w hen  an A laskan Eskimo attached 
a pa ir of crude runners to a fram e, hitched u p  this contrivance to a pack of dogs, 
clim bed aboard , and  w o u n d  up  in  Brazil. This taught the rem aining Eskimos 
that if they w ere going to bu ild  another one of these things, it should  definitely 
have brakes."
The hum orous flavor of Barry's article com pletely colored people 's 
perception: "Today, sled dogs are m ainly  used  in races, the m ost fam ous being 
the A laskan Id itarod , in w hich com petitors race from  A nchorage and  ru n  a 1,000 
m iles to N om e. The w inner gets $50,000, w hich about covers the Chapstick 
expenses."
Where then did sled dog enthusiasts go wrong in the public eye?
A n im age: A m usher cracks the w hip  over his fast sprin ting, steam ing, h ard  
pan ting  dog team. W hat's  your im pression? The m usher obviously isn 't 
scratching his dogs beh ind  their e a rs .. .is he w h ipp ing  his dogs? N o, w hat the 
m usher has in his h an d  is a "signal w hip ," a tool tha t w as used  w ith  the ancient 
fan-style hitch, w here no single lead  dog learns any com m ands, b u t the w hole 
team  is d irected  by  the sound  of a w hip. It also is u sed  as a signal to speed the
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dogs up . This tool w as once used  du ring  sprin t races, b u t is now  banned  from  
m ost sanctioned races because of the poor im age it creates. W hen you allow  
people to w atch  w ith o u t educating  them  about w hat they see, they will d raw  
their ow n conclusions.
A nother image: A m usher cram s tw o huskies into a small "cubbyhole" on the 
back of his truck! The idea of p lacing a dog in a "dog box" is appalling to m ost 
p e t dog ow ners. People are used  to treating their dogs as p art of the fam ily, and 
the dog  rides inside the car, often in the front seat. H ow ever, very few  people 
m anage to fit their dogs w ith  a seat belt. A loose dog in the car is a danger to 
him self and  to others in the car, in case of an accident. The dog box is designed 
to carry the dogs safely and  com fortably, m uch like a horse trailer is designed to 
keep horses safe and  com fortable.
M ost dog boxes are bu ild  w ith  dim ensions that correspond to airline 
approved  dog carriers. Box sizes usually  range around  36" in length x 24" in 
w id th  X 26" in height for larger dogs. If the tem perature is 30° below  zero, m any 
sled dog  ow ners w ill load tw o dogs into the sam e box to allow  them  to take 
advan tage of each o ther's  body heat. W hen traveling, m ushers "drop" their dogs 
every tw o to four hours to allow  them  to relieve them selves, stretch, get fed, 
w atered  and  exercised. If a dog travels on  an airline, on  the other hand , it is 
often no t allow ed to com e outside its carrier for eight to ten hours. They survive 
it. Dogs have a rem arkable ability to ad ap t to their situation. M ost sled dogs are 
exposed to traveling at an  early  age, and  m any get just as excited abou t the dog 
truck pu lling  u p  as they do  seeing a harness or the sled. If people d o n 't know  the 
facts, they  have no w ay  of form ing their opin ions o ther than  sentim entally.
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M ore im ages: Sixty dogs in a dog yard , all chained up, all barking their heads 
off! I asked veterinarians in m y questionnaire about the soundness of dogs 
chained u p  versus being free in a pen  or yard. They all agreed that keeping your 
dogs chained up  is the only w ay  to p revent the risk of being injured.
W ith  m ultip le  dogs in a kennel, dog fights are a fact. Small groups can learn 
to get along, how ever, usually  only after sorting hierarchical differences ou t by 
fighting. Young dogs especially have very dynam ic relationships tha t often 
resu lt in  b lood shed. F ighting is a norm al canine behavior, b u t it is no t 
com patible w ith  ou r idea of keeping dogs alive and  safe. So by keeping each dog 
chained u p  to his or her ow n "circle" w here they feel safe in their ow n space 
becom es crucial w h en  there are m any dogs in the sam e kennel. Surely m any 
separate little runs could  be established for each dog, bu t there are dogs that 
have a hab it of d igging out. W hen dogs dig ou t they are very  likely to get in 
trouble.
Dr. A rleigh Reynolds of Cornell U niversity  also po in ted  ou t that for sled dogs 
being chained u p  is a good w ay for them  to learn how  to negotiate lines and 
ropes. By being tied u p  to a chain they have to jum p over it, sp in  around  it and 
learn  how  to w ork  w ith  it. The organization  P.R.I.D.E. (Providing Responsible 
Inform ation on  a D og's Environm ent) recom m ends a chain no shorter than  five 
feet long and  probably  no  longer than  tw elve feet. Too long a rope or chain will 
cause problem s w hen  the dog  tries to m anipu la te  the chain to sw ivel around  its 
po in t of attachm ent. It is im portan t to place dogs adjacent to other dogs tha t they 
like. O ften the dogs' chains will be long enough  tha t canine neighbors can play 
and  in teract w ith  one another. It is essential to have strong snaps that are reliable
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and  w ill no t break, and  a sw ivel m ust be placed at each end  of the attachm ent so 
tha t the dog  can m ove a round  w ith o u t getting tangled up.
I keep m y dogs loose w hen  I am  around  to supervise them . W hen I am  gone I 
leave g roups of tw o, m aybe three, loose in each pen, and  the potential "escapees" 
hooked up . If there are too m any, especially young dogs, loose in one pen  they 
are likely to get hurt. M y friend C athy just lost one of her young pet dogs 
because of a broken neck d u e  to harsh  playing w hen no one w as around  to w atch 
over the dogs. The loss of a dog is a tragedy no one likes to come hom e to. W ith 
kennels as big as 30 or m ore it is essential that the dogs are separated if no t tied 
up.
W hen sled dogs are bark ing  they bark  for a reason. They either bark  to get 
your attention, to com m unicate to o ther dogs and  to announce a visitor (hum an, 
deer, coyote, m ounta in  lion, bear, m oose and  so on). They get very excited w hen 
it is tim e for a ru n  or tim e for feeding. If a sled dog ow ner lives near people, it is 
im portan t to teach the dogs to be quiet. Dog ovm ers have to respect the rights of 
others for peace and  quiet. This m akes for h ap p y  neighbors and  prom otes a 
positive exam ple for the activity.
Abuse of Sled Dogs
A busive hum ans exist in all categories of anim al ow nership. N ot all m ushers 
are good  dog people w ith  healthy  relationship  to their animals.
The In ternational Sled Dog V eterinary M edical A ssociation (ISDVMA) has 
m ade the follow ing sta tem ent abou t cruel and  abusive treatm ent in its position 
on the W elfare of Racing Sled Dogs:
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The com petitive interests of m ushers dem and  they provide the best possible 
care for dogs in their team s. Com petition calls for MAXIMUM athletic 
perform ance. Stress dram atically  reduces that perform ance, particularly  in a 
longer distance race or in a season w ith  m ultip le or frequent races. Therefore, 
a vital m axim um  of athletic perform ance is to stress the athlete to the m inim al 
ex tent consistent w ith  the particular event. A buse and  cruelty, even that 
arising pu re ly  from  ignorance or im proper care, contradict the m axim um  to 
m inim ize stress for the anim als. Such actions are costly to com petition. G ood 
care, no t abuse, is the ou trigh t goal of com petitive m ushers.
It is ev iden t to veterinarians involved w ith  sled dog racing that the best
com petitive m ushers are those w ho p rovide op tim um  care of their dogs. A vital
aspect of o p tim um  care is the psychological w ell-being of the athlete. C ruel or
abusive practices obviously are detrim ental to well-being. K now ledgeable and
experienced m ushers avoid  such m easures.
Exam ples of w h at ISDVMA considers to be abusive or cruel are the follow ing
guidelines w hich are included  in race inform ation packages for m ost sanctioned
races:
1. Inflicting pain  to induce a dog to race faster or pu sh  beyond reasonable 
fatigue.
2. Failing to p rov ide  the nu tritional needs of the dogs.
3. Failing to p rov ide  the physical and  psychological needs of the dogs.
4. Failure to p roperly  condition sled dogs in  advance of events.
5. C ontinuing  to race a dog  w hen  it is injured, ill or too fatigued to go on 
beyond a negligible risk of harm .
6. U sing excessive m easures to discipline an anim al.
7. U sing illegal d rugs or o ther illegal m eans to m ask pain  or enhance 
perform ance.
8. A ttem pting  to d rive dogs in races and  conditions that are beyond the 
experience and  capability of the m usher a n d /o r  dogs.
9. U sing in Arctic conditions any dog tha t is no t of the physiological type and 
tem peram ent suitable for the sport.
10. A ny o ther acts or om issions (beyond reasonable and  w ell-in tentioned errors 
in judgm ent) tha t contribute unnecessary  and  avoidable risk or detrim ent to 
the dogs.
V. CONCLUSION A N D  SUGGESTIONS
In conclusion, the pu rpose  of this study  is to explore, exam ine and  review  the 
interactions betw een sled dog ow ners, their dogs, their com m unities and the land 
they use.
A lthough  this b road , ad hoc approach is no t a panacea for canine m anagem ent 
problem s it can be v iew ed as a prelim inary  assessm ent of sled dogs on M ontana 
public lands. The results from  the questionnaires and  interview s provide insight 
into existing and  potential problem  areas.
This p ap e r is a descriptive com pilation of considerations about social and  
ecological issues relating to sled dogs in ou r environm ent. The groundw ork  for 
the w ritings is the responses from  the tw o targeted survey groups: land  
m anagem ent agencies and  the sled dog user group. M y intentions are to 
encourage discussion and  deliberation, not to generate any statistical inferences 
from  this study.
M ontana has a ro u n d  100 active m ushers in d ifferent categories of sled dog 
activities, concentrated in  the w estern  p a rt of M ontana; how ever, the survey 
results from  the land  m anag ing  agencies do no t reflect a true distribution  of sled 
dog activities. There are  regions of sled dog  use w here the responding  land 
m anag ing  agencies d id  no t respond.
There are areas of concentrated sled dog use w here site specific and  event 
specific concerns exist. These concerns appear in  the problem  areas of w aste 
control, o ther user g roup  conflicts, people conflicts, noise control, trail im pact
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an d  w ildlife concerns. The concerns in  these problem  areas can be expected to 
rise w ith  an  increase in sled dog use.
A lthough  the m ain land  use focus of m y study  w as to explore the M ontana 
public land  status of sled dog user groups, w hat surfaced w as a series of new  
questions addressing  issues of a m uch b roader scope of m anagem ent. W hereas I 
an ticipated  agency responses indicating different m anagem ent approaches 
relating  to sled dog use, I learned  from  the agency responses that there is a need 
for im proved  m anagem ent of ALL types of dog activities on public lands.
Judging from  the land  m anagem ent responses there are no direct indications 
tha t M ontana public lands are subject to bans of dogs from  public trails. 
N evertheless, there are prevailing  and  substantial problem s w ith  loose dogs 
causing concerns in several conflict areas. This situation, if continued, could lead 
to bans of dogs from  public lands. A nd, in turn , w ou ld  drastically affect the sled 
dog  user g roup  as well.
The response from  the sled dog user g roup  gave m e an opportun ity  to 
disclose issues as seen from  the ind iv idual m ushers ' perspectives. Individuals 
from  the different categories of sled dog activities (i.e., recreational, com petitive, 
com m ercial and  sp rin t m ushers or skijors) stress tha t the ecological im pacts of 
m ushing  vary  greatly, depend ing  on the category of sled dog activity and  season 
du rin g  w hich  the activity  takes place. M ost m ushers believe that dog sledding 
prov ides a viable m ultip le  use activity w ith  relatively low  ecological im pacts.
The m ain  concerns tha t surfaced from  the m ushers w ere social issues relating 
to the public im age of sled dog activities. N egative im ages stem  from  
irresponsib le m ushers w ho practice poor kennel m anagem ent, inappropria te  trail 
e tiquette  or unethical treatm ent of anim als.
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There is a p revalen t d iscourse am ong m ushers tha t m isconceptions of sled 
dog activities is one of the m ost p ressing  social issues. M isconceptions stem  
m ostly  from  lim ited m edia portrayals b u t also occur because of a lack of 
educational inform ation  du rin g  public sled dog events.
SUGGESTIONS
In ligh t of the discussions on  ecological and  social issues from  both  land 
m anagem ent agencies and  m ushers, education and  com m unication surface as 
crucial p reven tative com ponents of existing or conceivable problem s.
The m ushers indicate tha t they see possibilities for sled dog activities, thus 
m aking it an activity com patible w ith  the notion  of ecologically sound  recreation. 
They also w an t sled dog  activities to be socially acceptable.
It is im perative for the health  of the sport that ind iv iduals involved in sled 
dog activities band  together in a task-oriented group. As a g roup they need to 
unify their interests an d  in an  innovative w ay target the no ted  issues from  
w ithin. Educational outreach  is needed, no t only to non-m ushers, b u t also and  
m ore im portan tly  am ong sled dog users.
To counteract negative im ages and  public m isconceptions each ind iv idual 
needs to expose the positive a ttribu tes of m ushing. All sled dog enthusiasts can 
help  streng then  an d  im prove the public presence, an d  fight negative 
repercussions, if w e openly  condem n irresponsible, inappropria te  and  unethical 
behav io r from  all sled dog ow ners.
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In add ition , m ushers can progressively seek opportun ities to em pow er and 
exem plify app rop ria te  canine m anagem ent on public lands through exposing the 
controlled m ode of m ushing. Further, th rough  practicing low  im pact land  use 
year-round  w hich includes increased w aste and  noise control, m ushers w ould  
help  ensure  continued use  of public trails for all sled dog activities.
In consideration of fu tu re  land  m anagem ent options and  possibilities, 
o rganized  sled dog user groups could in cooperation w ith  local land 
m anagem ent agencies and  o ther user groups, help  establish viable m anagem ent 
guidelines to m inim ize fu tu re  conflicts and  to m axim ize user group cooperation.
U nless ind iv idual m ushers are w illing to actively confront those w ho cause 
negative im ages, and  take the steps necessary to keep sled dog activities healthy, 
and  ecologically and  socially acceptable, from  w ith in  — w e m ay have to do 
w ithout.
APPENDIX A 
TH E ALASKAN EXPERIENCE
For com parative and  contrasting purposes, I have sum m arized  the responses 
from  the A laska m ushers I sent questionnaires to as well as interview ed. I have 
also sum m arized  com m ents from  the three land  m anaging agency offices that I 
v isited  in person  in Alaska.
H e w ho  gives tim e to the study  of history of A laska, learns that the dog, next
to m an, has been the m ost im portan t factor in pas t and  present developm ent.
— Judge James W icker sham , 1938 
(Coppinger, 1987)
W hat the horse w as to the W est before railroads and  autom obiles, w orking 
sled dogs have been to A laska for centuries. "Long before the w estern  w orld  
officially 'd iscovered ' A laska, sled dogs — the great athletes of the N orth  — have 
hau led  N ative A laskans and  their supplies like no horse could, along narrow  
trails w ind ing  th rough  the trees, across w indsw ep t tundra , and frozen rivers" 
(Cellura, 1990).
The w ilderness is less than tw enty  m inutes from  Anchorage. N o m ore roads, 
three thousand  rivers, five thousand  glaciers, and  three m illion lakes; this is 
A laska, a land  un to  itself. Its area com prises one-fifth of the U nited States. Just 
over 500,000 people live there. For m ost rem ote villages in the N orth , life still 
revolves around  seasonal hun ting , trapp ing , fishing and  gathering. Basketball 
and  b ingo are im portan t now , b u t no t as im portan t as caribou hunting , fishing or 
w haling. The dog team s have definitely been replaced by  snow m achines, 
how ever, dogs still p lay  a huge role for m any  A laskans.
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The Id itarod  is only  a small fraction of the o ld  trad ition  of m ushing  in Alaska. 
D og m u sh in g  is a trad itional value of native people. The Id itarod and  other big 
nam e races can be used  as a tool to enhance this tradition, said Bev M asek, an 
A thabascan Indian, bo rn  and  raised  in A nvik, on the Yukon River. "I w an t to 
keep the N ative  trad ition  of runn ing  dogs alive, and  I w an t to m aintain  the 
trad itional village dog breed" (M asek, 1995). Bev M asek w as chosen by  the 
In ternational Federation of Sled Dog Sports to represen t the U nited States in the 
exhibition sp rin t race at the O lym pic W inter Gam es in  1992 in France. "I really 
hope the O lym pic C om m ittee m akes dog m ushing  an O lym pic event. N orm an 
V aughan represen ted  the U ntied  States in the O lym pics in 1932 at Lake Placid, I 
feel that w ith  dog  m ush ing 's  history, the O lym pics should  take it seriously. 
W inning races isn 't w h at is m ost im portan t to m e — b u t to represen t the N ative 
trad ition  of this sport. M y prim ary  goal is to help the kids in the village get out 
of their shell. There are so m any gifted kids, b u t they can 't find a w ay they can 
achieve an d  be successful." Bev has ru n  the Id itarod  and  in 1990 she started  
w h at is called the S tatew ide Id itarod  P rogram  (Teasley, 1992). "I w an ted  to 
travel the villages an d  share m y experiences leaving a village m yself and  runn ing  
the Id itarod. I w an t them  to see that they can do  som ething, too. You hear about 
the d rink ing  and  suicides in the villages, and  there is no reason it has to be that 
way. I th ink  runn ing  dogs is a good w ay for young  people to learn 
responsibility. .. .1 th ink  it's  im portan t for us as dog m ushers to prom ote a 
positive im age of dog m ush ing  to the public. It is sad tha t the press reports the 
b ad  th ings tha t can happen , w hen  there are so m any good things going on in  the 
sport. N o  one w rites abou t the good stuff. But it's  a responsibility  th a t w e all 
have" (M asek, 1995).
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Ted K ardos, also a N ative A laskan, from  the village of G rayling on the Yukon 
River, g raduated  from  the U niversity  of M ontana in Forestry in 1961. Ted is 
m ainly  a subsistence m usher, a lthough like all p ro u d  m ushers, he will enter 
som e local races to show  off his dogs. "M y dream  is how  I live w ith  m y dogs. I 
w an t to explore som e of the rem otest p a rt of C anada and  Alaska. You can do it 
w ith  dogs, you  know ." A ccording to Ted, sled dogs are given the right-of-w ay in 
the A laskan bush. Ted likes the efficiency of his A laskan Huskies. "They are 
quiet, do n o t p roduce toxic fum es or w aste. They reproduce them selves, they eat 
m uch bycatch and  o ther food w hich o therw ise m ight go to w aste." Ted 's goal is 
to keep the A laska N atives' in terest in subsistence and  dog sled use alive. "I help 
sponsor races for N ative youth , and  young adults. C hildren especially are fond 
of dogs, and  can get a lot of healthy  constructive ou tdoor activity th rough using 
them ."
Ted K ardos descried how  im pressed  he is w ith  how  efficient and dedicated 
w ork  anim als dogs can be. H e w rote a story of how  he and  his dog team , after 
p u sh ing  h a rd  to get aw ay from  an irrita ted  m oose, tried  to m ake it hom e before 
dark. H e carried one of his old fem ales in  the sled basket since she had  
exhausted  herself. "She w hined  and  w hined, and  finally I let her jum p ou t of the 
sled. She ran  righ t u p  to be in the team  the rest of the w ay hom e. I've never 
know n a dog tha t has lost in terest in runn ing  w ith  their team ."
Ted believes tha t people w ho  are rem oved from  the daily  contact w ith  nature 
and  anim als are  the opponen ts of dog m ushing. "They sim ply cannot fathom  the 
connection of trust, respect and  in terdependency. They only believe in dogs as 
lazy often u n h ap p y  pets." H e recognizes tha t m any  people have dogs for pets 
an d  develop  valuable relationships w ith  them . H e added , "Living w ith  and
124
w ork ing  an d  depend ing  on dogs, can develop an even m ore valuable and 
satisfying relationship. A h igher level relationship  like b lind  people m ay have 
w ith  their dogs."
Ted described how  historically m ost families in b ush  A laska had  only three or 
four dogs to hau l w ood  an d  to h u n t w ith. H e suggested testing the pow er of any 
p e t dog  b y  tying them  u p  to a b ike for them  to pull. "They can give you the ride 
of you r life." H e believes tha t the biggest problem  in using dogs in the low er 48 
is the fragm ented  ow nersh ip  pattern  of land  and  the lack of available and 
suitable w in ter trails. "A lm ost the entire country  has been dedicated to 
autom obile travel. It has a strangle ho ld  on everything you do." H e pointed  ou t 
the trend  of new  innovative m eans of traveling and  playing  w ith  petro leum  
based vehicles, like snow m obiles and  w ave runners. H e believes tha t it is m ore 
acceptable to  d rive  a car for p leasure  than  it is to ru n  a team  of dogs for people in 
"the 48." Hs there a m ore inefficient, costly and  destructive activity both  socially 
and  environm entally?" In fact, he stated, "m ost people ou tside of ru ra l C anada 
and  A laska cannot use their dogs because of the dom inance of m otorized 
vehicles. Ironically, they too have to use trucks to get them  to w here they m ight 
be able to use their anim als" (Kardos, 1995).
D aryl D arnell is a sales d irector for the Id itarod  Trail Sled Dog Race. W e m et 
in  N om e in M arch of 1996. W hen he found  ou t tha t I w as w orking on a paper on 
social and  ecological considerations, he w an ted  to contribute w ith  his story:
If asked w hy  dog  m ushing  has becom e p art of m y life, a long period  of 
reflection is required . Initially thoughts of g row ing u p  w ith  various canine 
pets com e to m in d  as the basic foundation . As m y life progressed , grow ing 
u p  in  ru ra l M ichigan, the love of ou tdoors and  w in ter w ere added . Later, as a 
young  adult, I h ad  close friends tha t ran  sled dogs, form ing the correlation
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betw een  the love of dogs w ith  the outdoors. W ith these factors in place 
already , along cam e m y fam ily w hich, w ith  their options severely lim ited, 
follow ed m e to Alaska. Tim e progressed, as it has a tendency to do, m y boys 
got o lder, as they have a tendency to do, and  m uch to m y w ife's dism ay, the 
boys g rew  to share m y passion  for dogs and  the outdoors. As m y oldest son 
got in to  the u p p e r  elem entary  school grades, w e began to notice a difference 
in  behavior and  attitudes from  other children his age. This difference w e later 
found  o u t w as a ttribu ted  to h im  having  "A ttention Deficit H yperactivity 
D isorder." This m ade it difficult for him  to interact w ith  his peers. The one 
th ing  w e h ad  noticed w as tha t his in teraction w ith dogs w as very loving and 
Cciring. A  good friend of m ine h ad  noticed this on several occasions w hen  we 
visited  his kennel. H is sensitivity to m y son 's condition, along w ith  his 
expertise in  m ushing  (being a p as t Id itarod  cham pion), becam e the catalyst 
pu lling  all the various factors together. H e sold b o th  m y boys, not w anting  to 
leave the younger one out, three dogs, for a dollar apiece. K eeping in m ind 
tha t all of these dogs w ere from  a cham pionship  bloodline, w ith  one of them  
from  his cham pionship  team , it w as a gesture of friendship  and caring tha t 
I 'v e  n o t seen from  m any  indiv iduals. Since then  w e have purchased  dogs 
tha t n o t only  cam e from  Jeff K ing b u t also George A ttla 's line. It has becom e 
an activity that the entire fam ily shares together everyday. It has taugh t the 
boys how  to be responsible for the care an d  well being of o thers along w ith  
the structu re  of daily  w ork  routines. Probably the best benefit for m y oldest 
son has been the therapeutic value of the unconditional love the anim als have 
for him . It has created a new  p a th  in w hich m any of his em otional needs can 
be fulfilled. For m yself, m ush ing  w ith  the fam ily allow s m e to com bine a 
very  positive aspect in m y life and  share it w ith  the ones I love. W hat m ore 
can one ask for?
K ate Persons, ano ther m usher I m et in N om e, has had  great influence on sled 
dog racing in  Russia. She w as instrum enta l in launching  tw o m ajor races in 1991. 
The Beringia Sled Dog Race is R ussian-organized and  the 1,000-plus-mile trail 
traverses the K am chatka Peninsula. The H ope In ternational Sled Dog Race, 
o rganized  by  bo th  C hukotkans and  A laskans, usually  w inds 1,200 m iles from  
N om e, A laska, u p  the coast to W ales, across the Bering S traight and  dow n the 
R ussian coast to A nadyr. Kate is a tw o-tim e H ope cham pion, and  an Id itarod 
veteran. She is w ell-know n th roughou t C hukotka for her cham pionships and  her
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attem pts to learn  the Russian language. In H ope 1993, she gave interview s to 
R ussian m ed ia  and  signed au tographs for fans. W henever possible she used  her 
influence to inspire children to m ush, and  to teach her fellow com petitors how  to 
feed an d  w ater dogs. Long-distance racing w as a new  concept for Chukchi 
m ushers, w ho  travel w ith  slow, heavy  w ork  dogs tha t only go 20 to 30 miles per 
day. Then they rest d u rin g  the night. The dogs have p lenty  of tim e to eat 
enough  snow  to allow  for rehydration  then. But w hen traveling long distance or 
nonstop , they  need  w ater. This w as a new  idea to the Russians. O ne o ther thing 
tha t the R ussians appreciated  above all o ther A m erican inventions w as Am erican 
dog m edicine.
A fter find ing  ou t so m uch abou t K ate 's experience in Russia, I w as anxious to 
v isit m ore w ith  her an d  get her in p u t on m y questionnaire. W e m et at her hom e 
in her new  location in  N om e w here she h ad  recently m oved  from  Kotzebue. She 
m aintains a kennel of 40 to 60 A laskan H uskies. She also h ad  a reindeer herd ing  
dog, one of the very  few  existing ou tside of Russia and  Scandinavia. I asked Kate 
w h at her p resen t dream s an d  aspirations for dog m ushing  are. This is how  she 
answ ered:
This question is the m ajor d ilem m a in m y life at the m om ent. O riginally dogs 
w ere sim ply m y vehicle to adventure. I got m y first dogs after m oving to 
K otzebue in  1981 as a m eans to explore N W  A laska and  w ith  dream s of 
m aking  som e lengthy  dog  team  trips in  the Arctic. I w as aw are of racing and 
the Id itarod  b u t it held  no appeal for me. After finally m aking several 
w onderfu l 1000 p lus m ile trips in the A laskan and  C anad ian  Arctic it 
occurred  to m e tha t there m ust be a w hole lo t abou t train ing  and  caring for 
dogs th a t I h a d n 't figured  o u t because m y daily  travels w ere pitifully  short 
com pared  to the 100 mile days tha t Id itarod  m ushers routinely  m anaged. So 
in  1988 I shifted  m y focus to racing as a m eans to learn  m ore about dogs and 
m u sh ing  from  the people tha t seem ed to know  the m ost about getting the 
m ost o u t of their dogs. Still I loved to travel new  trails and  see new  country
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an d  w an ted  to ru n  as m any different races as I could w hile enrolled in this 
"dog  m ush ing  g raduate  program ." I never expected to get hooked on  racing 
an d  the  Id itarod  b u t tha t seem s to be w hat happened  since I've been at it for 
m any  m ore years than  I expected to be racing, long after I fulfilled m y 
orig inal goal. O f course there is alw ays m ore to leam , I suppose tha t's  p a rt of 
the fascination. But now  for a num ber of reasons I find m yself com ing 
a ro u n d  full circle an d  feeling like I 'm  about ready  to go back to traveling and 
exploring  an d  just enjoying the dogs and  the country.
In recent years the races have becom e so fast and  com petitive that it's 
necessary to change train ing  m ethods and  to be far m ore selective in choosing 
the team  m em bers since only dogs w ith  exceptional physical ability are able 
to perfo rm  at such a h igh  level. I 'm  no t saying that any of this is w rong or 
even un fo rtuna te  b u t it has changed the p icture so tha t train ing a com petitive 
team  is personally  no longer as appealing  or realistic for me.
Taking m y  team  on lengthy cam ping trips has alw ays been m y favorite part 
of training. It m akes a tough, trail w ise team  that until recently could be 
com petitive b u t it also encourages them  to be too slow  to com pete at present 
day  race paces. N ow  it seem s necessary to spend  huge am ounts of tim e 
p rep arin g  good trails tha t w ill hab ituate the dogs to m oving fast, and  to avoid 
heavy  loads or trailbreaking or m uch  of anyth ing  that com prom ises speed 
an d  as training becom es m ore like train ing  sp rin t dogs the w hole project 
becom es less in teresting to me.
I 've  alw ays raised  m y ow n dogs an d  w hen  I train  a litter of pups I train  w ith  
the a ttitu d e  tha t all the p u p s  w ill m ake the team  and  it's  m y challenge to 
figure o u t how  to b ring  ou t the necessary qualities to m ake them  succeed. 
U ntil recently  I've h ad  great success and  have been satisfied w ith  m y efforts. 
But as speed  has becom e so m uch a factor I find that there are m ore p u p s that 
just d o n 't  have the physical ability to keep u p  and  contribute. I HATE 
culling. A nd by culling I 'm  n o t even talking about killing. I 'm  talking about 
hav ing  to find  o ther hom es for dogs tha t I 've p u t tim e an d  energy into 
raising, tha t I 'm  attached to, tha t are b onded  to me. Then at the o ther end  of 
their careers, just w hen  the dogs are old and  experienced enough to really get 
savvy an d  trail w ise they sta rt to slow  dow n and  need to be retired  from  the 
racing  team . Even though  it's  no t h a rd  to find excellent hom es for these dogs 
the increasing need  to roll over the team  to m ain tain  speed takes a real toll on 
m y en thusiasm  for racing.
W inning  the Id itarod  or any  of the m ajor races w as never really a goal of 
m ine, I alw ays recognized tha t m y particu lar attitudes and  m ethods w ere 
un likely  to give m e that oppo rtu n ity  unless luck dealt a num ber of the other 
com petitors a really b ad  hand. But it is im portan t for m e to feel like I 'm  a
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good m usher, to be respected as that, to continually im prove m y skills, and  to 
alw ays care for m y dogs to the best of m y ability an d  treat them  w ith  
sensitiv ity  and  respect.
In sp ite  of all this I do  still enjoy the challenge, excitem ent, intensity and 
cam araderie  of racing and  its, I think, som ew hat of an addiction. A nd I'm  not 
qu ite read y  yet to join a 12 Step P rogram  for dog racers and  throw  this habit 
o u t the w indow . So for at least another year I'll strive to get back on the race 
trail an d  do the best I can w ith  w h at I 've got.
A bout her personal goals relating to environm ental or social change through 
her involvem ent in m ush ing  she responded:
I 'm  no t m uch  of a social activist abou t m ushing  or anyth ing  else. I just try to 
set a good  exam ple by keeping m y ow n closet clean, by practicing good 
sportsm ansh ip , exem plary  dog care and  show ing by  exam ple tha t m ushing 
can be the center piece of a happy , healthy, satisfying and  exciting life.
In N W  A laska w here  so m any  of the A laskan N atives are struggling to find 
pu rpose  and  m eaning  in  their lives m ushing  and  racing in  particu lar can be a 
really  rew ard ing  activity. It's p a rt of the traditional N ative w ay of life and 
thus people are natu ra lly  in terested  in it, have a first h an d  understand ing  of 
the h ard  w ork  involved and  have real respect for those w ho undertake it and 
do  it well. M ushing has been in incentive for a num ber of people to clean up  
their lives and  has given them  som ething healthy  to devote their energy to 
an d  a m eans to gain respect an d  adm iration  from  the com m unity.
K ate 's w hole personality  reflects her joy for m ushing  and  her love for the
dogs:
O riginally  m y greatest enjoym ent of m ushing  cam e from  the adven tu re  of it 
and  the o p p ortun ity  it p ro v id ed  for exploring new  country  and  m eeting new  
people in  the far north . M ushing in the Arctic is an ideal m eans of travel. The 
w ind  keeps the snow  packed so the w hole country  is open to you w ithou t any 
need  for a trail, you can go anyw here. W hen you pu ll into a strange village by 
dog  team  the w hole com m unity  w elcom es you w ith  hospitality  and 
friendship  w hereas strangers arriv ing  by  snow m achine or airplane are often 
m ore or less ignored. The dogs have given m e com m on ground  on w hich to 
b u ild  m uch  treasured  friendships am ongst the native com m unities in  N W  
Alaska.
To begin  w ith  m y enjoym ent of the actual dogs and  m ush ing  w as secondary. 
But after a year or tw o of living and  traveling w ith  dogs m y adm iration.
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respect an d  love for them  h ad  grow n to w here  the greatest p leasure for m e 
w as ju st w ork ing  w ith  the dogs. I u sed  to w atch the scenery and hard ly  
glance at the dogs unless they faltered, now  I have to force m yself to take m y 
eyes off the dogs to look around.
O ne of the greatest rew ards is starting  w ith  a w ild  pack of unruly , 
en thusiastic  pupp ies and  w atching  them  over the course of a season tu rn  into 
a solid w ork ing  unit, all the en thusiasm  is still there b u t focused on rolling 
d o w n  the trail, over the next hill, w orking as a team  w ith  m e and  each other.
I sim ply  love hav ing  m y daily  life centered around  dogs. I enjoy the daily 
rou tine  of caring for and  in teracting w ith  them. I even like to shovel shit. I'm  
h app iest w hen I 'm  w ork ing  outside and  appreciate having  som ething that 
m otivates m e to get ou t and  be active every single day. W hen the w ind  is 
how ling, the snow 's b low ing and  it's  30 below  zero I 'd  probably  pass on 
leaving the house b u t the dogs d o n 't give m e that op tion  and  once I'm  
b u n d led  u p  and  o u t the door I 'm  alw ays g lad I w ent.
A laska contains so m any  legendary  m ushers. M artin  Buser (who constantly 
w an ted  to know  w ho I w ould  share m y inform ation w ith  because M ontana is the 
hom e of his m ain com petitor, D oug Swingley) w as b o m  in Sw itzerland, b u t has 
becom e a state hero in  A laska th rough  his m any  big Id itarod  w ins and  efforts to 
p rom ote m ush ing  in Alaska. H e ow ns around  80 A laskan H uskies in Big Lake 
near A nchorage. H e is a very conscientious dog ow ner and  quite com m unity 
oriented. T hrough  his hero  status he is able to sp read  m any  social m essages such 
as vaccinations for ch ildren  and  recently began to travel a round  villages to share 
tips on how  to raise dogs to be non vicious, th rough  positive reinforcem ent and  
active stim ulation, such as w ork  and  responsibilities. "W e've begun to see that 
dog  bites, and  even fatalities w ere a trem endous problem  in Alaska villages" 
(Buser, 1995).
A lthough  there is greater public aw areness of bear attacks, statistics show  that 
dog  b ites are a m ore serious danger in the Bristol Bay area (Kelly, 1995). M artin 
w as approached  by an in jury  prevention  specialist for the Bristol Bay A rea
130
H ealth  C orporation , and  agreed tha t educating  village people w ould  be a good 
idea. M artin  is respected  for the w ay he treats his team , and  his dogs are know n 
for their gentle dem eanor.
M artin  believes tha t the m ost com m only m isunderstood  aspect of m ushing 
for the public is tha t it's  just a sport. "It's a lot m ore — it's  a lifestyle, dedicated 
to the w ell being of the d og 's  body, m ind  an d  so u l.. .every day  of the year."
A nother legendary  m usher is the father of the Id itarod, Joe R eddington, Sr. 
R eddington  hom esteaded  on the Id itarod  Trail after he cam e to A laska in June of 
1948, just to m ush  dogs. H e currently  has 300 A laskan H uskies (that's not a 
typo!) a t his Knik Kennels, and  m any  handlers and  kennel em ployees, near 
W asilla just no rth  of A nchorage. H e has h u n d red s of visitors from  all over he 
w orld  every  year.
H e stressed  that since dog  m ush ing  is a state sport in A laska, other trail users 
often give dogs the right-of-w ay. O rganized  m ush ing  activity, he said, 
cooperates w ith  local snow m obile clubs and  they give each other room  to exist 
w ith  their activity.
H e said  tha t he  has realized m any of his dream s through  m ushing. "The 
Id itarod  H istorical Trail took years to get off, so w e w ould  alw ays have a trail to 
m ush  on." In  the recent years R eddington  has created a new  race. "The Serum  
R un Relay Race is getting  the natives and  their com m unities back to m ushing  
dogs, tha t's  an  im portan t feat." Joe R eddington can talk for days abou t his 
accom plishm ents th rough  m ushing , "I have done noth ing  b u t m ushing. I have 
been  on the Id itarod  trail every  year since 1948 to now . I live it! I 've been  to 
N om e over the Id itarod  trail 21 tim es, and  now  take tourists there th rough  m y
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outfitting  business called the Id itarod  Challenge. I 've  ru n  18 Id itarod  races 
com petitively  and  p laced 5th four tim es.. .1 love m ushing!"
Leslie M arkham , a recreational m usher and  dog m assage therapist from  
Fairbanks, thinks of m ush ing  as a very  im portan t social habit. "Like any sport it 
fosters h a rd  w ork, com m itm ent, joy and  a w ay of relating to anim als and  nature 
tha t nourishes the spirit, body  and  m ind. It can help  broaden  one 's skills, 
confidence and  respect for the land  as w ell as self and  dogs. By doing and  
teaching dog  m assage I am  able to bring  people to greater consciousness of 
them selves and  their dogs." She is com m itted to im proving  people 's 
relationships w ith  their anim als. "As w ith  children, som e people abuse their 
dogs, no t just sled dogs, b u t often pets. Life is a place to learn  and w e all m ake 
m istakes, b u t it cannot be allow ed to get o u t of hand. I d o n 't think m ushing 
involves abuse anym ore so than  any o ther sport that involves animals, b u t as 
m ushers w e have to m onitor ourselves" (M arkham , 1995).
M ary Shields, also from  Fairbanks, received an aw ard  for being the "m ost 
insp iring  m usher" in 1995. M any m ushers m entioned  M ary as a m entor. She has 
w ritten  several cirticles and  books, m ostly for children, p roduced  a video and 
gives sled  dog  presen tations in the sum m er to the thousands of A laskan tourists. 
She calls herself a "u tilitarian  m usher," a lthough she has ru n  m any races 
includ ing  the Yukon quest an d  the Id itarod. She offers long cross-country trips 
for m ushers w ho  w an t to learn  from  her experience and  spend  lots of tim e on the 
trail w ith  their dogs. She is very  com m itted to the env ironm ent and  is active on 
the Boreal Forest Council and  the N o rthern  A laska E nvironm ental Center. She 
believes tha t dog  m ush ing  is com patible w ith  sustainable and  environm entally  
so u n d  o u td o o r activities. "O ne of the detrim ents to m ushers is the public 's belief
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tha t contem porary  m ushers practice Jack L ondon style m ushing, dem anding  
w h ips an d  brutality . I really enjoy seeing people learn the difference" (Shields, 
1995).
W ill Forsberg of H ealy, A laska, near Denali N ational Park, is the president of 
P.R.I.D.E., an d  his entire devotion  is reflected in tha t acronym  w hich stands for 
P rovid ing  Responsible Inform ation on  a D og's Environm ent. Will and  his wife, 
L inda, also ru n  a freighting  business transporting  clim bing gear to Mt. McKinley. 
They are also long distance racers, and  p rom ote physical fitness recreation. The 
Forsbergs ow n 28 sled dogs of a m ixed breed  of northern  dogs and hound  dogs.
Will shared  horro r stories of people w ho neglect and  abuse their dogs.
"These peop le  unfortunately  are no t the people w ho are being attacked or even 
targeted  by  the m edia or the H um ane Society. M any races require tha t race 
partic ipants are m em bers of P.R.I.D.E., and  soon w e'll ad d  a ru le  that all racing 
kennels w ill have to be P R I D E, inspected and  certified. W e have very  strict 
guidelines for dog  care and  husbandry . But, w e can 't force every person w ho 
ow ns a dog to be a m em ber. These are the people w ho need to be policed, 
targeted  an d  exposed by m edia, not ou r fine, serious m ushers w ho ru n  the 
Id itarod  w hich  does no th ing  b u t p rom ote exceptional dog care. It is ironic that 
the violators and  abusers still go unnoticed  by  the m edia, w hile the good guys 
get beat up . ...Too m any  irresponsible sled dog  ow ners in A laska allow  their 
dogs to  be  dangerous and  vicious. U ntil state health  officials get control of the 
alarm ing num ber of injuries and  deaths in  the A laskan bu sh  to children caused 
by  dogs, the m ush ing  com m unity  needs to self-police, and  educate, and  not 
encourage a resurgence of m ushing  in  those villages tha t can 't control their dogs" 
(Forsberg, 1995).
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M iki and  Julie Collins from  Lake M inchum ina, northw est of Denali N ational 
P ark  in  in terio r A laska, are w idely  know n in their state for their devotion to 
living a subsistence lifestyle in A laska's bush. These sisters are fam ous authors 
of several books depicting  their adven tu rous lifestyle as the "trapline tw ins."
They are identical tw ins, and  I w as just lucky to call ou t the right nam e w hen 
I m et Julie in O ctober of 1995 at the Fairbanks dog m usher's  sym posium . Miki 
also responded  to m y questionnaire. They said it's  okay to treat them  as a "unit." 
They apparen tly  answ er to either nam e, so m aybe I d id n 't  have it righ t after all. 
They offered m any  suggestions and  recom m endations of how  to im plem ent low- 
im pact backcountry  travel. "The environm ental im pact can be quite high, like 
tram pling  of vegetation, dogs digging, as w ell as m ushers digging firepits and 
thus changing perm afrost, sp read ing  diseases, loose dogs chasing gam e, m ushers 
cutting  tree branches for b edd ing  and  fires. M ushers can stay off delicate areas 
and  be aw are of perm afrost, and  readily  do  m uch to p reven t dam age."
Julie said  tha t no dangers in the b ush  are as scary as those in  the city, "like 
losing Julie in  the huge J.C. Penney store in  Fairbanks. O r as em barrassing as 
w hen  I d iscovered tha t w hen  I finally spot her nearby, and  w ave at her and  give 
a little shout, only to realize I 'm  w aving  and  shouting  at m y ow n reflection in a 
full-length m irror."
Their en tire  m otivation in life is to be able to continue living their lifestyles 
w ith  their curren tly  15 freight-style sled dogs, practicing trapping , hunting , 
fishing an d  "just living." They alw ays h ad  a deep  devotion  to traditional old- 
tim ers w ho  used  dogs for transporta tion , an d  w hen  they w ere teenagers and  had  
to go to school in Fairbanks, dog  m ush ing  p rov ided  a "desperate  need  for escape 
from  anti-social teenage behavior."
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Julie said  tha t they have learned abou t "com panionship , friendships, m utual 
enjoym ents, lessons of the w ilderness and  of love and  com prom ise, and  how  to 
reach goals" from  living w ith  their dogs. She said that there is nothing like 
ru n n in g  dogs to release stress an d  pressures. "A nd you learn to help each other 
out, bo th  dogs and  hum ans."
"M any m ushers tend  to be independen t and  reclusive, leaving the public in 
the d ark  an d  confused abou t issues raised by  activists. A commercial m usher 
can generate considerable revenue in an area, and  the econom ic im pact should  be 
considered  an d  appreciated. M ushers probably  have a considerably low er 
im pact on w ildlife and  w ilderness than  m achines, and  boy, are there a lot of 
m achines in A laska these days" (Collins & Collins, 1995).
Alaska Public Lands
I v isited  three p opu la r public land areas frequented  by sled dog activities to 
find o u t w hat som e of their m anagem ent approaches to sled dog use was.
From  the A nchorage d istrict of the BLM, I found  ou t tha t there are several 
trails closed to w heeled  cart bare-g round  train ing  of sled dogs. "The high 
num bers an d  resulting  congestion in terfere w ith  o ther users, an d  dog m ushing 
w ith  w heeled  carts can have h igh  environm ental im pact." D uring the "snow  
pack season" m ush ing  is allow ed alm ost everyw here. "W e get skijors, m ushers, 
hikers, everyth ing." There are frequen t com plains from  other user groups about 
poop  on the trails an d  noise, as w ell as people conflicts such as congestion at 
trailheads. The BLM arranges for m ultip le  use g roup  m eetings, w here all groups 
gather to discuss issues. "These interactive m eetings are crucial and w e do  it as 
often as once a m on th  an d  this has p roven  to be  very  successful."
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' ^ e  have  no t observed any environm ental im pacts du rin g  the snow  season, 
w ith  the exception of som e re-routes that involved tree rem oval. There m ay be 
som e possible vegetation change in high-use areas, on trails d u e  to com paction.
.. The b iggest trail conflicts com e betw een  m ushers and  moose. But, w e have 
problem s w ith  m oose in the m idd le of the city, too."
The A nchorage land  m anagers believe tha t m ushing  has a very positive 
im age, generally  speaking, in the A nchorage area. "M ajor races, and  events have 
very  positive econom ic and  social im pact. There are num erous sled dog touring 
com panies, rides, an d  race series tha t keep the com m unity  actively involved."
R andy G oodw in of the BLM office in Fairbanks also reported  high use of sled 
dog re la ted  activities in  their m anagem ent areas. O ne very  popu lar BLM 
recreational area includes cabins for overn ight use. Some of the com plaints from 
non-dog users included d irty  cabins from  dogs being inside, straw  and  dog poop 
outside the cabins from  dogs being tied u p  (picketed) overnight, and  noise from  
dogs cam ping. "Some m ushers, believe it or not, bring  entire teams into the 
cabins. This isn 't real good  and  w e do  get com plaints about sanitation." Also, he 
po in ted  o u t tha t the use of straw  can in  fact lead to the sp read  of unw anted  p lan t 
g row th  (weeds) if no t cleaned up , b u t left for spring  germ ination.
In A laska dog m ush ing  is considered a "non-m otorized surface 
transporta tion  m ethod  for trad itional activities," and  as such "shall be perm itted  
on conservation system  units, national recreation areas, and  national 
conservation areas, and  those public lands designated  as w ilderness study  areas" 
(ANILCA, 1980). "The use of dogs, as defined by A laska state laws, and  acts 
such as the A laska N ational In terests L ands C onservation  Act (ANILCA), and  in 
ou r L and  M anagem ent Plans, is though t of as a significant tradition" (G oodw in,
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1995). "M any activities involving dogs are h ighly regulated  and  health  and dog 
care is stressed. Dogs have m any values, and  are valued in Alaska. Dog 
m ush ing  contributes to racing events, trapp ing , and  recreational values. Dogs 
are also used  for search and  rescue. ... W e like to see dog team s out there. They 
help  reduce noise level. It is conceivable they can help  to im prove air quality due 
to no em issions or exhaust fum es. So, w e will rem ain open for dogs in the future. 
There is m uch  tha t can be done from  m anagem ent initiatives as well as users.
W e can p rov ide  dog  w aste d isposal sites and  containers, for exam ple, and  w e can 
enforce dog  ow ners cleaning u p  after dogs."
G oodw in  ended  by saying, "Dogs can get you ou t w hen  a snow m obile w on 't 
start, a w hole team  will never ru n  ou t of gas, they will keep you w arm  at night. 
You can alw ays ea t them  in a survival situation" (G oodw in, 1995).
Denali N ational Park, established in 1917, also allows sled dog use. In fact, 
Denali N ational P ark  continues over 60 years of trad ition  by using  sled dogs for 
backcountry  w inter park  ranger patrols, as w ell as for public dem onstrations. 
"The dog  team s p rov ide  safe and  unobtrusive m eans of transportation  into the 
w ilderness park" (Kogl, 1995). dog team s are used  in the park  for a variety  of 
reasons. O ften patrols are to contact w in ter users in  backcountry  areas or to 
deter hun ters and  trappers from  illegal activities. "The dogs are used  to haul 
m aintenance and  em ergency supplies to o u r rem ote patrol cabins. They also 
p rov ide qu iet transporta tion  for our biologists to reach Dali sheep, caribou, 
m oose o r w olves tha t they m onitor" (Kogl, 1995).
D enali N .P. has a Subsistence M anagem ent P lan w h ereunder ANILCA dog 
team s are considered  traditional and  au tho rized  m eans of access in  Denali 
N ational Park.
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Sandy Kogl, the acting superin tenden t responded  that the p ark  receives 
m odera te  to h igh  use by  dog team s other than  the park  teams. O ne interesting 
p o in t tha t she b rough t u p  w as the possibility of dogs both  enhancing the 
w ilderness values for som e users as w ell as im posing on others. 'W e  get people 
w ho com e in here claim ing they have seen tracks of entire w olf packs. A lthough 
this is n o t an  im possibility, it is d isappo in ting  to them  to find  ou t that they m ore 
than  likely saw  tracks after a dog team. .. .O thers really appreciate the esthetics 
and  m agic of seeing a dog team  w ith  M ount M cKinley as a backdrop. This is a 
strong trad ition  w e are talking about here" (Kogl, 1995).
For the defin ition of "traditional" Denali N.P. relies on  the following:
T radition  is the process of h and ing  dow n inform ation, opinions, beliefs, and  
custom s by  w ord  of m ou th  or by  exam ple. It is an  inherited  or established 
w ay  of th inking, feeling or doing; a cultural feature preserved or evolved 
from  the past; usage o r custom  rooted  in  the past as a practice of the totality 
of beliefs an d  practices no t derived  directly from  the Bible. It is cultural 
continuity  em bodied  in  a m assive com plex of evolving social attitudes and 
beliefs, conventions an d  institu tions rooted in the experience on the past and 
exerting an orienting  and  norm al influence on  the present. (USDI-NPS, 1986).
There is no  dou b t in m y m ind, after talking and  read ing  responses from  both
m ushers and  land  m anagers, that in A laska dog m ushing  is synonym ous w ith
trad ition  in their vocabulary.
APPENDIX B 
BA CK G RO U N D
The First Dogs
In  h is d issertation  on 'T h e  Inu it Dog: Its provenance, environm ent and 
history," K enneth M acRury (1991) presents som e docum ented  schools of thought 
on the origins of the dom estic canine. Clutton-Brock (1984) theorized that 
tow ard  the end  (ca: 15,000 BP) of the last Ice Age (W isconsin) the w olf (Canis 
lupus) w as the dom inan t social p redator. The ethologist M.W. Fox (1974) refers 
to num erous studies on com parative behavior patterns of w ild  canines that 
indicate only  the w olf has a social structu re  com plex and  sophisticated enough to 
allow  its dom estication and  acceptance by  hum an  society. O n the o ther hand, 
M acRury, points out, w olves are know n to in terbreed  w ith  jackals and coyotes 
and  p ro d u c t fertile offspring. This indicates the possibility of the dom estic dog, 
w hile hav ing  the w olf as its m ain  progenitor, m ay also have evolved partly  from  
jackals and  coyotes.
C lutton-Brock (1984), on the o ther hand , believed there is no conclusive 
evidence to prove tha t all dom estic dogs are descended from  a single ancestor 
w hile genetic, behavioral and  anatom ical evidence indicate tha t all dogs are 
descended from  w h at m u st have been num erous dom estications of various 
subspecies of the wolf. It is likely, they w rite, that the sm all w estern Asiatic wolf 
(C. lupus arabs) w as the p rogenitor of m ost E uropean and  Asiatic dogs w ith  the 
golden jackal (C. aureus) perhaps in terbreed ing  periodically w ith  som e of the 
dogs tha t m igrated  so u thw ard  to Africa at a relatively LATER period. The 
C hinese w olf (C. lupus chanco) w as probably  the ancestor of early C hinese dogs, 
w hile  the N o rth  A m erican w olf w as the m ain p rogenitor of the Inuit dogs.
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Ever since I w as a young, very  dog insp ired  child, I have im agined how  the 
first dogs cam e to being "m an 's best friend." All I can theorize is that there w as a 
strong  reason  w hy  hum ans and  canines team ed up.
A  sm all uncivilized g roup  of unclo thed  people m ade its w ay through a tall 
grass plain . They w ere hunters, yet they w ere also the hunted . These people had  
instincts m uch m ore keen than  our m odern  cyberspace sense can allow  for. Their 
senses m ay have w arned  them  of a saber toothed tiger stalking the perim eter of 
their little camp. Perhaps this p red a to r w as in search of the little child w ho 's cry 
triggers the cat's d rive in  the darkness.
Let's assum e that there w as a tim e prior to the above scenario, w hen our 
p reh u m an  ancestors dw elt in an arboreal environm ent. Rod N ash describes in 
Wilderness and The American M ind, how  these p rehum ans gradually  left the 
prim eval forest about fifteen m illion years ago, an d  began to adap t to life on  the 
plains an d  grasslands (Nash, 1982). It appears that clim atic changes and  fire 
began to reduce forest areas in  C entral Africa an d  other seedbeds of m an. 
A dap ting  to the open, spacious environm ents, N ash  suggests that these people 
developed  rem arkable visual ability. In p a rt this com pensated for the superior 
sense of sm ell and  hearing  and  the speed, size and  strength  of other animals. 
Sight, height, light and  openness m eant security. Early m an feared the n ight for 
the sam e reason th a t m ade her fear the dense covered and  dark  forest (which 
N ash  refers to as the "classic w ilderness").
W ith  the setting  of the sun , pow erfu l p redato rs w ith  keen senses of hearing 
and  sm ell began their h u n ts  w hile m an sought the protection of fire. A t night, 
w ith  the security  of vision gone, the darkness becam e terrifying. It is in p art this
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experience tha t left its m ark  on the though t and  behavior of m odern m an, and as 
N ash  po in ts  ou t, probably  created the concept of w ilderness.
I believe tha t it w as conditions such as those no ted  above that b rough t about 
the dom estication of the dog. Back to ou r little g roup  of uncivilized people w ho 
m ade a cam p on the tall grass plain. There w as another creature w ith  m uch 
keener senses than these people, follow ing the little band  from  cam p to camp. 
These canine creatures w ou ld  su rro u n d  the cam p at n igh t at a safe distance from 
the light of the fire. Perhaps in the beginning the people w ere frightened of these 
golden jackals. H ow ever, sooner or la ter the people figured  ou t that having the 
keen sensed  canines a round  cam p saved them  the trouble of setting a hum an  
w atch. It is easy to im agine that the m igrating  bands of people started  to leave 
pieces of m eat beh ind  for the jackals, to keep them  aro u n d  for n igh t safety. W hat 
follow ed this possible scenario w as a natu ra l progression of cause and  effect.
The people began to th row  food in the direction of the canine followers. This, in 
the truest sense, is w hat K onrad  Lorenz called an epoch m aking event; a useful 
anim al is in tentionally  fed by  hum ans (Trum ler, 1978).
It p robably  took several generations for these jackals to becom e tam er, and  to 
alter their behavior. But research indicates tha t hum ans an d  w ild dogs basically 
h u n ted  together. W here the h u m an  nose fails the canine tracker will detect the 
fain test deflection of a trail of b lood from  a com prom ised anim al. Prey anim als 
d isp lay  different behaviors w hen  faced w ith  an attacking canine, especially a 
w hole pack  of them , than  by hum ans. W hen a large w ild  ungu late  is b rough t to 
bay  by  dogs, particu lar psychological m echanism s p lay an essential role. The 
sam e anim al tha t w ill flee from  the h u m an  hun ter, will stay to defend itself 
against dogs. W e thrive on this phenom enon  even today. For exam ple, in
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Scandinavia it is very  com m on to h u n t m oose w ith  dogs. The prim itive spitz 
type breeds tha t are especially bred  for their rem arkable ability to track and to 
ho ld  this large ungula te  at bay  will bark  to allow  the hum an  hun ter to localize its 
prey. This allow s the hun te r to get to the site w here he or she can finish the joint 
p u rsu it by  m aking an  easier, m ore energy conserving kill w ith  their w eapon than 
the canine ever could. H aving grow n up  w ith  this sym biotic relationship w ith  
h u n tin g  dogs, for m e it is easy to u n derstand  w hy the sem i-tam e dogs of the past 
con tinued  to join the hum an  bands. Then, like now , dogs m ost likely w ere fed 
from  the fresh kills, and  so the bond  is established on m utual grounds.
Is this really  how  the tam ing of the dog w as achieved? Archeologists have 
found evidence from  the stone age of a spitz-like dog w hich show ed signs of 
dom estication by  its sm aller size, h igher age and  few er injuries than w ild canines 
from  the sam e tim e period  (Trum ler, 1978). In all probability , m igrating people 
b ro u g h t half-w ild jackals as their fellow hun ters and  w atch dogs. Even if adu lt 
hum ans back then m ay have been m ore em otionally  insensitive, it is not h ard  to 
im agine how  children an d  pupp ies w ere a natu ra l step in the further 
dom estication tha t follow ed. It is probable tha t several species of jackals and  
w olves becam e dom esticated in  different places on earth. It is quite conceivable 
tha t as the sem i-dom estic canines m igrated  north  along w ith  their hum ans, they 
b red  w ith  w ild  w olves, and  th rough  fu rther inbreeding, they also becam e the 
first different b reeds of dogs.
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What are Dog Breeds?
D og b reeds are the results of hum an  needs and  desires, coupled w ith 
genetics. P urebred  dogs have been m olded  over thousands of years through 
selective b reed ing  to satisfy h u m an  needs. For m ost of the tim e that hum ans 
selected dogs for breeds, those needs have largely been com panionship and 
labor, an d  dogs have prospered . W ithin the past century though, and  especially 
over the last 50 years and  particu larly  in the US, the m ost popu lar types have 
been b red  alm ost exclusively to look good — w ith  "good" defined by breed- 
specific standards by  the A m erican Kennel Club (AKC).
Form  has been separated  from  function. Styles com e in vogue and  go out.
The com petition a t dog  show s, w hich drives the breed  standards, is geared 
exclusively to looks. This focus on beauty  above all m eans that attractive bu t 
often unhea lthy  anim als have been  encouraged to reproduce. The resu lt is a 
national canine health  crisis from  w hich very few  purebreds have escaped 
(Goldstein, 1996).
It is a fairly speedy  process to create new  b reeds w ith  certain likable traits. It 
w ill take generations to ensure the consistency of those traits but, overall, dogs 
are qu ite easy to m an ipu la te  to p roduce m utations tha t w ill give us w hat w e 
w ant.
W e have created a trend  of b reed ing  w here  m any  dog  breeds have becom e 
survivors of the unfittest. W e have created breeds tha t have difficulties giving 
na tu ra l b irth , breeds tha t are susceptible to chronic disease and  m ental illness, 
b reeds tha t because of their physical appearance have difficulty com m unicating 
w ith  their ow n  species and  becom e susceptible to intra- and  inter-species
143
conflicts. D estructive, aggressive behaviors are often the results of dogs w ho 
cannot express their basic existence to other dogs or hum ans.
Is it really  reasonable tha t dogs are hairsprayed, beribboned, chalked, 
charcoaled, cem ented, polished  and  otherw ise tarted  up  before going in front of 
the judges to conform  w ith  the very narrow  breed  standards of physical 
perfection, ratified  by  the AKC? Biologically, this is p lay ing  a very dangerous 
gam e. For one thing, the characteristics that the judges and  AKC have decreed to 
be  b reed  specific can them selves be dangerous for the anim al's health. The huge 
heads on  English bulldogs m ake it very difficult for them  to be born  naturally , 
for exam ple, or the w rink led  skin on Shar-peis sets them  u p  for congenital 
infections of the hair follicles. The m ost popu lar breed  in the nation, the 
L abrador, is p rone  to bone disease tha t causes dw arfism , to retinal degeneration 
tha t leads to b lindness, to hem ophilia and  to h ip  dysplasia. Collies often get 
epilepsy. G reat Danes have a body  tha t is too large for its over-w orked heart. 
M any suffer from  bone cancer as well. G erm an Shepherds w ith  the AKC 
stan d ard  of low  sloping h in d  legs are notorious for h ip  dysplasia — a true 
w orking  breed, no t even considered a herd ing  dog in the US. H ereditary  
deafness affects 30% of D alm atians. Bleeding disorders are found in Scottish 
terriers an d  D oberm an Pinchers. G olden Retrievers contract crippling 
dysplasias, as w ell as lym phatic cancer, m uscular dystrophy  and  skin allergies. 
Cocker spaniels w ith  their long ears develop  serious and  chronic infections. 
H ernias an d  k idney  problem s are som e of the com m on causes that m ake these 
dogs one of the m ost frequent patien ts at veterinary  clinics. Im m une deficiency, 
h ip  dysp lasia , hem ophilia  — is it really  reasonable to focus on pedigrees and  
beau ty  pagean ts ra ther than  canine w ell being?
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M any m ushers w ho ow n the indefatigable A laskan husky do not w an t their 
sled dog  b reed  to be  recognized as a breed  by AKC. For the sam e reason, the US 
Border collie club is v igorously  resisting AKC efforts to add  border collies to the 
137 breeds it form ally recognizes. M any border collie ow ners and breeders are 
convinced tha t AKC recognition w ould  create p ressure to breed  to the dogs for 
their looks a t the inevitable expense of their w ork  ethic, intelligence and  herding  
instincts. ''W e are concerned tha t the w orking  ability of ou r dogs w ou ld  be 
com pletely lost" (Hoe, 1995 verbatim ).
What are Sled Dogs
They are stu rdy , m agnificent anim als. There m ay be larger dogs than these, 
there m ay be handsom er dogs; b u t I d oub t it. O ther dogs m ay w ork  as well 
or travel as fast an d  far w hen  fully fed; b u t there is no dog in the w orld  that 
can w ork  so long in  the low est tem peratures on practically nothing to eat.
Robert Peary, 1910
H isto ry 's  first actual records on the use of sled dogs in Siberia appear in 
A rabian litera tu re  of the ten th  century; in w ritings of M arco Polo in the thirteenth 
century, an d  of Francesco da Kollo in  the sixteenth century. Recent research 
indicates tha t nom adic tribes no rth  of Lake Baikal, in south  central Siberia, w ere 
the first to hitch a dog  to a sled, approxim ately  four thousand  years ago 
(C oppinger, 1987). O ver tim e the art of d riv ing  sled dogs becam e a perfected 
skill w ith  the people know n as the Sam oyed and the Chukchi. These Siberian 
tribes u sed  their dogs as guards, hunters, reindeer herders, com panions, pets and  
sled dogs. It w as the C hukchi people w ho w ere the first to depend  seriously on 
the ability of their dogs to pu ll heavy loads for long distances (C oppinger, 1987). 
A  R ussian  scholar w ro te that "clim atic changes and  displacem ent of the Chukchi 
peop le  by  a m ore pow erfu l people from  the South com bined to force the Chukchi
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to base their econom y on sled dog  transporta tion  in o rd er to survive." They 
needed  speedy  and  dependab le  transporta tion  to travel the long distances over 
the vast, irregu lar tu n d ra  and  ice shelf (Coppinger, 1987).
By 1800 B.C. there w ere Inuits on the A laskan shore of the Arctic Ocean.
There is evidence th a t they used  sled dogs to pull toboggans, using three to four 
dogs harnessed  in a tandem  hitch, one behind  the other. The renow ned 
N orw eg ian  explorer, Fridtjof N ansen, observed N orth  A m erican Eskimos 
approxim ately  37 centuries later, using  m any of the sam e techniques and 
equipm ent.
The orig inal sled dog  w as basically a hunter, descended perhaps from 
dom estic dogs from  sou thern  latitudes, dogs that h ad  accom panied their 
m igrating  hu n tin g  m asters no rth  m any, m any generations earlier. The dogs that 
su rv ived  in  the rigorous clim ate of Siberia w ere large, thick coated, and  wolf-like, 
the ancestors of today 's  no rthern  breeds. Their ears w ere short, to m inim ize heat 
loss, and  filled w ith  soft, insu lating  hair. The pads on their feet w ere tough, to 
w ith stand  the miles of tracking an d  hun ting  on frozen, jagged terrain (MacRury, 
1991).
Sled Dog Breeds
T oday 's sled dogs include a variety  of dog breeds. A lthough the vast 
m ajority  of sled dogs are of no rthern  heritage any dog that enjoys pu lling  and 
ru n n in g  can be a sled dog.
The Siberian H usky , orig inating  in the K am chatka Peninsula region of Siberia 
is an  ancient breed, and  w as developed over centuries by  the C hukchi people as 
a sled dog. They w ere  first im ported  from  Siberia to A laska by  a Russian trader 
in  1909, specifically to race, and  m ade a nam e for them selves th rough  the
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infam ous dog  driver L eonard  Seppala w ho 's  lead dogs, Togo and Balto, gave the 
S iberian H u sk y  hero  status.
The Siberian H usky  is a m ed ium  sized dog w eighing from  35 to 60 pounds, 
fem ales usually  being sm aller than  the m ales. They com e in all colors, from  solid 
black to p u re  w hite  and  can have any color eyes. Their coat is thick and  double; 
a dow ny, thick undercoa t and  m ed ium  length  over coat w ith  guard  hairs that 
shed snow , ice and  rain. They have very  tough feet w ith  thick pads, designed by 
na tu re  to travel over snow  an d  ice for g reat distances (Jennings, 1992). There are 
at least tw o k inds of Siberian H uskies tha t are used  as sled dogs. The show -type 
Siberians tha t often are bough t as pets is less com m on on the sled dog circuit 
than the racing type Siberian. There are sled dog kennels w ho raise Siberian 
H uskies as a w ork ing  dog  only, and  will no t sell dogs to becom e show  dogs 
because they w ish  to p reserve the w orking  ability in the breed , and  to em phasize 
their looks as is the case w ith  show  dogs.
The A laskan M alam ute is a large b reed  indigenous to Alaska. An Inuit tribe, 
the M ahlem utes, u sed  this dog as a d raft anim al for freighting gam e and  supplies 
over the tundra. They are a substantial dog, w ith  deep  chests and heavy double 
coats. They typically w eigh anyw here from  70 to 90 pounds. M alam utes have 
light to dark  b row n  eyes and  their coats range from  a light gray  to black w ith  
w hite  legs and  bellies (Riddle & H arris, 1990). This is the type of sled dog that 
the general public im agines w hen  asked about sled dogs: large, husky  and  
strong. This b reed  has also becom e a pop u la r pe t and  show  dog. Purists of the 
greed strugg le  to keep the M alam ute a w orking  breed. D ue to its size and  
ana tom y they  are a slow  breed  that travels com fortably at four to six m iles per
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hour. There are few  races tha t involve the M alam ute, b u t the breed excels at 
freighting , packing and  w eight pulling.
The Sam oyed, nam ed  for the tribe from  northeastern  Siberia, is a solid w hite 
dog w ith  d a rk  brow n eyes and  black nose. The b reed  w as developed isolated 
from  ou tside  influences, hence the relative dissim ilarities to other Arctic breeds. 
They are a m edium -sized  dog, w eighing 35 to 60 pounds, w ith  a double coat. A 
very  p o p u la r breed  on  the show  dog circuit, and  pop u la r w ith  m any recreational 
m ushers, it has becom e a rarity  to see the Sam oyed as a racing sled dog.
The G reenland  H usky, also know n as the Eskim o dog, is no t an AKC 
recognized breed  in  the USA. A very  prim itive breed, the G reenland has becom e 
the m ost pop u la r dog on expeditions involving sled dogs. "Strong body, strong 
head  and  a deep instinct to pull, coupled w ith  the very  w ater efficient and  energy 
efficient physio logy of this dog  m akes the G reenland the m ost reliable m ode for 
po lar travel" (M acRury, 1991). The G reenland H usky  can w eigh anyw here from  
50 to over 100 pounds. Their coats can be short, m edium  or long, bu t are always 
double and  very  thick.
The A laskan H usky, a dog  developed over the last 40 years specifically for 
sled dog  com petition, is a b lend  of breeds tha t often include very  fast hound  
dogs, and  double coated dogs such as the Siberian H usky, M alam ute, Sam oyed, 
G reenlanders and  native village dogs. A laska H uskies can be any color and  their 
coats vary  in length  and  texture, depend ing  on w here they live and  their 
ancestry. A laskan H uskies can have any eye color — blue, brow n, am ber, one 
b lue an d  one brow n, or even slit colors in one eye. They come in all sizes. There 
are sm all sp rin t dogs w eighing no m ore than 35 pounds, and  there are large 
fre igh t type A laskans, descendants of old-tim e trap line and  freighting team s.
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w eigh ing  over 70 pounds. The A laskan H usky  is probably  the best all around  
sled  dog, w hose com bination of speed, endurance and  natu ra l drive m akes it by 
far the m ost successful and  popu lar type of sled dog for racing as w ell as other 
w ork. It is no t an officially recognized breed  because the strains are so varied 
and  versatile. These dogs are b red  for perform ance not for looks. Because of 
their d iverse background, a w ide variation  is the ru le  m ore than the exception in 
the breed  and  som etim es even w ith in  a litter. Basically, the polygenetic A laska 
H usky  is a glorified m utt. D ecades of b reeding and  selection specifically for 
harness w ork  have elim inated  m any undesirab le  traits, such as poor feet, poor 
stam ina, and  o ther w eaknesses. There are a few  b lood lines of the racing Siberian 
H uskies tha t are fast enough  to be com petitive w ith  the A laskan H usky. Dr. 
A rleigh R eynolds of Cornell U niversity  V eterinary School calls the A laskan 
H usky  the greatest ath lete in  the w orld. A ccording to Reynolds, a team  of 20 
A laskan huskies can pu ll a 200-pound sled at 20 miles per hou r for an hour and  a 
half w ith o u t flagging. A t a relaxed nine m iles per hou r they will pull the sam e 
load for 12 hours a day, then  com e back and  do it again the next day, and  the 
next, an d  the next. By com parison, a top racing g reyhound  can run  35 m ph  for 
about three-fifths of a m ile before it is spent, and  m ight take 10 days to 
recupera te  before it can race again. A cheetah can reach 65 m ph, b u t tires after a 
few  seconds. E ndurance horses can cover 100 m iles in five or six hours, b u t not 
for days on  end. A nd  h u m an  u ltra-m arathon  runners certainly a ren 't anxious to 
d rag  loads.
S tarting o u t as a random ly  bred  dog, there are now  several established blood 
lines of A laskan huskies that carry genetic b luep rin ts from  a m ultitude  of breeds.
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S trength , skill, a ttitude, and  intelligence are som e of the characteristics that 
responsib le breeders look for. Serious breeders keep careful bloodline records.
A fter the K londike gold ru sh  in 1896 w hite A laskan settlers took up  sled dog 
racing as a pastim e. M any found tha t the A laskan m alam ute and the village 
dogs b red  to hau l heavy cargo d id  no t have the necessary speed to m ake a race 
in teresting. So in 1906 racing enthusiasts began im porting  Siberian huskies, a 
sm aller faster b reed  developed  by  the C hukchi people on the other side of the 
Bering Strait. The Siberian huskies w ere soon w inning  races, and  in 1925 they 
m ad e  w orld  headlines w hen  relay team s of the dogs sprin ted  674 miles in five 
days from  N enana to N om e, Alaska, on the Bering Sea coast, w ith a life-saving 
serum  to end  a d iph theria  epidem ic — the founding  event of today 's Id itarod  
race (Cellura, 1990).
A lw ays eager to ad d  m ore speed and  endurance to im prove the capacity of 
their dogs, race enthusiasts b red  Siberian huskies w ith  Saluki and  G reyhound for 
speed, an d  L abrador retrievers for lung  capacity and  intelligence, am ong other 
breeds. The dogs becam e know n as A laskan huskies. Breeders still m ix in  new  
breeds into the A laskan husky, be it Border Collie, Blue tick h ound , or A ustralian 
Dingo. M any believe tha t m ixed breeds have few er health  problem s than  the 
purebreds.
Sled dogs are team  dogs. In this role, they share som e of the natural 
characteristics of their w ilderness equivalen t — the wolf. In an educational video 
tape p ro d u ced  by the A laska ASPCA, H um ane Society and  the Id itarod  Trail 
C om m ittee, the A laskan sled dog and  the w olf are com pared: both  are high 
sp irited , good tem pered , gentle and  affectionate w ith  pack m em bers. In this 
v ideo  tape veterinarians and  dog drivers describe the character of the sled dog
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w ith  th a t of the wolf. The w olf follows herds of caribou on m igration exceeding 
w ell over a 1,000 m iles. Like the w olf pack, the dog team s conserve energy w ith  
a n a tu ra l sustained  trot. If dogs w ere re tu rned  to the w ild, one could reasonably 
conclude th a t they w ou ld  be constantly  on the m ove. The m obile w olf has less 
speed  an d  endurance than  the trained  A laskan husky. It is no t unusua l for a 
pack of w olves to be on the m ove, follow ing gam e, or tracking trails for eight 
hours straight. They can easily travel for a 100 miles or m ore in a day.
Som etim es du rin g  the actual h u n t they are sp rin ting  at 30 m iles per hour!
You can only d raw  a b road  com parison betw een a w ild  anim al and  one that 
has been dom esticated for thousands of years. But it is reasonable to consider 
tha t the characteristics inheren t in the w olf w ould  be w ith in  the capability and  
the n a tu re  of the A laskan husky. The ability of the dogs to ru n  is p a rt of their 
physical m akeup. 'T h e  sled dogs' desire to ru n  and  to travel extensively is 
obvious to anyone w ho  has dedicated  their tim e to traveling w ith  them . In their 
com m itm ent to a lifestyle w ith  sled dogs, the m ushers close the gap betw een 
prom ise an d  perform ance in the dog. The desire to be p art of a pulling, runn ing  
team  is as m uch  a p a rt of the husky  as herd ing  is to a Border Collie" (TTC, 1995).
What is Dog Sledding or Mushing?
Dog team s today  have three basic uses: recreation, racing and  w orking. There 
are several d ifferent w ays to use sled dogs. U sually  dog  sledding  or m ush ing  is 
d iv ided  in to  tw o m ain  categories: trad itional m ushing , also called A lasnak, or 
classic N o rth  A m erican style, in ternationally  referred  to as N om e-style m ushing. 
This is the m ost com m on style of m ush ing  in the US, w here several dogs, often 
rang ing  from  three to 24, are hooked u p  in  tandem  hitch in  front of a sled. The 
dog  driver, or m usher, rides the runners of the sled and  controls the dog  team  by
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voice com m ands. The sled can be physically m anipu la ted  w ith  shifting body 
w eight, an d  often the m usher w orks w ith  the team  by  runn ing , pedd ling  or 
push ing . M any o ther creative w ays of assisting the dogs are used  as well.
W ith in  this category tw o types of racing occur: sp rin t and  distance. The sleds 
and  dogs in  sprin t racing are typically sm aller, lighter and  faster than in distance 
racing. S prin t dogs m ust be fast and  tough m inded  to be able to run  at peak 
speed  w hich  can approach  30 miles per hour for the shorter distances. In sp rin t 
racing  there are lim ited races w ith  a lim ited num ber of miles and  dogs. U sually  
3-, 4-, 6-, 8- and  10-dog team s are raced in separate classes an d  the m ost com m on 
distances are 3-10 nailes (Flanders, 1989). The unlim ited  races have dog team s no 
less than  seven, usually  12 to 16, rarely  over 20 dogs h itched u p  and they often 
ru n  over several days in  heats of 10 to 20 p lus miles. Each category of speed 
racing has its ow n heroes represen ted  in the dogs and  the dog  drivers. Few have 
becom e legends locally, reg ionally  and  internationally. Sprint racing has 
dom inated  the sled dog racing circuit in popu larity  for m any years, especially 
internationally . T raditionally , in  A laska if there w as m ore than  one dog team  
existing in the sam e native village there w ou ld  be a race to see w ho h ad  the 
fastest dogs. There are only a few  sp rin t races in M ontana every year.
D istance racing is younger as a com petitive event, b u t is becom ing 
increasingly dom inan t in the m edia and  has grow n in popu larity  am ong 
m ushers. D istance racing is in tu rn  d iv ided  in to  m idd le  distance and  long 
d istance events. M id-distance races are usually  25 to 100 m iles long. Team s of 
six to fourteen  dogs are run , depend ing  u p o n  the class. These dogs are trained  a 
little d ifferently  and  w ill usually  pace them selves to average 8 to 12 m iles per 
h o u r over the entire course. H ow ever, there are m id-distance races w here the
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dogs w ill ru n  at full speed, in a loop, at 22 miles per hour for u p  to th irty  miles at 
a tim e. It is h a rd  to establish average speeds for any sled dog  event. As breeding 
resu lts an d  train ing  m ethods im prove from  year to year the speeds are 
challenged constantly.
The real long d istance m arathon  races are entirely  different than sp rin t races. 
A team  travels from  p o in t A to po in t Z. There are m andato ry  stops and  layover 
w ith  food d rops or assisting dog handlers at the different check points. The 
team s w ill travel a t anyw here from  6 miles per hou r to 16 miles per hour 
d ep en d in g  on trail conditions, w eather and  a m ultitude of different factors. The 
team s w ill travel for days w ith  the dogs covering an average of 100 m iles per day  
m ostly  a t a tro tting  pace. Even in this category of m ushing  the speeds are 
increasing. The 1,049-mile A laskan Id itarod  sled dog race can be ru n  in less than 
10 days. M ontana has several m idd le d istance and  one long distance race, and  
recently  developed  a stage race event.
Stage races have becom e increasingly p opu la r as both  a spectator friendly and 
dog friendly  event. O ver the course of several days team s ru n  stages of 30 to 80 
m iles accum ulating  tim e for a final total best time. Dogs and  dog drivers spend  
the n ights resting  in hotels or w ith  host families. This is the low  im pact style of 
distance m ushing.
The second m ain category of dog sledding  is called N ordic m ushing. This 
style of dog  d riv ing  w as developed  in northern  Scandinavia, an d  involves a skier 
hooked  u p  either directly  to one or several dogs, in w hich case it is called 
"skijoring," or to a sm all sled called a "pu lk" or a "pulka" w hich in  tu rn  is 
p u lled  b y  one or several dogs. This is call "pu lka driving." The first races of 
N ord ic  m ush ing  w ere held  in Scandinavia d u rin g  the 1930s, after the m ilitary
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h ad  determ ined  dog  driv ing  to be an efficient m ode of w in ter traveling (H onne & 
N ilsen, 1986). In E urope a variety  of breeds are used  for N ord ic m ushing. M any 
fam ilies enjoy this activity for w in ter cam ping. The G erm an Shepherd  is the 
b reed  th a t has been u sed  m ost extensively besides the no rthern  breeds for 
backcountry  and  cross-country snow  travel. The m ost pop u la r b reeds for racing 
pulka-sty le sp rin t events include the speedy h ound  dogs, m ostly  G erm an 
Shorthairs an d  Pointers. H ow ever, the A laskan H usky  has entered  the European 
scene in the last five years and  is becom ing very  popu lar for its versatility  
w orldw ide.
The m od ern  day  version of w eight pulling  for dogs has its roots in old 
trad itions of gold m iners an d  trappers show ing off their freight dog 's strength. 
M ost w eigh t pu lls are conducted  according to rules established by the 
In ternational Sled Dog Racing A ssociation (ISDRA). U nder strict guidelines and 
regulations, the dog  has only  one m inute in  w hich to m ake the pull. Puppies 
(dogs u n d er one year) are no t allow ed to com pete; there is no coercion or baiting 
involved; the cargo need  only  be m oved  sixteen feet. Thanks to m odern  day  
harnesses and  in ternational rules, this historically rough  activity is gaining new  
recognition on  the sled dog  circuit (ISDRA, 1995).
What makes dogs run?
It is rare  that the dogs m ake m istakes, it is usually  the driver w ho is the 
w eakest link in a team. Dogs ru n  instinctively; how  they ru n  is a p ro d u ct of how  
they are tra ined  and  treated. If they are trained  and  treated  well they will ru n  in 
perfect harm ony , w hich, in m y opinion, p rov ides the greatest satisfaction of 
ru n n in g  dogs.
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The tra in ing  of m ost sled dogs begins at an early  age, w hile dogs are m ost 
recep tive to  discipline and  eager to learn. N o t all sled dog b reeds tu rn  ou t to 
have w h a t it takes to be a sled dog. G ranted  m ost dog breeds enjoy ru n n in g  and 
usua lly  have a natu ra l ability to pull. In fact, w e usually  have to teach our pet 
dogs n o t to pull. M any non-sled dog breeds tu rn  o u t to be good sled dogs, at 
least at recreational levels.
Selection for the best traits on a perform ance basis is the sole criteria for the 
w ork ing  H usky. But, even w ith  a breed  form ulated  strictly by  a perform ance 
criteria there are no guarantees that the dog w ill pull. It takes a certain drive, 
a ttitude  an d  instinct to m ake a good sled dog. Seasoned m ushers and  breeders 
have their ow n in tu itions and  an  eye for seeing those qualities in a young  dog.
M any sled dogs are bo rn  w ith  a strong drive to pull and  run , tha t's  w hat 
m akes them  good sled dogs. But there is still m uch  to learn  for a young  dog.
The b iggest h u rd le  in  the dog 's education  is teaching the p u p  how  to learn. W ith 
m y sled dogs this begins before they ever see a harness, and  continues 
th roughou t the dog 's life. The m ore basic discipline and  fun  tricks the dog  learns 
the better rap p o rt w ill develop betw een you and  the dog. A confident, well 
ad justed  dog  is m uch  easier to w ork  w ith  and  will ad ap t to new  situations easily. 
This w ill be helpful w hether you are raising a sled dog for recreation or for 
racing.
Persuasion , no t force, is the key. Firm ness and  patience will do  aw ay w ith  the 
need  to use force. O nce h u m an  and  dog are w orking  as a team , and  the dog 
realizes w h a t learn ing is all about, there is no th ing  you can 't accom plish as a 
team .
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A m u sh er needs to know  w h at he or she is w orking  tow ard. Dogs have an 
am azing  ability  to leam  from  us, the trick is not to expect too m uch from  the 
dogs. G eorge A ttla, an A laskan sp rin t racing legend, once said, d o n 't expect 
perfection  all the time. A fter all, they are only dogs (W right, 1995).
Training and conditioning
Patience and  p roper discipline are the m ost im portan t factors in dog training. 
A  soft dog  w ill need just a "no" or a grow l w hen  it's done som ething w rong. A 
tough , headstrong  dog  m ay need  a shake-up. A soft dog can be ru ined  by too 
harsh  discipline, w hile a tough  dog will never com e u n d er control un til the 
trainer uses a firm  h an d  and  voice. This is w here w h at w e know  intuitively  and 
w h a t w e know  rationally  about dog training is w h at separates the good dog 
trainer from  the average m usher. A good dog trainer m ust rem ain perceptive 
and  open  m inded , w illing to accept and  appreciate individuality . The trainer 
m ust pay  atten tion  to the ind iv idual dog 's  developm ent, grow th and  change.
In the early  stages of sled dog training it is im portan t n o t to ask too m uch 
from  a young  dog, an d  to keep it all fun for the young  puppies. Dog trainers 
have to rem ind  them selves tha t even though  the young dogs w an t to ru n  and  
pu ll their hearts out, they are too young  to control o r ask too m uch responsibility  
from . If the dog trainer scolds and  discourages the young  dog from  bark ing  and 
jum ping  ou t of excitem ent, they m ay very well ru in  the dog.
The best train ing  for any dog  is to m ake it easy for them  to do things right, 
an d  difficult for them  to do  things w rong. W hen I train  young  dogs w ith  m y old 
seasoned veterans, I hook them  u p  to the team  last, so tha t I avoid  any 
o p p o rtu n ity  for them  to chew  on traces, lines and  harnesses. Som ething I w ish  
for all m ushers and  pet dog ow ners alike is if w e becom e frustra ted  and  angry
156
w ith  o u r dogs to STOP training! W e should  never discipline w hen our tem per is 
boiling. D iscipline w ou ld  be a w ay  of catching the dog 's attention, w e d o n 't 
w an t them  to becom e afraid of us. To m e, the key is to b ring  the dog along on 
trips an d  w alks early  and  to bond  w ith  it. I like to look for opportun ities to 
expose the young  dog  to different life scenarios. D epending on w hat role the 
dog  w ill p lay  on the sled dog team , there are varying levels of responsibilities.
For a lead  dog, there are a lot of com m ands and  concepts to learn. But, if the 
m ushers has tra ined  the dog  to becom e a confident m em ber of the team , there are 
very  few  lim its to w h a t a dog can accom plish. It is im portan t and w ise to 
rem em ber tha t young dogs learn m uch m ore and  m uch faster from  other dogs 
than  from  hum ans. From  a seasoned ad u lt they will learn how  to react to 
d istractions, com m ands and  trail conditions.
M any dog  trainers differentiate betw een training and  conditioning. W e use 
the concept of conditioning to m ean the physical and  athletic build ing  of the 
body, and  train ing  to m ean teaching a dog to do  som ething. H ow ever, both 
train ing  and  conditioning utilize m any of the sam e procedures. As dogs are 
conditioned they also acquire a great deal of training.
In add ition  to learn ing  to go in the righ t direction, and  only w hen told, pups 
are also taugh t m anners of a w ell-behaved sled dog: no line-chew ing and  no 
fighting. Each dog 's abilities are carefully assessed by the trainer. The fast, quick 
learn ing  dog  tha t w atches every m ove you  m ake, and  show s signs of w anting  to 
ru n  u p  fron t of the pack, m ay be a potential leader. L earning the com m ands and  
responses for "gee" and  "haw " (go righ t and  go left) is not m uch  m ore 
com plicated than  learn ing  w hen  to sit or stay for a dog. H ow ever, a leader m ust 
no t only  b e able to learn  w hat, how  and  w hen  the d river w ants him  or her to do
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som ething , b u t also be w illing and  anxious to take charge and  m ake responsible 
decisions for the w hole team . O ther m em bers of the g roup  m ay not desire tha t 
responsib ility  and  w ill m ake excellent su p p o rt dogs in the team . Swing dogs or 
po in t dogs are the dogs w ho ru n  righ t beh ind  the leaders. They, too, m ust be 
w illing  to help  set the pace and  tu rn  the team  around  w hen  needed. A nd a 
w heel dog, for exam ple, runs righ t in front of the sled, and  has to be strong and 
tough  enough  to help  pu ll the sled around  com ers. To com plete a w hole team, 
you  also need  dogs to be regular team  dogs w ho contribute in strength, speed, 
m otivation  and  som e level of control.
O ther com m ands useful, if no t necessary, to fam iliarize the entire team  and 
especially the leaders w ith  are w hoa (stop), h ike-up or get-up (go faster), get 
ahead  (line o u t the team  an d  hold  them  still), easy (go slower), EASY!! (this not- 
so-calm  com m and is often used  on very  fast icy a n d /o r  steep trails, under 
uncontro llab le conditions, du rin g  w hich the m usher hum bly  realizes that he or 
she has w ay  too m any  dogs hooked up).
In train ing , it is the d river 's  job to instill discipline and  create positive 
team w ork  w here  disagreem ents and  conflicts can be w orked  out. The team  and 
d river develop  a close, trusting  relationship  because of the am ount of tim e they 
spend  together. There is no  substitu te  for experience. The m ore challenges you 
go th rough  w ith  your dogs, and  the m ore successful you becom e, the better you 
get to know  each o ther and  the closer you  becom e to your dogs. M ost train ing 
an d  conditioning occur sim ultaneously  as dogs' bodies and  m inds are m olded 
in to  a good  dog  team . Being able to p u t it all together on the trail is w h at m akes 
you  p a rt of a good team.
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"The basis for all dog  train ing  depends on bu ild ing  from  sim ple to complex, 
from  th a t w hich seem s easy to accom plish to tha t w hich is difficult to 
accom plish, from  tha t w hich is probably  to occur to that w hich w ould  ordinarily  
be im probable. A ny trainable task can be m ost successfully approached  and 
m ost easily  u nderstood  if this principle is kep t in  m ind" (Welch, 1990).
The Equipment
There are m any different k inds of sleds for w inter use. Sprint racing sleds can 
w eigh t less than  20 pounds, be m ade o u t of plastic an d  alum inum , P-Tex runners 
and  lashed  w ith  nylon. Then there are heavy freight sleds w eighing close to 100 
p ounds, m ade from  hickory, steel runners, bolted  or lashed w ith  raw hide. Speed 
m ushers usually  use a basket sled w hich tracks w ell on  groom ed trails, w hile 
d istance travelers often use a toboggan, equ ipped  w ith  a plastic sheet betw een 
the runners for increased flotation over deeper snow. All sleds are equ ipped  
w ith  a b rake of som e sort. M ost drivers also use a snow  hook or ice hook for 
anchoring  the team  w hen  they stop. A snub rope w hich can be tied to a tree or 
truck or o ther stationary  object is used  as additional security w hen  a team  is 
p ark ed  for a longer time.
M ushers often have one or tw o sled bags for different purposes in the basket 
of their sleds: one for big equ ipm ent and  for tired  or in jured dogs that can 
double as an  em ergency ten t for the d river if stranded  overnight, or in 
challenging w eather; an d  a sm aller bag  is usually  attached to the handle bars (or 
d riv ing  bow ) of the sled to carry  easily accessible gear such as gloves, snacks, 
extra snaps an d  lines, etc.
In the p as t dog harnesses w ere m ade from  leather and  raw hide and  could 
doub le  as em ergency food for the dogs on long expeditions, and  later they w ere
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m ad e from  cotton, b u t contem porary harnesses are quite hi-tech and  com e in 
several different styles, such as X-back and  H-back. They are often m ade from  
ny lon  w ebbing , m uch  like a hum an  climbing harness and  are p ad d ed  around  the 
neck, shou lders and  som etim es under the arm pits to p reven t chafing.
The dogs are h itched to the sled in tandem  pairs by  m eans of a central rope 
know n as a gang-line. Each dog is attached to the gang-line by  m eans of a tug- 
line a t the rear of the harness and  a neck-line from  the collar. All lines are long 
enough  to allow  free m ovem ent, enable the dogs to roll around  and  scratch 
them selves, as well as jum p over their team  m ate to sw itch sides w ith  them , b u t 
short enough  to p reven t excessive tangling.
In G reenland and  the C anad ian  Arctic, the so-called Fan H itch arrangem ent is 
often preferred . This type of hitch spreads the team  o u t from  the center of a lead 
dog  in to  a fan-shaped  m ass of dogs (Cellura, 1990).
Skijors have several choices betw een ligh t skate skis, touring, backcountry, 
and  dow nhill or telem ark skis. H ow ever, skijors can only rely on their ow n 
abilities to snow plow  for a brake. O ften a snub rope can be carried along for rest 
stops. The skijoring team  can also use a p u lk  (or pulka) to hau l equ ipm ent or a 
child in. A pu lk  is the N ord ic style toboggan, usually  pu lled  by one to three dogs 
hooked u p  betw een  stiff shafts, m uch like a horse hitch. The pu lk  is either m ade 
of fiberglass, plastic or w ood. The dog  harness is the sam e for the skijoring dog 
as for the team  dogs.
W eight pu lling  harnesses are designed  w ith  a pu ll-and  spread-bar to help 
d istribu te  the cargo w eight evenly th rough  the dog 's  body  frame.
A dog  p aw  is generally  very  tough. The pads are flexible and  resistan t to 
w ear, b u t the interstitial area of a dog foot has soft tissue and  can becom e
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irrita ted  and  injured. U nder certain conditions snow  bu ild -up  m ay occur and  
resu lt in  "snow balls" th a t can freeze and  cause irritation to the paw s. Dog 
booties are som etim es used  by long distance m ushers to p reven t w ear and 
injuries to the foot. Booties are usually  m ade from  fleece or cor d u r a-type 
m aterial. Dogs coats can be used  on dogs w hen they rest in the snow , or on dogs 
tha t have a very  short hair coat.
All te rra in  vehicles (ATVs), car chassis or w heeled training carts are usually  
used  for bare-ground  training. Just as w ith  hum an  runners, com petitive m ushers 
often focus on  "resistance train ing" in the fall, in o rder to bu ild  m uscle, before 
w ork ing  on  speed  on racing dogs. Therefore the size, w eight and  design of these 
train ing  "gigs" vary  considerably w ith  the num ber of dogs being trained  and  the 
conditions of the trails. Skijors w ith  only a lim ited num ber of dogs often use 
m oun ta in  bikes to keep their dogs in shape before snowfall.
The dog  truck is a very  essential p a rt of sled dog equipm ent. Its pu rpose is 
essentially w hat a horse trailer is for a horse — it is designed to keep dogs safe in 
case of an accident. Dogs w ho travel in a dog box (each dog has its ow n 
com partm ent) are m uch safer than  dogs that are allow ed to ride  loose inside a 
vehicle. I think of a dog box as a doggie seat belt. The ind iv idual com partm ents 
need to be b ig enough for the dog  to tu rn  around  com fortably and  stand  up , the 
size com parable to airline kennels designed  to carry traveling dogs, b u t sm all 
enough  so that the dog  can brace itself w hen  the driver m akes turns, su d d en  
stops or goes over rough  roads, just like a horse in a horse trailer. Each dog 
com partm en t should  be p rov ided  w ith  bedd ing , such as straw  or hay, in the 
w in ter to trap  the body  heat from  the dog, and  keep it w arm . The m ost com m on 
m aterial is w ood; p lyw ood  offers an inexpensive and  relatively lightw eight
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alternative to hardw oods. There should  be air holes to allow  for ventilation, yet 
the box needs to be draft free.
A good  dog  truck  is easy to load and  unload  dogs from. It should  have 
convenient hookups along the truck so tha t dogs can be "d ropped" and  fed 
a ro u n d  the truck. U sually  m ushers attach eye bolts to the bum pers or set u p  
p icket chains that ru n  along the truck side for this purpose. The truck is often a 
second hom e for m ushers and  their dog team s in the w inter. They should  be able 
to carry  dog  gear, people gear, sleds, skis, cookers and  stoves, and  m edical kits — 
all w ith in  easy reach. A good dog truck  is a p leasure to w ork  and  live ou t of; a 
no t so good  dog truck is the basis for trem endous frustration.
APPENDIX C 
H ISTO RY
History of Dogs in Montana
N o d o u b t w e all have the gold ru sh  im age of Alaska, rem iniscent of its burly  
huskies b rav ing  the elem ents. But, w hat about sled dogs in  M ontana? The 
rom ance of the W est w ith  its w ild  ponies and  the role of the horse has, 
unchallenged, filled the niche of w hat people perceive as tradition of the 
N o rth ern  plains.
Before the horse, how ever, dog paw s and  hum an  feet w ere the locom otors of 
the plains. Dogs w ere lashed  to travois, tw o trailing poles, serving as shafts, 
u sually  w ith  a w oven net as a platform , w here supplies could be loaded. In som e 
agricultural villages along the M issouri River, for exam ple, dogs hauled  corn, 
beans an d  squash  on travois from  the fields to caches for storage (Fox, 1974).
For the sem i-nom adic tribes farther W est, dogs dragged  the lodge poles, 
carried the lodge covers, food, clothing and  sm all children, or any supplies 
needing  transportation . Dogs w ith  side packs or travois carried them  at hom e 
after a successful hunt. Dogs also stood continual guard  in cam p or on the trail 
(Fox, 1974).
R udolph  K urz, a pain ter an d  clerk at Fort U nion on  the u p p er M issouri in the 
1850s, in  a rep roduced  account states that Ind ian  dogs w ere very sim ilar to 
w olves. "They rarely bark, how l or d istu rb  anyone." Dogs from  the Rocky 
M ounta in  region, he noted , w ere sm aller, covered w ith  shaggy hair and  h ad  lop- 
ears. N o t un like today, dogs appear to have been  p a rt of the fam ily unit. K urz 
notes th a t F lerantsa (Kidatsa) Ind ian  dogs h ad  nam es, and  w ere referred to as 
"K adosch," m eaning son-in-law . U nlike today  the dogs often fed the fam ily, in
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m ore w ays than th rough  assisted hunts. A pparently , M eriw eather Lewis, during  
the Lew is and  C lark Expedition, sam pled  boiled, fat p u p p y , and  p ronounced  it a 
true  gastronom ic delicacy (Fox, 1974). E uropean traders and  explorers 
in troduced  breeds tha t in terbred  w ith  Ind ian  dogs. The Lewis and  Clark 
E xpedition included  a large N ew found land  nam ed "Seam an" as a m ascot and  
pack dog. H e is said  to have bred  w ith  Indian  fem ale dogs along the way.
In his article "Dog Days on the N orthern  Plains, M urphy  Fox describes how  
the Plains Indians h itched their dogs u p  to sleds, toboggans and  carioles in 
w inter. The toboggan differed from  the sled in tha t it d id  no t have runners. It 
consisted of three or four thin boards, or slats, lashed together side-by-side w ith  
the fron t ends curled up. The cariole only carried one person. Its base w as a thin 
flat board  less than  tw enty  inches w ide, again curled u p  in the front. The sides 
w ere covered w ith  buffalo raw h ide  and  there w as a back suppo rt at the rear of 
the sled. The driver sat in  the sled w hich is d ifferent from  m odern  m ushing 
techniques, w here  the dog  d river stands on the runners. H ow ever, Kate Persons 
of N om e, A laska, w ho  has partic ipated  in  the N om e, A laska-Hope, Russia, race 
dem onstra ted  to m e how  the Siberian m ushers still sit in the basket of their sleds. 
H ere in the W est, the carioles w ere often decorated  and  pain ted  w ith floral and  
geom etric designs (Fox, 1974).
Dogs w ere  still u sed  as sled dogs and  pack dogs even after the in troduction  of 
the horse. Dogs w ere  respected for their hun ting  ability and  for their ability to 
travel over the snow  m ore easily than  hum ans or horses. O ften Indians hun ted  
buffalo from  dog  sleds in the w inter. A h u n te r w ou ld  drive the sled into the 
m idd le  of a herd , an d  shoot arrow s w hile sitting or kneeling in the sled. The
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dogs th a t w ere considered the m ost desirable for this job cou ldn 't o r w o u ld n 't be 
held  back w hen  they spo tted  a herd  (Fox, 1974).
Recent History of Sled Dogs in Montana
M any people in  M ontana are not aw are of the sta te 's  perhaps unusual 
contribution  to the w ar effort. H elena h ad  tw o W orld W ar II A rm y training 
cam ps w ith in  a rad ius of 20 m iles du ring  the early  days of the war. Both cam ps 
w ere established to train  m en and  also to train  dogs and  dog drivers m ainly for a 
secret m ilitary  operation  in N orw ay  called the "P lough Project" (Fischer, 1984).
The sm aller cam p of the tw o w as the W ar Dog Training cam p at Rimini, less 
than  20 m iles sou thw est of H elena. D esignated C am p Rim ini by the US A rm y, it 
w as the only  A rm y dog center tha t trained  dogs and  m en for sled and  pack w ork 
in  no rthern  an d  Arctic areas. The secret operation  w as p lanned  to elim inate 
N orw ay  as an  econom ic asset to G erm any, as N orw ay w as entirely taken over by 
G erm any by  1940. The project w as p lanned  to use elem ents of the 10th US 
M ountain  ski troops, the First Special Service Force, and  the M ontana-trained 
sled dogs from  C am p Rimini (Fischer, 1984).
O ne of m y interview ees, D avid W. A rm strong  w as a V eterans Affairs 
A dm in istra to r for the State of M ontana. Dave served w ith  the sled dog program  
at C am p Rim ini d u rin g  W orld  W ar II. I have m et w ith  Dave m any tim es, and  he 
has d iscussed  w ith  m e in person  as well as docum ented  on M ontana H istorical 
A rchives the program , m ethods of train ing dogs, feeding and  health  problem s, 
and , in add itio n  to his Rimini experience, his service w ith  the Arctic Search and 
Rescue Squadron  in N ew found land  and  G reenland.
The secret P lough Project w as later canceled, freeing the troops and  dogs for 
o ther im p o rtan t m issions. D uring W orld  W ar II, h u n d red s of pilots flew  their
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planes over the Arctic to deliver supplies and  airplanes to A m erica's British and 
R ussian allies. From  a field in Presque Isle, M aine, to Goose Bay, Labrador, and 
M ingan, Q uebec, m any  took the eastern  rou te  over G reenland to airfields in 
Britain. O thers follow ed the w estern  route, taking off from  G reat Falls, M ontana, 
s topp ing  at airfields in E dm onton, or w aterw ays in A lberta, and  landing  at Ladd 
field near Fairbanks, Alaska. H ere Russian pilots w ou ld  take over and  fly the 
p lanes on  to Siberia.
M echanical error, errors of the h um an  factor or w eather conditions forced 
m any  of these planes to em ergency landings in som etim es m ountainous and 
treacherous w ilderness. A ccording to Dave A rm strong it is an understa tem ent to 
say tha t it w as difficult to rescue the dow ned  pilots and  their crews in the 
uneven, snow y and  icy terrain. L anding another aircraft close to the crash site 
w as often  im possible, and  travel overland  w as slow  and  dangerous. The US 
solution w as to station sled dog team s at strategic locations along the flyways, 
reducing  the response tim e of rescue team s and  saving lives. The team s and 
personnel for the operation  cam e from  the W ar Dog Reception and Training 
C enter at Rimini, M ontana.
Rim ini is an  old m ining  tow n tucked  aw ay in our Rocky M ountains just 
below  the continental d ivide, just east of Elliston, and  sou thw est of H elena and 
M cD onald Pass.
Its long w inters an d  deep  snow  w ere ideal for train ing  m en and  dogs in 
N o rth ern  an d  Arctic rescue an d  survival techniques, so the cam p becam e the 
source of the team s an d  equ ipm ent used  by the Arctic Search and  Rescue U nits of 
the US A ir T ransport C om m and.
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The federal governm ent ow ned  a nearby C ivilian C onservation C orps (CCC) 
cam p tha t h ad  som e usable barracks and  o ther assorted build ings tha t in 1942 
w ere m oved  to Rimini. The m en bu ilt the first h u n d red  dog houses ou t of 
packing  crates tha t had  been  used  to ship  space heaters to the arm y. Later over 
800 dog  houses w ere bu ilt ou t of m ore conventional m aterials. There is no 
official record  of the num ber of dogs tha t w ere housed  at the cam p, b u t 
apparen tly  the arm y ordered  its m aintenance division to p rov ide  facilities for up  
to 900 dogs, a figure th a t Dave A rm strong supported  in his interview .
In the early  1940s few  m en in  the "low er" U nited  States h ad  even seen a sled 
dog. In  the search for experienced m en the arm y tu rn ed  to people w ho h ad  been 
involved w ith  A dm iral R ichard Byrd's A ntarctic expeditions. O ne w as a kennel 
in  N ew  H am psh ire  ow ned  by Mr. and  Mrs. Seeley — fam ous in sled dog circles 
— h ad  h ad  a h igh  school boy w orking  for them  in the 1930s, nam ed Dave 
A rm strong. A rm strong  w ho w as already in the service, transferred  to Rimini. A 
couple of people w ho  becam e instrum ental to the success of C am p Rim ini w ere 
Eddie Barbeau and  C arl W heeler. Barbeau w as of French-C anadian and  Ojibway 
descent, an d  ran  a trap line  and  patro lled  for the governm ent in the m ostly 
roadless, lake filled no rthern  M innesota bo rder country , w here dog team s and  
snow shoes w ere the only  m eans of travel in  the w inter. H e and  W heeler b rough t 
their ow n experienced dog  team s w ith  them  to M ontana (Shore, 1977).
Officially, the W ar Dog Training cam p at R im ini specialized in training sled 
dogs and  pack  dogs. The pack dogs included  the large breeds and  their crosses, 
such as St. B ernards, N ew found lands, and  G reat Pyrenees, a few  Labradors and 
C hesapeake Bay retrievers. The dogs h ad  to be strong  enough  to carry  at least 
th irty  p o u n d s, about the w eight of a d isassem bled  m achine gun, am m unition.
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an d  a su p p ly  of dog  food. Even though  prestig ious kennels h ad  donated  som e of 
the pack  dogs and they carried im pressive pedigrees, m ost of them  could not 
carry  m uch  m ore than  the w eight of their ow n dog food.
M any of these dogs cam e from  "Dogs for Defense," a p rogram  supported  by 
the m ilitary  an d  in itiated  by  a g roup  of dog trainers and  dog fanciers. Dogs for 
D efense allow ed dog  ow ners to donate their large dogs to the arm y for w ar use 
an d  then  have them  re tu rn ed  after the w ar ended. A lm ost 20,000 of these dogs 
w ere donated  to the K-9 Corps, the arm y 's w ar dog program , and Rim ini w as 
one of the recipients. The best dogs, how ever, w ere purchased  in C anada, w here 
a St. B ernard probably  crossed w ith  a husky  type dog w as used  to pu ll heavy 
carts (Fischer, 1984). The dogs w ere trained  to pack off leash. The dogs also had  
to leam  to respond  to bo th  voice and  h an d  signals.
It w as m ore difficult to find  sled dogs available for the train ing cam p, as it 
w asn 't very  com m on tha t people kep t sled dogs for pets in  the 1940s.
Fortunately , the arm y h ad  needed  sled dogs before the w ar for its bases in 
A laska an d  for the last Byrd expedition, so tha t's  w here  som e of the sled dogs 
cam e from . The rest h ad  to be purchased , no t donated  like m any of the pack 
dogs w ere, b u t it w as considered  a valuable resource, and  so a good investm ent 
(Fischer, 1984).
The dogs and  their drivers w ere in  rigorous train ing at C am p Rimini. The 
dogs w ere  trained  to pu ll heavy loads and  to travel progressively longer 
d istances un til they w ere in  h a rd  physical condition (A rm strong, 1995).
R im ini apparen tly  also h ad  horses and  m ules b u t due  to the greater versatility  
of the dogs, these equestrians becam e the source of R im ini's dog  food. A good 
n u m b er of horses w ere needed  to feed the approxim ately  800 large, hardw ork ing
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dogs so  the bu tchers w orked  in ro tation  — one the first day, tw o the second, one 
the th ird , tw o the fourth , and  so on. They p ressure  cooked all the m eat to 
elim inate parasites and  then  m ixed it w ith  com m ercial dog food to m eet the 
dogs' nu tritional requirem ents in a fine sm elling dog stew! (A rm strong, 1995).
By June of 1943 the re-invasion of N orw ay  had  been canceled so now  the 
cam p concentrated  on supp ly ing  the m en, dogs and  equ ipm en t for the Arctic 
Search an d  Rescue units. The rescue units needed  equ ipm en t especially 
designed  to w ith stan d  the Arctic clim ate and  variable terrain. There w as an 
official sled  shop at R im ini an d  they w ere given the job. In addition  to its dog 
train ing  p rogram , Rim ini becam e the only m ilitary  base for w hich the p rim ary  
m ission w as to design  and  bu ild  dog sleds and  dog packs.
The sled  shop crew  received advice for sled designs from  m any fam ous 
expedition  leaders such as Arctic explorers Byrd, V ilhjalm ur Stafansson, and  Sir 
A lbert W ilkins. Suggestions also cam e from  C om m ander N orm an V aughan of 
the A ir T ransport C om m and, w ho w as responsible for rescuing dow ned  pilots 
along the N o rth  A tlantic W ing flyway. V aughan h ad  extensive, first-hand 
know ledge of Arctic conditions and  he sent his ow n specifications to Rim ini to 
use on the sled destined  for his com m and. For exam ple, he recom m ended 
inc lud ing  em ergency repair parts  incorporated  directly  into the sled design so 
tha t in  areas short on  w ood  supp ly , one w ould  alw ays have replacem ent parts at 
hand .
As im p o rtan t as the equ ipm en t w as, the real heart of the Rimini cam p w as its 
m en  an d  dogs. A t C am p Rim ini, w here  dogs w ere trained  for a purpose, train ing 
could  n o t w ait un til snow. It is im portan t for any long distance athlete to begin 
the train ing  season by bu ild ing  m uscle. W hen the g ro u n d  w as bare the dogs
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w ere h itched  to a s tripped  dow n car chassis and  w orked  on the Rimini roads. 
This k ep t them  in good condition so they w ou ld  be fit and  ready  to w ork  in  the 
A rctic w henever the call came.
The b iggest problem s at Rim ini w ere no t in train ing the dogs bu t in train ing 
the dog  drivers. The length  of tim e a d river w as in train ing  varied trem endously. 
If the m ilitary  needed  replacem ents quickly the soldier m igh t spend  only six 
w eeks at Rim ini in w in ter cam ping and  survival skills before h e w as sent ou t 
w ith  his new  team  m em bers to take on an assignm ent in the Arctic. The m ilitary 
established  w ith  the help  of the experience m ushers tha t once out in the field, the 
soldiers w ou ld  learn  how  to be good drivers from  the dogs an d  from  the 
circum stances.
The m ost fundam ental survival skill for the recruits to learn  w as to care for 
their dogs. It is essential for the harness to fit p roperly , and  to know  how  to look 
for signs indicating tha t it's  not. The feeding p rogram  w as com prehensive: 
w hat, how  and  w hen  to feed, m ake or break  a good ru n  for the dogs. The 
recru its also had  to leam  to m ake booties for the dogs' feet ou t of canvas or 
leather to p ro tect their paw s on sharp , icy trails.
D ave A rm strong  described to m e that, as p a rt of the d river's  training, an 
experienced m usher took each new  recru it on a freight sled each m an rid ing  a 
runner. The new  driver learned  th a t the com m ands to change direction h ad  to be 
given in  a certain tone and  far enough  in  advance for the lead dogs to 
u n d ers tan d , anticipate, an d  be able to p repare  him - or herself to gu ide the rest of 
the team  in the new  direction.
Before a recru it w as able to leave Rimini he  h ad  to take a team  o u t alone and 
log a certain num ber of hours and  m iles on the trail. H e h ad  to dem onstrate  tha t
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he w as capable of taking responsibly  for h im self and  his team  at all tim es and  
tha t he  knew  how  to load  the sled for different terrain  variations, and  tha t he 
could  su rv ive w in ter conditions and  be able to m ake his dogs com fortable in a 
b lizzard . Recruits w en t on several day-long trips w ith  their dogs in training. 
Three m ain  trails fanned  ou t from  Rimini; one w en t tow ard  Butte and  cam e back 
th rough  B oulder an d  Basin; one w en t th rough  Deer Lodge; and, one took in  the 
coun try  a ro u n d  Elliston and  A von. Occasionally it happened  that a d river took a 
w rong  tu rn  and  en d ed  u p  in  Butte w hen  he w as supposed  to be in Deer lodge. 
(Of course, this never happened  to Dave A rm strong!)
Some drivers requ ired  m ore train ing  than others. Even though trainers 
em phasized  tha t d rivers h ad  to u nderstand  their dogs and  earn  their respect if 
they expected to surv ive in the Arctic, a few  recruits h ad  the attitude tha t the 
dogs w ere  ju st ano ther d um b  anim al. A ccording to m usher and  trainer Joh 
Eslick the s tan d ard  orientation  lecture to new  recruits alw ays included:
"The dog  isn 't dum b. A nd  the only w ay  you  can becom e a dog d river is to be 
as sm art as your dog. A nd  it helps to be a little sm arter, b u t w e d o n 't find m any 
w ho  are" (Fischer, 1984).
A  few  recruits refused  to be convinced. They insisted  on  hold ing  on  to the 
rom antic im age of a dog  d river pop p in g  the air over his dog  team  w ith  his w hip. 
Eslick h ad  a cure. First he explained th a t the w h ip  w as carried in the sled only 
for em ergencies such as to b reak  u p  a dog fight. W hen the recru it w as ready  for 
his first overn igh t cam ping trip , Eslick gave him  his team  and  offered h im  the 
fo llow ing advise: "D on 't ever take the w hip  o u t of its bag w ith  m y dogs — m y 
dogs w o n 't w ork  w ith  a w hip" (Fischer, 1984).
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All of the train ing  p rep ared  the team s for the w ork  of the Arctic Search and  
Rescue U nits. A cooperative effort of several branches of the m ilitary, a rescue 
u n it inc luded  tw o dog  drivers and  tw o dog team s, tw o m edical technicians, one 
rad iom an , an d  a general cam p helper. The A rm y A ir C orps p rov ided  the pilots 
and  planes; the Q uarterm aster Corps the dog  drivers, dogs an d  sleds; the Signal 
corps the radiom en; and  the M edical Crops the m edical technicians. This w as an 
im pressive operation  of joint efforts.
The arm y stationed the units a t strategic in tervals along the Arctic fly w ay  s.
As soon as search p lanes located a m issing plane, a large transpo rt p lane flew  the 
team s as close to the crash site as possible. A search p lane com m unicated w ith  
the team s over the rad io  to d irect them  over the easiest route. If possible, once 
the rescue u n it reached the crash site, a transpo rt p lane w ould  d rop  supplies by 
parachu te  so the team s d id n 't  have to w aste valuable tim e in  pu lling  heavy  loads 
to the site. The team s then b rough t possible casualties, survivors, and  equipm ent 
back to the w aiting  tran sp o rt plane. T hrough this p rocedure  the team s w ere able 
to b ring  o u t approxim ately  150 survivors, 300 casualties and  m illions of dollars 
w o rth  of equ ipm en t (Fischer, 1984).
In late 1943 R im ini's sled shop w as asked to design a special harness so tha t 
sled dogs could be p arachu ted  to crash sites. A t the sam e tim e, the doctors and 
m edical technicians assigned to the rescue units w ere sent to the Forest Service's 
sm okejum pers school in M issoula to learn parachu ting  techniques. The idea w as 
to save tim e by  parachu ting  m en, dogs, sleds, and  supplies directly to the crash 
sites. A lthough  dogs are capable of learn ing  alm ost everyth ing  hum ans try to 
teach them , this experim ent resu lted  in m any  injuries. It is difficult to teach a
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dog  to tuck  an d  roll on im pact and  eventually  the arm y settled for parachu ting  
them  in  p a d d e d  crates (A rm strong, 1995).
O ne ou tstand ing  and  little know n m ission occurred w hen  109 dogs and  27 
m en  w ere flow n to E urope for service du ring  the Battle of the Bulge in  December 
1944 (Shore, 1977). For this operation  the sled dog team s evacuated and  rescued 
w o u n d ed  an d  near frozen soldiers from  a snow bound battle  sector in Belgium.
M ost people d o n 't realize the p art tha t sled dogs p layed in the w ar 
(A rm strong, 1995). Beyond their use on actual rescue m issions, the A rm y also 
u sed  the dog  team s to hau l freight. Dave A rm strong, w ho w as sent from  Rimini 
to set u p  a rescue u n it in N ew foundland , discovered tha t his first m ission w as 
no t to rescue som eone b u t to install a rad io  station for the Royal C anadian  Signal 
Corps. H e hooked  tw o dog team s together to com plete this job w hich included 
hau ling  m ore than  five thousand  po u n d s of equipm ent. The trail h ad  sections of 
very  steep  grades, u p  to 41 °, and  a fifty foot snow  drift blocked the en d  of the 
trail. H eavy  d u ty  arm y trucks h ad  been unable to negotiate the trail b u t Dave 
A rm strong  an d  his team  m ade three trips a day  du rin g  a six-day period  w hen 
the w eather, w hich ranged  from  "poor to horrible," perm itted . A lthough he kept 
no form al records, A rm strong  rem em bers w atching a team  of n ine dogs 
w eighing a total of 435 p o u n d s  hau l a 2,800 p o u n d  sled a quarter m ile uphill.
Dog drivers take a lo t of p rid e  in the fact that dogs can pull m ore w eigh t per 
p o u n d  of b o d y  w eight than  a horse.
By the Spring of 1944 the need  for sled dogs in the arm y w as no  longer g reat 
enough  to justify m aintain  a separate  base. The cam p w as closed by  the end  of 
tha t sum m er. Tw enty-five team s (225 sled dogs) and  tw en ty  five pack dogs w ere 
transferred , re tu rn ed  to their ow ners or sold to m any  of the trainers w ho  h ad
173
lived  and  w orked  w ith  these unsung  canine w ar heroes. M any of the 
descendan ts of these dogs today  are still a round , still pu lling  sleds.
A  Contemporary Tradition in Montana
There is no t m uch  left of the W ar Dog Reception and  Training C enter at 
R im ini, b u t every  year an event takes place that com m em orates the team w ork 
betw een  m an  and  dog. The M ontana Race to the Sky has its official start a t old 
C am p Rimini. This M ontana Sled Dog M arathon, w hich is ru n  partia lly  on the 
original train ing  trails o u t of Rim ini, is a "celebration of the in terdependence of 
m an  an d  the natu ra l w orld" (MSDI).
To one of the race's b iggest and  m ost loyal sponsors, Liz C laybom e Inc., this 
M ontana trad ition  gets to the heart of issues tha t the com pany cares abou t issues 
like respect for the land, recognition of the natu ra l beau ty  and  involvem ent of 
local people.
Yes, decades have passed  since the days w hen  a dog team  pu lled  the first 
A rctic explorers to their destinations. A nd  centuries have passed  since dogs 
w ere u sed  to pu ll the travois of earlier cultures. Yet an  even t like Race to the Sky 
recreates the in terdependence of m an and  beast that has existed th rough  so m uch 
of o u r history. A long distance sled dog  race is solely d ep en d en t on the 
rela tionsh ip  betw een  m usher and  dog. A nd that, according to C laiborne, is the 
reason  they are involved.
M an has historically d epended  on anim als for survival. O ur relationship  
w ith  the anim al w orld  has changed over the centuries, b u t our need  to respect 
the anim al w orld  has not. A m usher along w ith  16 dogs in the harsh  
env ironm ent of a M ontana w in ter is a phenom enal hum an  event because it 
d ep en d s on  the strength , skill, and  stam ina of bo th  m an and  anim al. O ur 
com m itm ent to the Race to the Sky is a celebration of this relationship  w hich 
sym bolizes so m uch of w h at w e believe in.
Liz C laiborne, MSDI
APPENDIX D
SURVEY SHEET ON  
SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF 
DOMESTIC CANINE ACTIVITIES O N PUBLIC LANDS
Problem  Statement:
M otivation:
General Directions:
A. Identification
1. N am e of agency 
A ddress _______
The m ovem ent tow ard  banning  dogs from  public trails in 
m any areas th roughou t the Rocky M ountains seem s to be 
a g row ing trend.
M ost dom estic canine conflicts seem  to be caused by pet 
dogs run n in g  loose, d istu rb ing  the peace for w ildlife, 
people and  o ther dogs. There are responsible canine user 
groups, such as m ushers, skijors, and  dog packers w ho 
control their dogs, and  w hose activities suffer, or w ould  
suffer, from  such a ban. W ith this survey, I am  assessing 
the M ontana Public Lands dog use  situation.
Please try  to answ er the questions as com pletely as 
possible. A dd as m uch extra space as is needed  to 
answ er each question fully.
P hone N um ber
2. N am e or role of survey  responden t
3. L and m anagem ent area _________________________________________________
B. M anagem ent
1. A re dogs allow ed access to y ou r m anagem ent area? If yes, define allow able 
periods of use if any. ____________________________________________________
2. Do dom estic canine activities exist in your m anagem ent area?
3. W hat type of activities (e.g., m ushing , skijoring, packing, hiking, trailing 
h o u n d s, pets, etc.)? __________________________________________________
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4. Is a p erm it requ ired  for any of these activities? If yes, please specify. ______
5. H as any  dom estic canine activity ever been denied  access in your area? If 
yes, p lease ex p la in .____________________________________________________
6. A re there any adm inistra tive problem s w ith  dogs in your area? If yes, 
p lease explain. _____________________________________________________
7. To your know ledge, are dom estic canine activities included  in your area's 
L and  M anagem ent Plan? If yes, please refer to the title of the m anagem ent 
p lan  and  the page(s), paragraph(s) or section(s) addressing  dog issu es .____
If not, do  you  feel there is a need to include this user g roup  in fu tu re  plans, 
an d  on w hat grounds? _________________________________________________
8. A re leash laws in existence? __________________________________________
9. W hat approxim ate percen t of people obey these la w s? _________________
10. A re there any o ther canine rules (e.g., restric ted  access to cam pgrounds,
seasonal u se  only, excrem ent disposal conditions, requ ired  voice control, 
p roof of vaccinations, p roof of w orm ers, etc.)? _________________________
11. W hat approxim ate percent of people obey these rules? ____________________
12. W hat type of enforcem ent, if any, is u tilized  in  the case of v iolation of any of 
the above m entioned  law s/ru les?  Please specify. _________________________
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C. Social Concerns
1. A re there any com plaint d riven  conflicts betw een dog user groups and 
o ther u se r groups in your area? If yes, w hat user group(s) p resen ted  the 
com plaints? _________________________________________________________
2. A re any  of the follow ing areas of social conflicts or controversial aspects of 
shared  use associated w ith  dom estic canine activities in your m anagem ent 
area? If yes, p lease be as descriptive as possible.
No Yes Sled Dogs
Other
Dogs Describe
People conflict
Livestock conflict
Conflicts between dogs
Accidents
N oise
Waste control
Littering
Conditions at 
trailheads
Visual impacts
Impositions on  
wilderness values
Historical significance
Kennel management
Treatment of animals
Conflict between user 
groups
Other social conflicts
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3. Is it you r im pression  tha t the dom estic canine user groups have a positive 
or negative im age in the eye of the public or o ther user groups? If possible, 
p lease specify. ________________________________________________________
4. In w h a t w ays, if any, do you th ink  responsible dom estic canine activities 
m ay contribute to social values in your area (e.g., econom y, education, etc.)? 
Please be as descrip tive as p o ssib le .______________________________________
D. Ecological Concerns
1. A re any of the follow ing areas of ecological conflicts or controversial aspects 
associated w ith  dom estic canines in your m anagem ent area? If yes, please 
be as descrip tive as possible.
No Yes
Sled
Dogs
Other
Dogs Describe
Conflict with wildlife
Disease and parasites
Trail/site impact
Impact on water 
source
Impact on vegetation
Impact on land 
surface
Other environmental 
concerns
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2. In w h a t w ays, if any, do you think responsible dom estic canine activities 
could  contribute to ecological values in your area ? ____________________
3. Is any m otorized  equ ipm ent allow ed in your land  m anagem ent area?
E. R ecom m endations and Suggestions
1. A re there any recom m endations, including  any factors w hich m igh t affect 
the gran ting  of continued o r fu tu re  access of dom estic canines to your area, 
tha t your agency can p ro v id e?__________________________________________
2. Please list any m andato ry  and  optional clauses w hich you  or your agency 
feel shou ld  be m ade p art of, or expelled from , criteria allow ing dogs access 
to you r m anagem ent a re a .______________________________________________
3. Describe w h at actions could be taken to protect Public Lands from  possible 
negative environm ental im pact from  dom estic canine u s e .________________
4. Describe w h at actions could  be taken to protect o ther user g roups from  
possible negative social im pact from  dom estic canine use. ____________
5. Is there any th ing  add itional you w ould  like to address concerning socio- 
ecological considerations of dom estic canine activities in the backcountry?
APPENDIX E 
MUSHER PROFILE
Please p u t  the am oun t of tim e and  energy into those questions m ost pertinen t to 
you; how ever, I encourage generous elaboration on all of the questions. A nd 
please, use any  additional space needed.
1. W hat is your nam e and  address?
(  M ark here  if you w ish to rem ain anonym ous. )
2. W ith w hat type of sled dog activity are you involved?
3. H ow  long have you  been involved w ith  this activity?
4. W ere you in terested  in  o ther dogs before your involvem ent in  sled dog 
activities?
5. W hat w ere som e of the form ative experiences from  m ush ing  that 
attracted  you?
6. H ow  m any dogs do  you have and  w hat type? W hy do you prefer this 
type of dog?
7. Describe w h at sled dog  h u sb an d ry  is like on a daily  basis.
8. W hat is your average annual expense per dog? Do you have any 
sponsors for you r activity?
9. W hat, if any, are your dream s and  aspirations for your canine activity?
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10. Do you  use Public Lands?
11. H ave you ever been denied  access w ith  your dogs to any Public Lands? 
Private lands?
12. H ave you experienced any conflicts w ith  o ther user groups?
13. Can you  give som e exam ples of trail cooperation betw een m ushers and  
other user groups?
14. W hat type of negative environm ental im pact m ay be caused by  sled dog 
activities? W hat can be done to p reven t it?
15. W hat type of positive ecological significance can you associate w ith  
m ushing?
16. H ave you experienced any social conflicts relating to m ushing? H ow  do 
you  counteract such conflicts, if any?
17. C an you  give exam ples of positive social significance relating to 
m ushing?
18. Do you have any personal goals relating to environm ental or social 
change th rough  your involvem ent in m ushing?
19. Do you  p rom ote your canine activity in any way? If so, how?
20. W hat are som e of your joys, p leasures and  thrills of runn ing  dogs?
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21. W hat are som e of the risks and  dangers?
22. W hat does the h u m an /can in e  relationship m ean to you?
23. H ow  do  you m onitor the satisfaction of your dogs (i.e., how  do  you 
know  if they like w hat they do?)?
24. W hat do  you  th ink  is the m ost com m only m isunderstood  aspect of 
m ush ing  to the public?
25. W hat w ou ld  you like to convey to non-m ushers?
26. W hat do  you  feel are the m ost p ressing  problem s w ith  sled dog 
activities?
27. Do you  belong to any sled dog  organization? If so, w h a t is your
organization 's ph ilosophy about their role in the social climate? A bout 
the env ironm ent and  ecology?
28. Do you  belong to any o ther environm ental or social organizations?
29. In your role as a m usher, how  do you th ink  you affect the presence of 
m ush ing  in  the public eye?
30. W ould  you be w illing to invite non-m usher to v isit your kennel to 
increase their aw areness about m ush ing  or to spark  their interest?
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31. W hat are the positive and  negative attributes of m ush ing  in your state? 
do  you  have experience w ith  any o ther state? H ow  does it differ?
32. Is there anyth ing  else you w ould  like to address concerning socio- 
ecological aspects of m ushing?
APPENDIX F
VETERINARY Q U ESTIO N N A IRE
Please p u t the am oun t of tim e and  energy into those questions m ost pertinen t 
to you; how ever, I encourage generous elaboration on all of the questions.
VETERINARY PROFILE
1. Your nam e an d  the nam e of your practice (optional):
2. H ow  long have you  practiced veterinary  m edicine?
3. A re you  involved in  any dog pow ered  sports as an  official veterinarian? If 
yes, w h a t type?
4. Do you personally  practice any sled dog  activity? If so, w hat type?
5. W hat is your m o tiv a tio n /reaso n  for being involved w ith  this activity?
6. Do you  share this activity w ith  any  fam ily m em bers?
7. Do you have any personal goals relating to environm ental or social change 
th rough  you r involvem ent in this dog  activity?
8. Do you  prom ote your canine activity?
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9. Do you  know  of any o ther veterinarians involved in sled dog activities?
10. H ow  do  you m onitor the satisfaction of the dogs in  this activity (e.g., how  
do you  know  if they like w hat they are doing)?
ECO LO G ICA L C O N SID ER A TIO N S
1. Do dogs on  backcountry  trails pose any of the follow ing risks:
(a) T ransm ission or in troduction  of disease? If yes, please explain.
(b) T ransm ission or in troduction  of parasites th rough  fecal contam ination? 
If yes,
p lease explain.
2. If yes, w h a t type of prevention  control do you recom m end?
3. A re dogs that are allow ed to run  lose a m ore likely risk  factor?
4. W hat is the n u trien t com position of dog feces?
5. H ow  is dom estic canine feces different from  that of w ild  canines?
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6. W hat is the average decom position rate  of dom estic canine feces?
7. Is d ie t a critical factor influencing the decom position rate?
8. W hat do  you th ink  is the m ost critical factor in keeping dom estic canines 
environm entally  sound?
SO CIA L C O N SID ER A TIO N S
1. Do you  feel th a t the dom estic canine athlete is capable of perform ing at the 
levels of sp rin t and  long distance racing currently  in  existence?
2. Do you  consider sled dog activities healthy  stim uli for any dom estic canine, 
or is it b reed  specific?
3. W hat is your im pression  of sled dog kennel m anagem ent (i.e., is it p roper, 
adequate , etc.)?
4. In your profession, do  you  encounter any social conflicts or concerns 
regard ing  sled dog care?
5. H ow  have you seen sled dog care and  racing change over the years?
6. H ow  do  you  th ink  N orth  A m erican sled dog care differs from  other 
countries?
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7. C an you  com m ent on the pros and  cons of keeping  dogs chained u p  versus 
ru n n in g  them  freely in k en n e ls /d o g  yards?
8. H ow  w ould  you like to see sled dog activities evolve as a sport in the 
future?
9. W hat do  you th ink  is the m ost challenging factor in keeping  sled dog 
activities socially acceptable?
10. Is there any th ing  additional you w ould  like to address concerning socio- 
ecological considerations of dom estic canine activities?
APPENDIX G 
O R G A N IZ A TIO N S & PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST
Dog d riv ing  a ro u n d  the w orld  has becom e a very  p opu la r activity, no t only as 
a com petitive w in ter sport, b u t as a recreational opportun ity  to get ou tdoors w ith  
your p e t dogs and  your fam ily an d  friends. To get started  or to get m ore 
involved, m any  m ushers belong to a local club a n d /o r  a national sled dog 
organization.
To establish  som e context on the organizations tha t m any  of the resounding  
m ushers m entioned  as clubs and  organizations they belonged to, I com bined 
som e factual inform ation on som e of them , w ith  a contact reference for each of 
them . If it w as available to m e, I also no ted  each organ ization 's m ission 
sta tem ent an d  w hether they publish  a new sletter, to illustrate the g roup 's  
priorities an d  approaches to accom plish their m issions.
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M ontana  S led  D og, Inc. (M SDI)
MSDI is a p rivate  501(c)(3) non-profit corporation m anaged  by  a volunteer 
b o ard  of d irectors organized  under M ontana law. M SDI's p rim ary  objective is to 
organize M ontana 's Race to the Sky sled dog m arathon  each year, since 1986. 
M SDI's secondary  objectives are to sponsor and  prom ote fu rther developm ent 
an d  education  of m ushers th rough  the annual R endezvous Sled Dog 
Sym posium . This sym posium  is open  to the public and  in 1996 the sym posium  
w as held  at The U niversity  of M ontana in M issoula. The organization  also 
presen ts educational, often hands-on, p rogram s to the com m unities, an d  bring  
m ushers an d  sled dog  handlers in to  schools to p rom ote an exciting and  healthy  
lifestyle in  the ou tdoors —  the lifetim e sport of m ush ing  (MSDI, 1996).
O n N ovem ber 8,19985 a few  daring  ind iv iduals gathered  in  Seeley Lake, 
M ontana, to create and  organize a w in tertim e celebration. The celebration w ou ld  
be for the benefit and  enjoym ent of the people of M ontana. This grass roots 
m eeting  gave b irth  to M ontana 's perhaps m ost u n ique  and  prem ier w in ter 
sporting  event: "the Race to the Sky sled dog m arathon  — a G reat M ontana 
T radition" (MSDI, 1996). M SDI's m ission statem ent reads: "W e are com m itted 
to preserv ing , com m em orating and  docum enting  the historical and  traditional 
use of sled dogs in M ontana" (MSDI, 1996).
For the past decade the race has been held  every February  th rough  the 
ded icated  efforts of over 600 enthusiastic volunteers, an d  the dynam ic sp irit of 
several thousand  race fans. The com m unities of H elena, Lincoln, O vando, Seeley 
Lake, C ondon , M issoula and  their su rround ing  areas serve as hosts and  
v o lun teer and  sponsorsh ip  pool to d raw  from , w hile fostering a sense of 
com m unity  an d  team w ork (MSDI, 1996).
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As of 1996 M issoula joined the race team  as the new  official finish line for the 
Race to the Sky.
MSDI has started  a fan and  sup p o rt club called the H arness club. The harness 
sym bolizes the pow er and  success of team  w ork  as the fu tu re  foundation  and  
streng th  of this in ternational w in ter event. MSDI publishes a quarterly  
new sletter called the M ontana Sled Dog N ew sletter.
Fore m ore inform ation contact:
M ontana Sled Dog Inc.
2905 N. M ontana
Box 30 — M.U.S.H.
H elena, MT 59601
406-752-2929
190
M ontana  M o u n ta in  M ushers (M M M )
M M M  is a non-profit M ontana organizations w hich supports and  prom otes 
the in form ed and  h um ane  use of sled dog team s for w ork, transportation , 
p leasu re  an d  sport. O ne of M M M 's goals is to p rom ote the M ontana race circuit 
by  p ro d u cin g  the Montana State Director of Sled Dog Events and Clubs along w ith  
the quarte rly  Montana M ountain Musher new sletter.
"M M M  Provides a un ique  opportun ity  for one to get to know  and  leam  from  
o ther m ushers and  to shape the fu tu re  of m ushing  in  M ontana" (MMM, 1995). 
M M M  m em bers m eet for tw o annual m eetings to vote on pertinen t issues and  
share n ew  inform ation  and  club goals.
M M M  and  its m em bers prom otes com m unity  involvem ent th rough  sled dog 
activities, an d  is com m itted to anyone in terested  in  learn ing  m ore abou t the sport 
(MMM, 1990).
M M M  has goals for the creation of a Junior section w ith  activities an d  events
involv ing children an d  youth . M M M  is a club for anyone involved w ith  sled
dogs — no t m erely for the com petitive racer.
For m ore inform ation  contact:
M ontana M ountain  M usher
P.O. Box 935
Seeley Lake, MT 59868
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M ush  W ith  P.R.I.D.E.
M ush  W ith  P.R.I.D.E. is an organization  by  an d  for m ushers, w hether they be 
recreational, skijoring, sprin t, distance, w eight pullers or in terested fans of sled 
dog  sports. M ush w ith  P.RI.D.E.'s goals include establishing guidelines for and  
facilitating com m unication am ong m ushers regard ing  the p ro p er care and  
trea tm en t of sled dogs, educating  young  people abou t sled dogs th rough  you th  
g roups and  schools, supporting  the developm ent of im proved  husb an d ry  and  
veterinary  practices for sled dogs, p rom oting  public u nderstand ing  abou t sled 
dogs and  m ushing , and  w elcom ing and  assisting new  m ushers (P.R.I.D.E., 1993).
The letters P.R.I.D.E. s tand  for "P roviding Responsible Inform ation on  a 
D og 's E nvironm ent" — they p rov ide inform ation to m ushers, the public, and  the 
m edia  abou t the p ro p er care and  train ing  of sled dogs. They believe tha t m odern  
sled dog  ow ners are p ro u d  of their dogs as canine athletes tha t are b red  and  
tra ined  to do w hat they love — ru n  as p art of a team . M ush W ith P.R.I.D.E. aim s 
to keep them  doing  w h at they love and  doing  it well. (P.R.I.D.E., 1993)
P R I D E, is p rim arily  and  educational group. As the spo rt grow s and  new  
m ushers h it the trail, P.R.I.D.E. w ants to feel certain tha t the latest inform ation on 
kennel m anagem ent, nu trition , and  trail safety is available to everyone. They 
strive to have open  m inds, explore new  trails, search for new  inform ation on  the 
horizon  an d  at the sam e tim e cover old g round , tried  and  true. They recognize 
th a t m ush ing  is an  evolving sport, p racticed by people of m any  cultures and  
lifestyles.
They realize tha t there are m any  w ays to care w ell for sled dogs and  do no t 
w ish  to stifle the creativity  or energy  of any  m ushers (P.R.I.D.E., 1993).
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In 1993 P R.I D E. established a book of guidelines titled  M ush With P.R.I.D.E.,
Sled Dog Care Guidelines. The book covers such things as god yards and  housing,
feeding  an d  w atering , exercise and  training, keeping your kennel the righ t size,
w help ing  an d  p u p p y  raising and  basic health  care. M em bership and
partic ipation  in  M ush w ith  P.R.I.D.E. is open to all. P R I D E, publishes a
quarte rly  new sletter call M ush W ith P.R.I.D.E. N ew s. To receive a copy or to
learn  m ore abou t P R I D E, contact:
M ush  W ith  P.R.I.D.E.
P.O. Box 84915
Fairbanks, AK 99708
Q uestions m ay also be d irected to:
1-800-50PRIDE
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In te rn a tio n a l F ederation  of S leddog  Sports, Inc. (IFSS)
IFSS is a coalition of Associates and  M em ber Federations (countries) founded  
in  1985. Its b ro ad  goals are to p rom ote public in terest in sled dog sports and  to 
in teg ra te  sled  dog racing into the m ainstream  of recognized sporting  events by 
the in ternational standard iza tion  of race m anagem ent (IFSS, 1995).
The IFSS w as o rganized  to foster non-discrim inator in ternational sled dog 
sports com petition and  the prevention  of cruelty  to anim als p rim arily  by 
conducting  in ternational com petitions and  by  developing, supporting  and  
educating  its m em bers for such com petitions. IFSS will no t su p p o rt ru les or 
regulations tha t discrim inate against any com petitor for racial, political or 
relig ious reasons, and  or d iscrim inate against any  dog  or team  because of breed  
or non-registration  (IFSS, 1995).
The G eneral A ssem bly is the governing  body  of the IFSS. It m eets every  tw o 
years. It is led  by a Council and  A dm inistration  tha t are elected every tw o years 
to carry  o u t the policies decided  upon  by  its m em bers.
O ne of IFSS's m ain  goals is to strive for uniform  developm ent of sled dog 
sports w orldw ide  an d  to p rom ote closer links betw een  its m em bers and  any 
o ther sled  dog  sports organization. They have been  w orking  closely w ith  the 
O lym pic m ovem ent; they are p ush ing  h ard  for the In ternational O lym pic 
C om m ittee to recognize sled dog sports.
IFSS m et in L ausanne, Sw itzerland, in  O ctober of 1996, sim ultaneously  as the 
IOC m et at the sam e location.
The IOC is review ing IFSS's application  to becom e an IOC recognized 
In ternational Federation. This w ou ld  m ake IFSS one of the over 100 IOC 
m em bers th a t m ake u p  the "O lym pic Fam ily." This status w ould  m ake IFSS
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eligible to p ropose tha t the IOC m ake sled dog racing an official O lym pic W inter 
sp o rt a t the Slat Lake City W inter Gam es in the year of 2002. The IOC Sports 
D irector has advised  tha t sled dog racing at the 2002 W inter Gam es is possible 
(IFSS, 1995).
Sled dog  activities occurred  as dem onstration  events at or around  the 
follow ing W inter Olympics:
• 1932 —  Lake Placid, N ew  York: The N ew  E ngland Sled Dog C lub organ ized  a 
tw o-day  race. There w ere 13 entries, five from  C anada an d  eigh t from  the 
U ntied  States. O ne of the partic ipan ts w as the N orw egian  born  legendary  
m usher, L eonard Seppala.
• 1952 — Oslo, N orw ay: The N orw egian  Sled Dog Racing A ssociation p u t on 
N ord ic  style p u lka  races w here the dog drivers are on skis, and  the dogs pu ll 
a sm all toboggan called a pulka. Team s from  N orw ay, Sw eden an d  Finland 
com peted.
• 1988 —  Calgary, Canada: The IFSS organized  a show case event in  cooperation 
w ith  the C anm ore O lym pic O rganizing C om m ittee th a t occurred tw o w eeks 
p rio r to the opening  of the 1988 W inter O lym pics. F or the first tim e, m ushers 
from  a ro u n d  the globe com peted in  an  in ternational event.
• 1992 — A lbertville, France: The IFSS in cooperation w ith  its French M em ber 
Federation  organized  an  in ternational sled dog race near A lbertville, tw o 
w eeks before the W inter Games. Participants represen ting  ten countries from  
E urope an d  N o rth  A m erica com peted in a three-day event.
• 1994 —  Lilleham m er, N orw ay: The N orw egian  Sled Dog Racing A ssociation 
in  cooperation  w ith  the L illeham m er O lym pic O rganizing  C om m ittee 
p resen ted  sled dog  exhibitions w ith in  the sight of the O lym pic flam e as p a rt
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of the  cultural heritage of N orw ay. Several day  race events occurred du ring  
the W inter Games, as w ell as sled dog transporta tion  to and  from  the 
O lym pic Village for people w ith  disabilities.
A lso the In ternational E nvironm ental Sled Dog Expedition d eparted  from  the
O lym pic stad ium  d u rin g  the closing cerem ony carrying L illeham m er's
environm ental m essage, heading  for Japan.
• 1998 —  N agano, Japan: The sled dog  team s partic ipating  in the
E nvironm ental E xpedition 's trip  from  L illeham m er to N agano are p lann ing  to
m ake their appearance du ring  the opening cerem ony at N agano, to deliver
the E nvironm ental m essage. Sled dog races w ere  held  for the fist tim e in
N agano  Prefecture in 1994. IFSS and  its Japan Federation are in
com m unication w ith  the N agano  O lym pic O rganizing  Com m ittee.
IFSS d istribu tes a quarterly  new sletter. The IFSS Gazette, to keep m em bers
inform ed of IOC progress and  upcom ing events. Tw o m ajor events p rom oted  by
IFSS are the W orld  C up  Series and  the IFSS W orld  C ham pionships.
For m ore inform ation  contact:
G lenda W alling, IFSS 
7118 N. Beehive Rd.
Pocatello, ID 83201 
208-232-5130
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T he In te rn a tio n a l S led  D og R acing A ssociation  (ISDRA)
ISDRA's objectives include prom oting  public in terest in dog m ushing, 
encourag ing  cooperation betw een  race clubs, standard izing  race m anagem ent 
p rocedures and  rules, and  aid  in obtain ing  financial sponsorships for sanctioned 
events. ISDRA w orks closely w ith  national kennel clubs and  in ternational 
o rgan izations to establish standards for races th roughou t the w orld  (ISDRA, 
1995).
ISDRA m em bers include all types of m ushers including  those involved w ith  
skijoring, speed, m idd le  and  long distance, an d  w eight pu lling  events. Each 
season, ISDRA sanctions num erous races in N orth  A m erican w hich aw ard  gold, 
silver an d  bronze m edals.
INFO, the official publication of The In ternational Sled Dog Racing 
A ssociation is pub lished  m onthly.
For add itional inform ation  w rite  to:
ISDRA
Attn.: D onn H aw ley
P.O. Box 446
N ordm an , ID 83848-0446
208-443-3153
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T he In te rn a tio n a l C ouncil for S leddog  Sports (ICSS)
ICSS w as created as a com m ercial association p rom oting  sled dog activities 
th ro u g h o u t the w orld  th rough  trade, education and  m arketing. The professions, 
business an d  industries tha t sup p o rt m ushing  are an  in tegral p a rt of the sport. 
ICSS as organized  to serve as a forum  for com m unication am ong these 
businesses and  m ushers. "ICSS is a sort of cham ber of com m erce for sled dog 
racing" (ICSS, 1994).
ICSS ho lds an in ternational trade fair and  sym posium  each year and  also 
pub lishes an  in ternational business d irectory  each year. This director includes 
the nam es, addresses, p h o n e /fa x  num bers and  p ro d u c t an d  service inform ation 
for m ush ing-rela ted  businesses around  the w orld.
If you  w an t to learn  m ore contact:
Tim  W hite
R oute 1
Box 670
G rand  M arias, M N  55604
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In te rn a tio n a l S led  D og V eterinary  M edical A ssociation  (ISDVM A)
ISDVMA is an organization  of veterinarians w ho have developed a concern 
w ith  an d  an  in terest in  sled dogs The organization  has over 270 m em bers on six 
continents w ho are com m itted to research, health  care and  education, supporting  
the on-site m edical care and  the overall health  and  education  of sled dogs 
w orldw ide.
ISDVM A's m ain concerns include p rom otion  of the h ighest level of safety, 
health  an d  w elfare for racing sled dogs, p rov id ing  leadership  and  education  for 
m em ber, m ushers, race officials, and  race veterinarians. They encourage 
w o rld w id e  cooperation am ong race organizations and  continuity  of race 
regulations.
"O ne of the goals of the ISDVMA w ill alw ays be to im prove our know ledge 
of the racing  sled dog. Once w e identify  the problem s faced in this sport, 
inc lud ing  the injuries and  illness tha t occur du rin g  a racing season, w e can 
increase o u r u nderstand ing  o the causes and  effects of the injures" (Rooks, 1994).
For as long as there has been sled dog races, m ushers, trainers, hand lers and  
veterincirians have hypothesized  abou t conditions that contribute to the 
"soundness" of the race dogs. H ow ever, race organizers have not alw ays h ad  the 
resources an d  scientific da ta  to su p p o rt or refu te the m any argum ents and  
suspicions. In an a ttem p t to gather su p p o rt data, the ISDVMA has been  studying  
d ro p p ed -d o g  incidents (dogs that are either vo luntarily  d ro p p ed  ou t of a race or 
disqualified  by a race veterinarian) w ith  regard  to type of injury, position of dogs 
on the team , and  environm ental factors (ISDVMA, 1994).
ISDVMA continues to investigate the reasons for d ro p p ed  dogs an d  try  to 
correlate the situations in  w hich  they happen  (terrain, distance in race, position
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in  team , w eather, snow  and  trail conditions, etc.). This effort has raised  m any 
variables th a t m ay yield new  questions, giving veterinarians starting  po in t to 
u n d e rs tan d  causes and  effect of injuries, w ith  a focus on  exam ination, diagnosis, 
conform ation and  prevention.
The m em ber of ISDVMA hope tha t by  com piling this d a ta  and  w orking  w ith  
m ushers an d  their team s, over tim e, the inform ation will aid them  in  developing  
guidelines for selecting dogs m ost suitable for the racing activities, an d  in 
train ing  an d  racing tha t w ill m axim ize productiv ity  and  m inim ize fu tu re  injuries 
in  sled dogs (ISDVMA, 1994).
A ssociate, non-voting m em bership  are available to any veterinarian  or 
m em ber of an  allied organization  or m em ber of the academ ic com m unity  w ho 
su p p o rts  the pu rposes an d  objectives of ISDVMA. ISDVMA publishes a 
quarterly  new sletter VET CHECK tha t can be obtained  for $1.00 /co p y . For m ore 
in form ation  write:
ISDVMA
Dr. A lbert T ow nsend 
Route 1 
Box 665
C hester tow n, M D 21620 
410-778-1200
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F riends of N orthern  D ogs (FOND)
FON D , a tax deductib le charity, is the brain  child of a concerned g roup  of 
sled dog  ow ners. It is h oped  that m em bers reflect all types of dog ow ners — 
p u reb red , m ixed breed , speed  and  distance drivers, recreational m ushers, show  
dog  ow ners, p e t ow ners an d  those w ho will never ow n a northern  breed  b u t 
d ream  abou t it (FOND, 1994).
The p u rp o se  of FOND is education, publication and  prov id ing  for the w elfare 
of no rth ern  dogs. The foundation  seeks to accom plish its p u rpose  th rough  
various projects suggested  by the ow ners of northern  dogs. For exam ple, a 
nationw ide  p lacem ent service for retired  northern  breeds, w ork  closely w ith  the 
In ternational Sled Dog V eterinary  M edicine A ssociation to p rov ide inform ation  
to ow ners; p resen t w orkshops, sem inars, publications and  instructional videos; 
p rom ote  anim als rights issues; and, offer veterinary  inform ation, etc. (FOND, 
1994).
P erhaps the m ost im portan t role that FOND can p lay  at p resen t is tha t of an 
in form ation  clearinghouse. They are gathering  extensive inform ation  on  anim al 
righ ts g roups, legislation, rescue and  shelter availability, and  m edia contacts. 
FOND is developing  a m edia netw ork  to help  achieve this goal (FOND, 1994).
FO N D  is g iving a special em phasis on anti-dog legislation, a problem  that is
increasing nationw ide. FOND has been represen ted  at m eetings in  several states
inc lud ing  M ontana and  is striv ing  to p rov ide  inform ation on how  legislation is
affecting the spo rt and  to exchange inform ation w ith  o ther anim al use groups.
For m ore  in form ation  write: FOND
H eadquarters 
P.O. Box 767
Elkhorn, W I 53121-0767 or call: 414-642-7541
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The Alaska D og M usher s A ssociation (ADM A)
The ADM A is a nonprofit organization form ed in 1948 and  located in  Fair 
banks A laska. Their purpose, as stated  in their bylaw s, is "to encourage and  
perp e tu a te  the sport of sled dog racing in  A laska, to im prove the b reed ing  and 
train ing  of the A laskan sled dog, and  to prom ote the hum ane treatm ent of dogs" 
(ADM A, 1995).
A DM A features m any  races th rough  the season: an annual In ternational Sled 
Dog Sym posium  includ ing  a T rade Fair, you th  train ing cam ps, kennel tours and  
various w orkshops.
A DM A m ain ta ins about 30 m iles of w in ter trail on lands ow ned  by  the club, 
city of Fairbanks, state, borough, federal and  private  p roperty  ow ners. ADM A 
has their ow n clubhouse called the "M ushers' H all." M em bers use the trails as 
p a t of their m em bersh ip  fees, and  visitors are asked to donate  user fee of 
$5.00/d a y .
A DM A teaches an d  prom otes good trail etiquette  since the trails are on a
m ulti-use system , u sed  by  m ushers, skijors, snow m achines, hikers, hunters,
skiers (and moose!) (ADMA, 1995).
ADM A publishes a m onthly  new sletter called Dog Talk.
For m ore inform ation:
ADM A 
P.O. Box 70662 
Fairbanks, AK 99707-0662 
907-457-6874
202
Alaska Skijoring and Pulk A ssociation (ASPA)
ASP A  w as form ed to coordinate and  prom ote skijoring and  N ordic-sty le dog 
m u sh ing  activity in  A laska and  the low er 48s. They conduct regular educational 
lectures an d  beg inner's clinics as w ell as day  tours to p rov ide guidance and  
inform ation  about this rap id ly  grow ing sport (ASPA, 1996). They w elcom e new  
m em bers of all skill levels. ASP A assists o ther clubs an d  indiv iduals from  other 
states in  organizing  races and  events.
ASP A  organizes a series of races annually , including  tw o long distance 
skijoring races, as w ell as recreational tours and  o ther events. The skijoring races 
are often in  conjunction w ith  o ther sled dog events. They also pub lish  a m onthly  
new sletter called Paw Prints and Ski Tracks.
Contact:
ASPA
P.O. Box 82843 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
907-488-9696
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CLUBS
G lacier Pulls 
D ixie Sm ith 
56 Rising Sun Circle 
K alispell, MT 59901 
406-257-4600
PUBLICATIONS
ISDVMA
Editorial Office
9366 C ount K irstopher
M echanics ville, VA 23111-6527
M ush  W ith  F.R.I.D.E.
P.O. Box 84915-MTMM 
Fairbanks, AK 99708-4915
M ushing  M agazine 
P.O. ox 149 
Ester, AK 99725 
907-479-0454
S ch littenhun t/S led  Dog M agazine
P.O. Box 16081
Tw o Rivers, AK 99716-0081
Team  & Trail 
Box 128
C enter H arbor, N H  03226-0128
603-253-6265
603-253-9513 (FAX)
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